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Newllightidon(theldolonisation[dof(Nyland/Uusimaa

Westersi Nyland/ Uunsimad durind the laté Tron Agd and Medieval Period.
Settlement bistory_fromi the biewpoint of archaeology| bistory| biology and geology
(Project 2003.2005)

Especially thellatel[ Ironl Agelbut evenl thel medieval period isla poorlylknownl period inl thel history of the
coast and archipelagol bfl southernl Finland.[ Thel archival sourcesl arel scarcel and’thel hithertol known
archaeological finds[_lare, ifl possible, Jevenl rarer. Throughl lcombining historical land archaeological
researchl lwel lcan get Imorel linformation Jabout Nyland/Uusimaal lduring thisl Iperiod../BesidesIthe
traditional_humanisticl sciences there’ arel btherl disciplines, whichl havel provenl tobel veryl useful in
researching prehistoricland. early historic_periods. In our project several disciplines_arel alsolcombined.
These lincludel larchaeology’ land Thistory,[ Jasl well Jas! lenvironmental Isciencesl Jsuchl Jasl Igeologyl Jand
palynology. [ Thel primary  aimsl are’ tolinvestigate thel development of the environment and the_ human
activities, lresourcel lutilization landl Isettlement history ofl Ithel Jarea iwith' Janl lemphasis_ lonl Jmaritime
adaptations_ and! the utilization of the_ archipelagicl resources. Thislincludes_e.g. bccupation, harbour,

navigation, subsistenceland titual activities.

Thelfraditionaliiew

According tol the traditional archaeological Yiew! thel futurel provincelof Nyland ('NewtLand’) had been
sparselyl populated during thel Tron Agel and  during] thel 10" ¢entury! thel population disappeared totally.
According tol thel traditional historical view, thel coastal zonel3was_nhot populated until thel 1 2" and 13"
centuries/whenlthe Swedes colonised hewl areas tol thel éast of the Baltic Sea.” Thelsubsistence strategies
ofl these/ Iron Agel populations.would have beenbased onl agricultureland littlelsweight has been given to
thel imaritimellaspect_of Ithisjpopulation,[ inlother wordsl howlthey! Jutilized thel direct lcoastal Jand
archipelagiclzones.[Fort thelarchaeologistslone problemlhas been’ thellackl of fieldworklin  theselareas of
Nyland, and possiblylbecause_ofl thislnhol settlement o1 harbout! froml thel prehistoricland earlyi medieval
periodiwas knownlinl thel¢oastal area beforel the 1990’s.
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Thelihtegrationdf(Nyland/Uusimaalihtold[partioffheSwedish[bealm
Thelprovinceldf(Nyland/Uusimaa

In historical documents. Nyland/Uusimaa wasl first mentioned as latel as 1310 During that timel the
provinces_of Swedenl iwerel ldivided betweenl king Birger land[ |his”‘two brothers. JAccording to lan
agreementl madel between them Nyland was_onel ofl thel areasl controlled byl thel king’s' younget brother
count Valdemar.’ However, by thel late 1 320sLat thellatest, thel government of thel provincel off Nyland
was_lalready’ larranged. 'Thel iprovincel hadl Jal Ibailiffl I(Lat. Jadvocatus), Ja judge (Lat.[ legifer) Jandl Jan
ecclesiasticl tax' collector underl thel bishoplo f Abo/ Turkulasiwell asl 4 $eal bf its obwn. Soon afterwards
thel province of western Nyland wasl divided intoleight_patishes. (from[tvest tol_east:! Tenala/Tenhola,
Pojo/Pohja, | Karis/Katjaa/ | Ingd/Inkoo, | Lojo/Lohja, | Sjunded/Siuntio/ | Kyrkslitt/Kirkkonummi,
Esbo/Espoo),/whichl togethet! formed. thel county ofl Raseborg/Raasepori/ hamed after thel castle twith
thel Jsamel Iname.[]'Thel Jeastern Iparti Jofl |thel |province lwas | from[ Inow! lonl|called | thel lcountyllof
Borgé/Porvoo. T (Fig./1)

Newl(drchaeologicallévidence

Thel main’ types_ofl_hithertol known prehistoricl siteslin’ this_ coastal areal are burial cairnsl that! inl the
maritime/landscapelare/ hot only dated tol thel Bronzel Age,[but alsol tol the latel Iron Age.[Aslal tesult of
outl project wel have. managed tol show! that_ most_ofl thesel cairnslarel located along possiblel ancient
waterways.Palynological lanalyses’ from[]Orslandet! indicatel Ithat lanl Jagricultural lcontinuity lhasl lits
beginning already in the 6" 7" century IAD/ which[is 1500_ 700  years earliet! than the scholars has
previously thought/ Thisl prehistoric_and_earlyl medieval land 1se was_ very_intensiveland hot merely
occasional slashland burnl¢ultivation. . Howeverl e don’t know wherel thel settlement sitesiwerelsituated
during&he[]late[[ronﬂ‘&ge.5DI'his[ﬂsDDneB)ﬂhe@rimaryﬁoroblems,BVhichB)urBlrchaeological@vork[wﬂ]]ae

concentrated on  during thelhear future.

Sparselfinds
Until tecent years ot many medieval finds'have been found in' the/formerf county of Raseborg.[Most of

thel olderf findslare from parishl churches and thel castles of Raseborg and Junkarsborg. TEven according
tol thel most recent’ éxcavations' thel medieval settlement sites'havel proven to bel¥eryl small inareal and
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thel finds_arel alsol sparse. Not_muchlis leftl froml thel wwooden houses o1l thel domestic_uitensils_people
used, and Verytlittle[if any; datable! findslarel found froml thesel sites Even| thel cultural Tayerslin the soil
ofl thesel siteslarel veryl thin. Most iitensils_must havel been made  froml brganicl materials. and after being
left onl thel ground’ theyl havel totallyl disappeared. Thel scarcel find material isl dominated byl pieces of
imported items.The  samel phenomenonlhasl alsol beenl tecognised byl Bwedishl archaeologists: it is very
difficult tolidentify medieval tural settlement in ¢entral Sweden.’

Importantisites

Thel Kulldkersbackenl sitel inl horthernl Bnappertuna, excavated alreadyl in 1926, wasl included inl this
project_for furtherl tesearch and showed tol havel anl interesting find material Thel material froml the
settlement at the seashorel included both Tron Agel typel and! Slavid earthenware as well asl 14™ century
stoneware. pottery froml twolor three houses..Onl this site/ we havel the first indication 0f anl bccupation
that! continuesl over thel formerlyl deserted period betweenl thel 10" and 13" centuries.” The' site isl still
unique’in’ thelarea[but thel palynological/and other ¢évidence showl that in/ the future’ similar sitesl¢anlbe
expected.[Beveral palynological samples_havel beenl taken froml different parts'of Nyland but they are
still being processed.

Thel archaeologicall wworkl at Orslandet_inl thel archipelagol ofl Ingal is still in’its early phases_but in
Hang6/Hankol twolfield seasons_bfl_excavations_havel been conducted. Thel find material shows_ that
Hangdl was permanently settled at thel latest during the middlel bf the 13" century. Somel Tron Age
pottery_haslalsolbeenl found froml thelsite. but. holpropet evidencelof permanent prehistorid settlement
has'been revealed yet. Thel éxcavationslin thel summer 6ff 2004 tesulted in[ 4l surprisinglylwell preserved
13" and 14" ¢entury settlement and an abundancel of pottery Mostl of the potterylwas $ol ¢alled protol]
stoneware_and_stonewarel butt_alsolSlavic_potteryand alkilver! coinl from between 1320Land1340_AD

9
werel éxcavated.

Anotherl important sitelis Koklax/Kauklahti in[Esbo/Espoo/whichlWwas ¢xcavated in 2002 and 2003 by
thel National Boardl ofl Antiquities._According to both[ thel évidencel of thel potteryland theltadiocarbon
datingl of charred cereal grains/ this sitelin thel éstuary bfl thel Rivetl Esbo/Espoo_has beenl colonised
during thel 13" century/ Remains off several medieval buildings werel documented. Thel finds consisted
mostlylof ceramicsimost of which[werel Germanlstoneware but there werelproto_stonewareland ¢astern
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Slavicl pottery as_well. In thel middlel ofl thisl sitel 4l graveyardl dating mostl probably tol thel earlyl o1 high
Middlel Ages waslalso found. "

Test éxcavations'andl $mallerl éxcavations'havel been conducted and arel being planned onl several sites
(e.g/Busd in the archipelagol of Ekenids/Tammisaari) in the project area. Furthermorel many deserted
village! sites havelbeen found that havelyet to beltesearched.[Onl thel site. of onellargel ¥illagelabandoned
inl thel1550’s Mankby in Esbo, many ofl thel structures/ ¢.g. thel remains ofl over 15[ houses and several
deserted toads arel still visible.[ (Fig/ 2)

Evidenceldffrade

Evenliff findsl from[ many! off thel sites arel scarce, many! interesting| ceramicsl_havel been found  from
certain lcoastal settlement sites. [Thesel ffinds lofl imedieval lceramics arel remarkablyl diversified. Tate
medievall Germanl stonewarelhasl been found froml several_ sites| butl there arel oldetl ceramics_asliwell.
Hango, Kullakersbacken and Koklaks havel revealed several pieces_ofl Germanl protol stonewarel and
early stoneware froml thellate[ 13" and 14" ¢enturies. Furthermore, from! thel same! sites and evenl from
somel others, alsol pieces of sol called Slavonicl ot Baltid earthenware havel been found. Somel of these
ceramics_arel briginally from’ Northlwesternl Russial ot thel Novgorod! region’ and somel imightl bel of
Estonianl production These  potteryt findslare evidencel ofl thel Hanseaticl tradel toutel from[ Liibeck’ to
Russia, particularlyt Novgorod.

This[8lavonic_potterylis_thel first archaeological evidencel from medieval contacts between Nyland and
thel Baltic countries. orf North western Russia.. Froml historical sources wel know! that the ¢connections to
Tallinnlin Estonia have  beenllively at least froml thel early 14" ¢enturylonwards. Al toute from Blekinge
vialthel southern coast of Finland to Tallinn/is described already in a Danishlitinerary from/ thelmid[13th
century.' From twol of the places mentioned inl this itinerary H Hangé and Ors[H el have also/ during
thellasti year, gotten somelearlylmedieval archaeological évidence.

Expansiveldolonisation[driseverallsetbacks?

Traditionally. Nyland has_beenl seenl as_anarea ofl intensivel colonisation during| thel swholemedieval
period./Aslal tesult off this_ colonisation therelswerel cal 2500 farms_in/ 750 hamlets o1l settlement siteslin
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Western Nyland inl thel middlel 6f the 16" ¢entury." They werel divided inl ¢ight parishes and ¢a 100/ tax
areasl ¢alled bo/However thelamount of bo/s<was practically’ the' samelin’ 1451 and thelamount ofl farms
seem| to bel onl thel samellevel alreadylin 1413." ' Thellast 100.150 years of the medieval period ¢can hardly
bel ¢alled a period of intensivel colonisation!

Thelhistorical recordsl themselves arel important inl analysing thel landscape. [ Welhave  collected detailed
information’ onl every single’ mid 16" eentury hamlet inl the province! On 17th and 18™ centuryl maps
most ofl the locations where thesehamlets'havel existed can bel found.[Thanks| tol theselsourcestvel can
locatel thel medieval settlement! sites_ and_ thel small fields around them. Furthermorel an analysis_of
historical mapsl andl tax tecords has  revealed ca’ 40 deserted medieval hamlets. Manyl feasons, suchl as
wars_andl eroplfailuresl canl havel caused thel desertion off farms. Some_of the settlement sites_might be
totallyl deserted but in several otherf cases, thel inhabitants'have. moved tolanothet place. Somel general
changes havelalready beenl traced éspeciallylin thel veryl coastal zone wherelland uiplift has' changed the
environment and forced people to_movel closer tol thel sea. Fome settlements might have beenl deserted
becausellofl thel infamous 14th[ lcenturytplague, thel Black Death. From Kullikersbacken, wel have
archaeological evidence! that! it has been abandoned. in thel middlel bfl the 14" tentury ot during the
decades of theBlack Death."”

Thel[HolelofThelnobilitylih[fheldolonisation

According tol Ithel traditional Iview! |thel Inobilityl |didn’t Jtakel Janyl significant Jpart Jin Ithel |Swedish
colonization lof !Nyland. Instead it lhas Jbeen lseen Jas an Jimmigration Jofl_lindependent ipeasants.'®
However[ an analyse_ ofl the/ land ownership_ teveals several earlyt manors. FEachl of themlis_situatedlin
central locations”along ancient waterways ot on_thel coastal road joining IAbol and NViborg/ Viipuri
castles.[All these_manors'have_originally' been surrounded byt al couplelof tenant farmsLor al fief aslxvell.
Similar noblelimpact has_beenl revealed froml othetf coastal tegions inl Finland, suchlas'in/ the northern
part ofl Finland Propetf and the vicinityl of Viborg/ Viipuri.' T Furthermorelit $eems! that in Nyland  these
noble families'havel taken an'activel tolelinl éstablishing of parishl ¢hurcheslin/at Teast Tenala, Pojo/Karis,
Ingd and Sjunded. (Fig.3)
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Aldhain(df(Hoyalldemesnes

Inlthe! Tate! 13" centurylit seems| that inl thel southern andl ¢astern! part of Finland Proper a ¢hain of toyal
demesnesl lwasl established. These demesneslwerel lsituated Jalong la Icoastal routel_‘about )220 Jtol 130
kilometres from’ eachl other., Kusté/Kuusistol and Runagird/Ruonankartanol arel located in’ Finland
Proper. Helgi/Pyhijoki lay onl thel boardet of thellatel medieval ¢ounties of Aboland Raseborg.' In the
western part of Nyland were[Skavistad and Ramsj6. Thel éarliest mentionl off Skavistadlin Pojolis already
in thelswill of idrotsT Mathias' Kettilmundsson.'! Previously Skavistad has hot beenl identified asl 4 toyal
demesne Howevert it consisted ofl 4 fief almost_ identical tol thosel in Helga, Runagird and Kusto.
Ramsolis once, in 1461/ ¢alled a former toyal manor.™ (Fig, 4)

Anlexactlyl similatt chainl off toyal demesnes was_¢stablished in Helsingland, another provincelintegrated
intol thel Swedishl tealml during thellate 13" and  éarly' 14" ¢enturies. Thesel demesnes| served tol organize
colonization inl bordet! areas. to bolster thel authorityl bf thel Swedish' crown and werel centres for tax
collection'and administration. Situated along/ toads and waterwaysl theylalso_offered accommodation for
people inl thel servicel of thel ¢rown.” Later during thel 14 ¢entury! the! castlel of Raseborg twas built and
thel¢rown nollonger needed theldemesnesiin Nylandlanymore.

Conclusion

Despitel thatt Nyland has_been studied duringf the last! century largel ¢oastal areaswerel still inknownl to
archaeological and historical tesearchers. Whenl thesel areas werel studied during/ thellast threel yearslit
was_shownl that! thel late/ Tron Ageland medieval settlement historyl ofl thel arealhave hot beenl properly
understood.[Inl thel coastal and archipelagic zones there has been agriculturelandl occupation froml the
middle Tronl Age onwards Alreadylinl the[ Iron Agel thel maritime landscape has been important, as s
shownl byt thel manyt findslandl burial cairns_all bver thel area. Thel first archaeological indications_of
uninterrupted occupation onatl least' somelofl thel settlements founded. during thelIron Agel have how

been found.

Furthermore, somel early. medieval settlement sites,[ suchlasi Hangdl by, Kullakersbacken,[ Koklax and
Ors have alsollbeen located landl lexcavated. [Froml tthese coastal isites_ there is_ newl archaeological
evidencel of medieval connections. to. bothl Western and Eastern Europe.[Futurel analysis_of thesesites
canlprovide muchl hewlinformation onl the'humanlactivities, tesourceluitilization and settlement history

inl Nyland..Onel_off thel resultslwel hlready. havelis_ that! 4l significant partl off thel settlement sites ivere
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duringf thel medieval times, connected tol thel maritimellandscape, and settlement dynamicsiwerel related
tol thelTocal Tand uiplift.. As wel canlseel froml¢.g. Busoland Orslthel sites werel deserted when! thel distance
tolthel sea grewl too much.

Nyland haslalwaysl beenl characterised asl anl area ofl medieval colonisation conducted byl thel Swedes.
Previouslyt thisl ¢olonisation has been $eenlaslan/ immigration of independents_peasants. As a hewl tesult
asignificant hoblelimpact has beenl verified bothlin’ the colonisation activity itself andl thel establishing
of parishl churches as[wvell.

In thel earlyl 14" ¢enturyl thel provincel 6ff Nyland had 4 bailiff, a judgel and anl écclesiastic tax| ¢ollector as
welllas a seal of its_dwn.During thel samel time'd chainl ofl toyal demesnes ¢onnected. this area to Finland
Propertand Turku/ Thelwestern part of Nyland, the countyl off Raseborg wasl $oonl organised intol ¢ight
parishesWhen! the Swedishl tealml wasl ¢onsolidated during thel 13" and' éarlyl 14 ¢enturies Nyland was
awell brganised province and not a terel area of ¢olonisation. *
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Fignrd 1 . Western_Nyland.

Figurd 21 Important archaeological sites ientioned in the article.
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Figurd 4. Higlh inedieval toyal demesnes.
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