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Introduction

Dies[Medievales(2004

Dies Medievaleslis 4 biannual conferencel ofl medievalistslswelcoming scholars| advanced students_and
interested_publid_hlike.[ In 2004, Dies[ Medievales wasl brganisedl in Helsinkil byl Glossa H Society for
Medieval Studiesl in’ Finland, Swedish Historical Society in’ Finland, thel Finnish' Historical Society,
Centrel forf Nordic. Studies_and Renvall Institutel forl Areal and Cultural Studies. Thel official partl took
placelon 13" and 14" August.

Thel main theme off thel conferencel wasl #‘Cultural andl Economic Assimilation inl Medieval Northern
Europe,”with sub themes 9Conquest, Colonisation and Christianity,” “Hagiography and History,land
“Urban Networks.”[ Thesel themes[tere  discussed inl keyl notel lectures and in separatelsworkshops.[The
conferencel programmel included lectures’ by such’ distinguished scholarsl as' Prof. Sverrel Baggel from
Bergen, Prof. Lars/ Bojel Mortensen from/ Bergen, dr. Carsten Selchl Jensen from Copenhagen, dr. Bo
Franzén froml Stockholm, dr[John Lind from  SDULandl dr/ Hannol Brand from[ Groningen/| Friday’s
program ¢nded with Jarl Gallénllecturelwith the handingf dut of the!first Jarl Gallénl prize.

Culturall@ndEconomic[Assimilation

Froml thel ninth and tenthl centuries_onward even! the. northernmost_parts_of Europe_werel slowly
integrated_lin Ithel lcommonl Imedieval lcultural| social Jand JeconomiclIsystem.[This lintegration Jand
assimilation tooklplacelin[ ithel formlofl Jthe[ IChristianityl land with[Jsocial structures_Jand leconomic
networks¢loselytintertwined withlit.

Hagiographyland creation of wwritten historyl for thel newlyl christened peoples_sverel essential mediums
ofl thesellargerl processes. Another bothl cultural’ andl economicl changeliwas_ thel development of irban
centres_and networkslall'around the/ Northern Europe. Especially radical change took placelaround the
Balticland Northernlseassverel thel ¢arlief irban centres werelScarce.

Thelfirst theme, Conguest| Colonisation_and Christianity/took alookl onl thel vast ¢hangelin/ different parts.of
northern [European. JThel second ‘theme, Hagiography_and History focused Jon specified literary and
religious_genre.[ Thel third theme, Urban INetworks| turned tol thel riselofl tradel all around thel horthern
medieval Europe/[This publication'is basedlonl thel themesland papers_presented at thel ¢conference.

Iwould like! tol thankl outf ¢onferencel guestsiand participants'asiwell as'Tuomas MS Lehtonen/ thelhead
ofl_thel brganizing’ committee. I wvant tol express_my special_gratitudel to_ Jannel Malkki, thel conference
coordinator, as_swell as_ Akseli Salmi and Marita yon Weissenbergl forl theirf commitment in thel process
of editing thel conferencel papers. Last but hot'least, I would like tol thankl ourl anonymousl teferees for
theitf valuablelwork inlcommenting all papers.
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Furtherihformation:

Glossad HSociety fort Medieval Studies in Finland http: / /www.helsinki.fi /historia/glossa/

Swedish Historical Society in/ Finland, http: //pro.tsv.fi/historiskal foreningen/index.html

Finnish' Historical Society http://www.histseura.fi/englanti/hakemisto e.html

Centrel forl Nordid $tudiest CENSlhttp: / /www.helsinki.fi/hum /nordic/english /index.html

Renvall Institutel for Arealand Cultural Studies http:/ /www.helsinki.fi/hum/renvall/english /index.html
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