BoEranzén

ThelElectronic[MedievallAge

“whol¢an do medieval historytin thel twentyt first centuryt without appreciating that thel digital
promiselof thel1960s[is nowt éntering fulfillment,/inlways bothl anticipated andluinforeseen?”
[MMichael McCormick'

Abstract

This conference papert has been_ inspired byl the fact that in_tecent years imore and mord medieval sonrcd iaterial has
been_published digitally| bften_in_databasd_format T hesd_électronié publications ard inainhl thd_result of converting
priman) o _secondary_sonrces which_bhavé_previoushl_been_éither available_in_print or onhi obtainable_for scholars as
d_Singlé_top_topy_in_un_hrchive|into_an_électronid format! Thesd nnenl_publications open_up_for nen! possibilities for
thd inedievalist: Hypotheses toncerning largd amounts of datd tan nont bé tested in ways that werd impossibld only a
decade_igo, not onh_since_adding further information_{other &inds of variables) bas becomed éasier| but ilso_becanse
of thd development of PCs| i.e.Linen) tools for Searching) tross checking and manipulating largd bmount of data.

NLéxcamples_ard inainly_froni_new tatabases, and recent guantitative_tesearch, doncerning Sweden_and._(td i lesser
degree) Finland [ Printed_indexes of Swedish inedieval imen_and women_{roughh 38 800 rows) bave been tonverted
intd_d_telational database W hen_divided thronologically dnd iccording to_gender the_femalé_tatio_slighth fluctuates
dnring periods of the latd medieval hgd_lind in_the_decades beford thd year 1350. Myl ided is that these_fluctuations
mal_reflect Henographid disasters s well as recoveries.'Thé_study of life_spans tould increasé_onr knowledgé_bont
life dind death in_those_barsh_times of famines_ind pestilences.

NewlredialforfheMedievalist

Inl thel Scandinavian lcountries,[ authorities_ from the sixteenth' century and lonwardsl camel to
systematically build iplarchives of medieval swritten tecords.concerning public_matters_ that were
inl thelinterest off thel $tate_ tol preserve. Those recordsiwere. mostLoften' made_ onl parchment and
they_arel simplyl called_ medieval letters. (ot sometimes_diploma), hot to_be confused with private
letters. In  the hineteenth century scholars started to publish thellettersland sometimesl_thel $eries
of_published letters’ are called Diplomatariuml (Diplomatarinni_\Suecand for _examplel whichl fwas
started fin Ithel lyear 11830%).[1The jpurposel lof_thesel publications wasl not lonlyscientific. The
compilationofl thesel publications3was_alsol_part of thel hationalisticlproject  that would legitimate
thel (sometimes_hewborn) states in Scandinavia. This anachronism, that' 2 medieval letterl can be
determined as being originally 1‘Swedish” [#‘Danish’l o1 ¥Finnish”[is $hown among othet things
inlthat' somelletters arelincluded in morel than' onel Scandinavian Diplomatarium. Having| this kind
of sourcel criticl temarks inl mind it mustl bel inderlined that there is_hol doubt that thel printed
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Scandinavian /Diplomatal Jarel Jofl limmensel lvaluel lfor Ithel Imedievalist, Jand Ithat 'thel scientific
importancel ofl thelwork'behind themlhaslincreased due tol new! media.

Todaylswel canl watchl al process. wherel our sources hotl onlyl gol froml parchment! tol printed. text,
butl alsol from| therel further! on tol al digitalized version.[ For examplel Thel National Archiveslin
Stockholml {Svenskal Riksarkivet) is_how! workingl onl 4 project, whichl in’ thel end swill makel all
Swedishl medieval letters thatt havel beenl printed accessible_ onl thel<webl (seel the dverviewlin table
1) Butl it doesL hot_end here; therel arel btherl electronid devices for us. to acquire thel heeded
information from./ Onelof theseltoolslis the! 40.000 tows (posts)_on a compact disclin Swedishl the
so ¢alled fHuvudkartoteket’. T Basically eachl tow represents 2 Swedishl letter, printed as well as
unprinted.tThe second version of the Huvudkartoteket was publishedin thel year 2001, and after
that anipdated. edition’ hasLon andl off been  availablelonl thelxvebl (for limited search but not for
downloading).TThe mainl text columnl (field) of thel Huvudkartoteket contains a sol called ‘regest’,
a_summaryl of thel contents off the letter. Sometimes| this' summarylisa plainl transcription/ of the
introduction froml[ thel printed version_of_thelletter, but obften that printed’ summarylhas/been
updated. {this_at least_ applies_tolmanyl ofl thel oldest letters that werel published inl print ati 4 time
whenl summaries,/as al tule [were formulatedlin/d veryllaconic way).

Inlotherl ¢olumns| (fields) onl thel Huvudkartoteket el find additional kindslofl data suchlas datelof
issue, placel ofl issue,language seals/ printed version(s), scientific teferences,/ hames_ of medieval
witnesses_and solon. Thesel ¢olumnslarelamongf other things an important source in order tol find
corrections_ofl lerrorsllin[ learlier! Iprinted lversions.. IHowever, lwhenl llooking/ Ifor Idata_lin Ithe
Huvudkartoteket wel must bel aware that thelinformation is'hot always $ymmetrical.TFinding one
type_ofl information, say! thel price_off $ilver, inl onel summary but not another, does_ hot meanl that
wel_canl bel surel that therel arel nol suchl prices_in the' latterl without checkingl thel original [ The
Diplomatarium[ Suecanaand the. Huvudkartoteket havel theit counterparts_inl Finland, i.e/ the
Finlandsl]Medeltidsurkunder Jand' | thel | Diplomatarium/ ! Fennicum, [leven Jif | there are[]some
differences: I Thel | Finlands | Medeltidsurkunder] covers'] thel I wholel Imedieval | age/ I whilel ] the
Diplomatarium/ Fennicum  does notl ¢ontain/as' manylvariables as' the_ Huvudkartoteket.

Inmyfcurrent projectin Swedish medieval économic history I 'havel donela small piecel of worklin
thel hugel ongoingl processl_bfl digitalisation. 1" studyt thel market transactions_ Il can’ find inl the
Huvudkartoteket landl IDiplomatarium |Suecanum! upltolithel lyear 11370, Jand Isincel leconomic
transactions_arel teciprocal, it islinl my! interest to_ collect easily accessiblelinformation about the
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men and women!l that oncel tookl part inl thel exchangel (most bf thel fragments! that_ havel been
preserved_arel froml thel real propertyl market and thel credit market). Thel National Archiveslin
Stockholml kindly! pavel mel thel indexes_bfl persons_from thel printed letters in different digital
formats and most of themlhad to bel opticallyl tead into text! files. All persons knownl through the
letters'are hotlincluded in thel printedlindexes of persons; persons withoutl 4 hamel are_ obviously
excluded.[ As farf as I'havel seenl thel principlel that hasl guided thel creators_ofl these/ indexeslhas
beenl that at leastl bnel letter! ofl thel hamel imust have' beenl preserved! forl being included. That
meansl | that |thel lyoungl girl 1“]1 lwhollentered lal Inunnery Jat |thel /latest Jinl Ithel lyear! 11250
(Diplomatarium Suecanum No.[385) is included, but not thel wifelofl “Boseli Skepperstad’holin
1321 [ together withl her husband/ tookl part in’ commercial activities. concerning/ landed property
withl thelmonastery of Nydala (Diplomatarium Suecanum No.[2315).

Myt aim_hasl beenl tol treatel 4 rowl (post) forl eachlindividual inla digital format/ Inlother svords
eachlidentified manl 61 womanl that werelincluded in'al printed index should alsolbel foundinl the
database, spelled in thel samel wayl and with thel samel references. to_eitherl pagel numbers_or
diploma numbers_ (seltable[1).[ The order of thel hames has beenl kept (withl ¥ery fewl éxceptions)
sincel the alphabetical order inlitself represents a kind of informationl that makesl it easier. for! the
usetl tol find and. checkl thel source_ofl thel digital tow in thel printed index.T'olgivel youla hotion
what it looked likel at the! start of thel procedurel 'l givel youl 4 short examplel froml thel index of
personslat thebeginning of thel sixth' volumel just after it had been optically tead intolal text file:

AJdnldet Al4718el Albertus

AldelVillanoua/pavligl skrivare; paskrift 763

Aaron 629 se[ Aron

Abernusl (Abiorn B95[ 463, Anbernus 12 Anbiorn 409) 1. dom., fr.[ L.eksand, kanikl i Visteras,
morbrott J(avunculus)L it Holmger Jonsson, s..iv.12_H 2] Onampson;_ tillbytt sigl lenl lodl i
Vinnaryd 3954 3. Rydberni, kanik i Stringnis; pavlig provision 585 f H4. avi Sagu, £/ i Abo
409 H5 1 Tveta hd 463+ 6. hovitsman pa Varberg)intygf455

Somelofl these teferences could hot belincluded in theldatabase sincel theyl tefer tolotherl hameslin
thelindex, likel thel third linel (in English:"Aaron 629 seel Aron).[ Otherwise that line[3would have
beenl ldownloaded_intol the ‘database ‘as_al separatel person, whichl would have! resulted inl an
unnecessary duplication ofl information, which[would alsol distort  the statistical_ overview of  the
number off recordedlindividuals. Inlorder tol savel spacelal certain hameltwas only printed oncelin
thelindexes, but inl 4 digital format therelis ho such need with today’slhardwares and softwares.
After’ somel eéditing{ workl thel tesult Tooked like! this:
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AldeVillanoua, pavligf skrivare; paskrift 763.

Abernusl 1. Anbernus. dom., fran I.eksand, kanik' i Visteras,| morbrof (avunculus) till Holmger
Jonsson,[s[v.12.

Abernus 2.[Abiorn Onampson;/ tillbytt sigl enl gard i Vinnaryd 395.

Abernus 3 [Rydberni/kaniki i Stringnas; pavlig provision 585Lf.

Abernus 4/ Anbiorn av Sagu, f6dd 1 Abol409.

Abernusl 5. Abiorn fodd 1 Tveta hirad 463.

Abernus 6.[hovitsman pa Varberg]intyg 455.

Evenl though my purposelivas_tol createl 4 digital copy of thel printed indexes,[ I must admit that
thel outcomel of my edition includes 4 good deal ofl interpretation. Thel dashesl [-] arel replaced
with thel standard Latin' namel form[ IAbernus™”andl the abbreviation g4!is changed intol Swedish
‘gard! (eng/[Sfarm’) [ Al flawt isl that nothing has' beenl donelabout thel short form “dom.” for thelLatin
word Sdominus [ but S5dom.”_could easilyl bel teplaced byl iddominuslin al telational database. Howt to
handle  thelmany and varying abbreviationslinl thelindexes s a problem tol bel dealt with, éspecially
somel of thoselinl Latin the meanings_ ofl svhichl arel hotas_bbvious_to_everybodyLas f{dom. for
‘dominus’Thelindividualslabovel withlits teferenceswerelimported tola telational databaselsvhere
I'haveladded threelmorel¢olumns tol theltablel ¢reated therel (and otherf scholarsiswholsvouldlike to
usel this table mayl o f ¢courseladd as many ¢olumns| as  hel ot shellikes for his ot her purposes).®

Thel first' columnbelow shows(thelvolume number o f thelindex fromwhichl thel identified person
is_takenl from.[Thel second onel is_ a unique_ personal number provided byt thel autol humber
function'in thel databasel program,[twhilel thel functionl of thel column genus is obvious. Thel genus
variablel swasl partly_ created_ manually byl initiallyl setting’ all towsl tola_humberl bnel (=_man) and
afterwardslchanging! leachl lwomanl lintolJa_ inumber ltwolvariablel byl Ibrowsingl leachl lindexlin
numerical order.Sincel this order is the samelas thelalphabetical orderinl thel printed indexes most
femalel hameslwerel found inl clustersiseparated from! thel men.[Therelis a question markl for less
thanl twol dozenlindividuals; for examplel boyslas vell as_girls_ could be baptized withl thel hame
“Keatilloghin Jmedieval 'Sweden/ 'Thel Iseven Imenl that Istart Ithe/ lindex! lofl IpersonslinIthe
Diplomatarium Suecanum’s sixth[ volumellookllikel this in the table:
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VolumeNd_l  pers_id genus
DS6 11522 1
DS6 11523 1
DS6 11524 1
DS6 11525 1
DS6 11526 1
DS6 11527 1
DS6 11528 1

pers_bes

AldeVillanoua, pavlig skrivare] paskrift 763.
Abernus 1./ Anbernus dom., franlT.eksand, kanik
1 Visteras, morbrot (avunculus) till Holmger
Jonsson,s/[v.[12.

Abernus 2.[Abiorn Onampsonj tillbytt sigl énl gard
1 Vinnaryd 395.

Abernus 3.[Rydberni/kaniki i Stringnas;

pavlig provision 585[1.

Abernus 4/ Anbiorn av Sagu, fédd i Abo 409.
Abernus 5.[Abiorn fédd i Tveta hirad 463.
Abernus 6.[hovitsmanlpd Varberg; intyg 455.

Thel contents_ofl thel printed indexesl divergel slightly, teflecting vvarying kinds_of interests_among
theirt lcreators. [Thel most comprehensivel information among thel indexesl of_personsl el lcan
probablyfind in’ thel seventh ¥olumeThe  time spanand thel types_of referencel for each vyolume

are[shownlin/ the[fable[below.

TABLE1

OVERVIEWL OF_ THEL PRINTEDL SWEDISHLIMEDIEVALL LETTERS. (DIPLOMA)

PUBLISHED[18292004

Volume Period Diploma Number Kind of Referencelin
Indexlof Persons

DS2 11" ¢entury tol 1310 101772 Page Number

DS3 131101326 17732600 Page/ Number

DS4 13271340 26013532 Page/Number

DS[5 134101347 353304274 Page Number

DS[6 13481355 427505521 Page/Number

DS[7 13561360 552206390 Diploma Number

DS8 13611365 63917270 Page/Number

DS[9 13661370 72718272 Diploma Number

DS[10 13711375 82739172 DiplomaNumber

SD1 14011407 10917 Page/Number

SDI2 14081414 9182029 Page/ Number
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SD3 14151420 20302845 Page/ Number

SDlsupplement 14010140711284603140 NolIndex of Persons

Source:! Diplomatarium/ Suecanum, 1829 2004.
Comment: Noluipdates'havel beenl donel due! tol thel fact! thatlTater research'has' ¢changed thel date
of a few! letters.

TABLE2

SUMMARYL OF I THE SQIIBASEDL DS &I SDIINDEX OF ] PERSONS INLITHE
DATABASE

Volume Period Personal Autonumber
DS12 11" ¢entury tol 1310 113501

DS3 13111326 35025984
DS4 13271340 59858889
DS’5 134101347 889011521
DS6 13481355 1152215134
DS7 13561360 15135118084
DS’8 13611365 1808520689
DS9 13601370 20690023655
DS10 13711375 23656026131
SD1 14011407 50000054153
SDi2 14081414 54154059255
SD3 14151420 59256062688

Source: [Thel ldatabasel lis basicallyl built lon thel indexesl lofl personsifroml the Diplomatarium
Suecanum(1829[2004.
Comment:! ] All supplement] startsl] at] number] 9001 000_ (tol] datel] 8 people).
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Therelis'a Jot of tesearchl behind'd goodlindex.[Identificationsland teferenceslarel often  thel fesults
of years_ ofl hard workl and qualified tesearch. The' informationl in| different indexes of persons
(and otherf kinds off indexeslaswell) is_not  alwaysl symmetrical.‘This means| thatl finding onel type
ofl informationlinl al tertain index[ does_nhot meanwe_canl bel tertain tol find it inl Another/which
meanslwe imayl takel Isimilarl Imeasurel Jof Iprecaution lwhenl lusing Ithel lindexes las_ Jwith[ Jthe
Huvudkartoteket. In fact eachl publicationl reflects thel interests lof its_ time. When! thel lolder
indexeslywerel compiled thelinterestl inl ordinary peasants_svas low, so onel canl find different men
fromlthel countryside in al tow! simplyt called Johanneslor Nicholaus’.

Probablylmoreliinnamed swomenl than' menl arel missing/ in the! tablelabove. Womenlare also often
treated different’ froml imen. Il 4 iwvoman’s first hamel hasl beenl preserved wel are’ told swhol she
belonged! to/ butl whenl reading thel mate’s_ fowl (post) el sometimes! cannot bel surel if hel iwas
married ot hot. Butinformation is hot only twisted byt thel fact that hameless men and swvomen'in
thel [documentsl Jare’ 'missing. /Anotherf Idefect! lworksl inl Ithe loppositeldirection land Igivesl the
impression that thelletters_contain evidencelof morel peoplel than! they  actuallyldo.Somelpersons,
inl particular froml thel highl hobility, appear in several volumes_and havel forf that' reason been
computed morelthan once..Obviously ILought tohavel fixed thislimperfection in/ thel database,[but
thatlwould have_ takenl too long. Therelare/ forl sure, manyt other things tol bringliplas important
points_of sourceeriticism. And therel arel errors'in thel indexes, done byl thel scholars that made
them'andl ¢ertainlylalso by me during my editing.

Td sumiup /e must be eritical wel must bel ¢areful withl thel data provided, and we must bel aware
of all kinds_of drawbacksllikel thelirregularityl of information. But therelarel solmanyt benefits <with
thelcoming of The Electronid Medieval Age The Huvudkartoteket, for éxample [ tepresents_a minor
revolution. Digital.methodsiwill helplusl tol find what wel are Jooking forl muchl more quickly  than
beforel andl e may! alsolusel_theml asl tools_forl quantitativel studies’inl whichl wel arel ablel to
manipulatellargelamounts.ofl data/inl order tol test hypothesis ¢oncerning medieval society.
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2[Demographical tendencies ofl Medieval Swedenland Finland teflected?
Iwwould like tol tound. off byl mentioning twolideas for! further research,/bothloff them ¢onnected

tol questions_ of demographical changes.[Inl thel following tablel B wel seel thel representation of  the
sexes! froml thel databasel built dnl thelindexeslofl persons.

TABLE[3

MENIANDIWOMENINISWEDISHMEDIEVALILETTERS

Volume Period Women % Womenl ] Total
DS12 11thl¢enturylto 1310 362 10,3 3504
DS3 131101326 235 9,5 2482
DS4 132701340 322 11,1 2905
DS’5 134101347 269 10,2 2635
DS6 13481355 360 10 3611
DS7 13561360 250 8,5 2947
DS8 136101365 195 7,5 2605
DS9 13661370 275 9,3 2967
DS10 137101375 206 8,3 2476
SDI1 140101407 351 8,4 4154
SDI2 14081414 413 8,1 5101
SDI3 141511420 302 8,8 3413
Sum 3540 9,1 38800

Source: Relational database! tablel (“perstab’)_basicallyt built_onl thel indexes_ off personsl froml the
Diplomatarium/Suecanum, 1829 2004.

Regardlessl of thel sourcel critical temarks! I havel brought tipl (if possible), therel arel 38 800 men
and wwomen' known byl name! froml thel indexes_of persons/ Not evenl 10_%Lofl these_ observations
arelivomen; most of them! (likel thel men)lwerel propertied and belonged! tol the ipper stratal of
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society. If wel consider the percentagel bf women fort eachl period, therel is 4l falling tendency
downl below! 10.%0lin the DS 3l period (1311[1326) and laterl onl from the/ DS 6[(13481355) and
duringf thel SDUILtol SDL Bl periods (14011420). This_could of coursel bel 4 coincidencel or it may
havel to_ dol withl howl thosel alphabetical listings_ oncel werel constructed, mostl 6f them[ hotl after
thelearlyl1950s. But as anl ¢conomic historian/ I'wonder if thelVariationslin thosel telational figures
betweenl thel sexesllcould bel al symptom__ofl demographic_realities. It is ivorth a_moment of
speculation/in thellight' of . hew! demographid studyl ofl thel fourteenth' and fifteenthl ¢enturies.

Janken Myrdal hasl published 4 bookl about_ how Swedenl was_hitl by’ the Blackl Deathl between
1350Cand1500..Myrdal’stvorklis al synthesis between thel manyt studies that previouslythavelbeen
made_andl uises_hew sources, forl examplel statistical investigations_through! thel Huvudkartoteket.
Inlshort, Swedenl and thel manyl epidemics_ofl Bubonid plaguelis'hol exception froml thel fest of
Westernl IEurope. [Thel Ireductionlof ithel Jpopulation 'wasl Imassivel land Ithel 'desolation lof ithe
countrysidelsvent on fort almost 4 hundred years. Thelauthor bringslhip_the question. ofl whether
thel femalel partl of thel populationlwasl struckl harder, butl hel regretsl hot having hadl thel time' to
investigate. this_further." Ostoelogical researchl has detected no sign of women’s (contrary to
men’s) health becoming worsel duel tol ¢hangeslin nutrition during the/ Middlel Ages in Sweden."

It islal fact that manylof the people hit byl the! first great ¢epidemiclofl Black' Deathlin Europel1347L]
1352 3werel children tol parents that had survived a line  of catastrophiclharvests 1315[1319." And
froml thelmiddlelof thel fourteenthl centuryl Sweden Wwas_ struckl disastrously byl plaguelin thelyears
1350,13591360,.13681369 (and maybe 1389), followed by harsh ¢pidemicslin 1413142101422,
143914401455, 14641465 and( 1 495.13[Between]hese@andemicsEthererere[humerous[fninor
epidemiclloutbreaks.[[The lower proportion_ofl females_inl tablel lno.. 3 'during periods_ofl bad
harvests_and thel Bubonic plagues_ supports thelimpression that women were hit hardert during/ the
latelmedieval demographic ¢rises. Theluppertstrata of Sweden seem, according tolMyrdal[to have
survived. the! Blackl Death better than thel poor.[Thel aristocracyt simplylhad thel tesourcesl tol get
awaylWwhen| theldisease/was approaching, Talbeit el may doubt that the ipper strata women were
givenlthat' opportunity in thelsame  degree’as theirl malel telatives/ H thelmedieval agewaslofl ¢ourse
anlérawherelmen ¢camel firstsvomen second!”

ThelBlack Deathlalsol camel tol Finlandl but did not strikel so hard herelas in Sweden and Norway.
That is at least thel picturelvel have today, althoughl that image has beenl ¢questioned.'TThe Tack of

direct evidencel canl in_imyl opinionbel bridged thanks tol thel hew! tools. Marko Lamberg has
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demonstrated this'" | ‘and Myrdal has recently further analyzed some of his_ prosopographical
figures'for towns."*InThis[study” Myrdal ipresents suggestions lof ffurther research; ithel lnew
electroniclldevices Jarel linspiring/ Isincel Itherel Jarel Isol Imanyl lnew! lopportunities. |/Among Jthe
possibilities_ forf reaching al clearerl imagel bf what happened inl Finlandl bnel could among other
methods perform prosopographical studies, hot least tol seel ifl morel peoplel disappeati afterl each
great outbreakl of the Black Death."”

Bd Franzénis a PhDltesearcher at thel Department of Economic History, Universityl ofl Stockholm
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Monografier uitgivna avi Stockholmsistad,[vol.[155[$tockholm(2001.
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Myrdal Janken, Jordbruket under feodalismen 10001 700 Det svenska jordbrukets historia vol. II.
Stockholm(1999.

Myrdal 20031/ Myrdal Janken, Digerdiden, pestvigor bl tideliggelse )| Ett perspektiv_pd senmedeltidens
Swverige 1Sallskapet. JRunical let Medizvalia/ IScripta iminora vol. 19, IStockholm[12003. 1Y oullcan

download’ thel book from: www.ckon.slu.se/forsknin/agrar/forskning/Artiklar/Digerdoden.pdf.
200502(13.

Séderberg Johan, Sveriges ékonomiskd historia_J/| Medeltiden ! Malm61996.

Notes

McCormick /2001, p.4.

ZFritZ B [TDelsvenska medeltidsbrevens fradering il 1800 taletsTborjan/ Enlarkivhistoriskl dversikt” [Sartryckine
Meddelandenlfran $venska Riksarkivet 61 aren1976[1977 [ p[114.

¥ Huvudkartoteket,/’Delsvenska medeltidsbreven i Svenskt Diplomatariums huvudkartotek” [CDIROM Yersion 2,
Svenska Riksarkivet/$tockholm2001. [ Thelproject of ¢reating the Huvudkartoteket started already in the[1980s
underfthelleadershiplof Birgitta Fritzand aftef hetf thel projecthas'been taken over by Claes. Gejrot. Therelis one
more important digital publication ofl sSummaries concerningf Swedishland Finnish'medieval history (and solfar
unprinted). It is[byBirgitta FritZ and Géran Badrnhielml with morelthan1300lsummarties from thelTetters that
contain'monetary data from(13197tol 1363 Theltitleis: ’Sverigesimynthistorial Magnus Erikssons[id 131971363

(University of Stockholm, Word Perfect file1990).

‘F rom(thelperiod 133001350 therelseems to belroughly 15 %l morelrows (posts) in thelHuvudkartoteket than
printedIetterslin/the Diplomatarium Suecana (Myrdal 2003, p.[107) [ For a more detailedlanalysis ofl thel telationship
between Diplomatarium Suecana and the/ Huvudkartoteket[seelMyrdal 2003 [p.[105[116.

5 www.ra.se/ra/diplomat.html.

6 Myrdal 2003, p.125.

! DiplomatariumFennicum, www.sls.fi/fmul (Database) and Finlands'Medeltidsurkundervol [FMU VIIIL,[1910]
1935[FMUL¢an’dlso be found in‘anf optically tead Versionat www.sls.fi/fmu.

8 ThelSoftward Tuselis ¢alled R:BASE and it is built dn Standard Query Languagel (SQL)which[is d very éffective
toolinlrelational dabases fore ¢onnecting and measuring data. Anyoned who is interested in‘having a ¢copy of perstab’
maywritel tolBo.Franzen@ekohist.su.se.

Mnlmy databaselonlthel trading town of Arboga froml the fifteenth andlsixteenthl ¢enturies/the  tatio betweenl the
sexeslislsSomewhat higher fortwomen/16,2[% (FranzénB,[¥Sturetidens'monetira system /[ Pant ellet penningarsom
informationTképstadenl Arboga” 1998 tablel 3:1land 3:2[ page[ 77[f and 89)[althoughl that index! of persons (printed
asiwell asimyl downloaded ¥ersion)includeswwomenasiwell as'men without a hame. In"'my dpinion medieval towns
offered morelmarket dpportunities forl women' thaneélsewhere (see Franzén 2002), and daughters[in towns did,
according tol thellaw, inherit équallylwith/ the[men,<while outside  thel towns theylinherited dnly half ¢compared tol the
sons.[This'anomaly Hil ¢.[that women in[Swedish towns seemlto havel been allittle[bit bettet off économicallyl than[in
thel¢ountrysidel+ ¢ouldbeld phenomenonl causedlby ddoptionlofl burghettinstitutions_from Hanseatic ¢odes. The
relativelytless_constrainedlifel forlsvomenlin thel towns may éxplain thelhigher female proportionin Arboga
compared WwiththeDiplomatarium Suecanum,althoughlthe figures o fl the formerlare b a Taterl datel than of the Tatter.
1 Myrdal 2003, p.97LE.

$6derberg p.55056.

A Myrdal[1999(p[118.

131 Myrdal 2003 p.243(f.

4 Myrdal 2003, p.[98.
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1 Primarily figureslin my ongoing project shows a decreasing sharelof women[patticipating/in theléxchangelof
landed property and credit’ during{the fourteenth ¢enturyl (uplto thelyear1370)[altesult that So far has[surprisedme
becausel of my hypothesis that thelincreasing’ commercialization/ of Society dught to have been followedby 4 trend of
emancipation.

16 Kallioinen 1998 [1.[440.

"The methodlof measuringf thellife $panl 6f individuals'in a dquantitativelwaylisldemonstrated by Markol Lamberg/in
hisappendix13; see[Lamberg/ prosopographical tables, Bilaga 103 [p.[253[275.

1§ Myrdal 2003, p.[97LE.

19 Myrdal 2003, p.[148.f.
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