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Viking[Denmark(CAnd[Early[ Medieval[Italy:[ Al possibility[ for(La

comparison

Introduction

Signs_ofl cultural andl economid changel canl bel traced inl thel transformation” of settlement patterns/ given
that theit structurel wasl usuallyl determined( by inhabitants'andl political authoritieslinterested inl controlling
and ¢conomicallylexploiting thelterritory.

Thereforel it couldl bel relevant! tol discover whichl important transformations_in’ settlement patternsliwere
taking placelin different areas ofl Europelduring thelsamel ¢hronological period.In'Romance Europelswhen
the feudal system was dlreadylin/ise, d newl conceptl ¢émerged inl theladministration  of Tand property, thelsol |
called incastellamento) implemented. by local landowners (nobles’ orf clergymen)_in"order tol display! their
personal power andlWwealth.

Thel decadencel of thel Roman villa systeml lgenerated 4 situationl ofl instability, and  aslal consequence
settlements. werel labandoned[ ot reorganized around al newl centre, thel lcastle, sol that Ithey would be
protected andl¢ontrolledlinla morel ¢fficient way.

However, during the tesearchl forl my mastet thesis, it Wwas possiblel tol ¥erify that similart dynamics ere
recognizablel alsol during thel Vikingl Agel inlDenmark/Danishlaristocratic.manors and Italian( ¢castlesthad a
similart history: theylSverel bothl first tresidencesl for landlords, andl thenl they. becamel teal settlements twith
military/ commercial/and productivelactivities within theirl walls.

Moreover towns_ in. Denmarkl hadl beenl founded sincel thel latel Vikingl Age! (around the tenthl ¢leventh
centuries), often in placesl lalreadyl in[ usel forl lcommercial o1 political jpurposes.. Before townslall the
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productive activities werel iisuallyl limited| tol the_ domestic sphere. Townsl offered al newlenvironment more
similar{fol thel one knownlin o ther Europeanlareas.

In[Ttaly thel situation wasl different. Towns andl bigger cities_ werel inherited froml thel Romanl Agel with[ 4
long] tradition derived  froml Greekl colonies. and Etruscan areas/ But during thel Middlel AgesItalian towns
werelinl decline, suffering al deepl¢risis telated to ¢conomicland political problems.

Afterthaving a looklat similarl examples/ I thinkl that Viking Agelin' Denmarkiand thel Early Middlel Ageslin
Italyl {(morel bt less. from 800Luntl 1100-1200) iwerel both 4 period_bf  experimentation, withl changeslin

economy, societyland,/as d consequence, inl settlement pattern.

Thereforel thislarticlel presentslal possibility to compare! earlyl medieval Italyt and Viking AgelDenmark, two
realities|_traditionallyl considered veryl different froml thel point ofl iew off transformations_ofl settlements
patterns. Il believe! that such 4 study could be tiseful inl order tol bettert inderstand what was happening/ in
medieval Europel concerning the relationshipl betweenl social background, settlement patterns, and the
adoption_ of hew! models.. Myl aim[is_tol herel makel al base for al comparativel study, discussing structural
analogies of settlement patterns and buildingf technique/introducing only someissuesl telated( to social and
political background, whichl¢ould be! treated morel efficientlylin further tesearch.

I'hopel tol belablel tol tefert tol thesel analogieslin thel future, extending this'.comparison tol Scandinavial and
otherareaslinlSouthern Europe; therefore Ilamlintroducing a formal approach/inl érdett tol individuatelvalid
elements_extracted froml thel structurel off settlements.[This approachl basicallyl consists.of al systeml[ ofl five
parameters freely inspired by Weber'sideal types tnethod, as presented by David L/ D'Avray.”

Inlthel following section I present settlement patterns inl Italyl and Denmarki by showing thel most discussed
settlements, inl ordert tol bffer! al general dverview, focusing onl ¢chronology, archaeological data, andl telated

problems.
The!l third section describes mylmethod of analysis'inl order tol dbtainld morel systematic point of view.[ My

methodlis then appliedlin thel fourth| section, wherel settlements froml Italyl and Denmark arel discussed
froml 4 comparative perspectivel in brder tol researchl analogies_ andl differences; and inl thel fifthl section
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conclusions'and possible futurel fesearchlislpresented.

Generalldverview:[Ibokingfor(dnalogies(BetweenDenmarkl@andItaly

This article has aslits_ main point tol comparel thel Vikingl Agel in' Denmarkl and thel Farlyt Middlel Ageslin
Italy; I'havel already! fixed[ thel geographical ¢context/ presented by thel territorial éxtension 6f Denmarki and
Italy, morel ot less as theylarel today. It ¢could[belinteresting/ tol findl 4 ¢hronological framelin[whichl tolstudy
changes inl settlement patterns, aslal process. [T will start tol looklat the! twol countries'and thel twol periods
separately,analysing| theif individuallimits'as' defined by  the previouslyl ¢conducted studies.

Traditionallyl the! EarlytMiddlel Ageslin[ Italytis' supposed! tolhavelbegunin 476/ with the fall of thelWestern
Romanl Empireland! thel depositionl ofl thellastt émperor, the young Romulus Augustulus, byl the' barbarian
Odoacer[Froml that moment the. Western' Romanl Empirel wasl officially’ decayed and hewl entities werel to
replacelit, the sol ¢called Romanl Barbarian  kingdoms, twithl 4 mixed populationl (Latin' and Barbarian) ruled
by barbarian kings; only! the Eastern Roman Empire survived, withlits ¢apital in Byzantium.’

This period has traditionallyl been called’ thel Middlel Ages byt historians, inl 6pposition! tol the' Romanl Age,
andl the  result was[al polarization: thel Romanl Agelwas described aslan advanced!time,[Wwith 4 goodlifestyle,
sophisticated ¢ulture/and anl efficient dentral organization,Wwhilel thel Middlel Ages tepresented dnly decaylin

civilization.

It hasl generallyl beenl supposed! that 4 proper. civilization started againl bnlyl after thel year 1000, fwhich
representedal crucial moment inl history: new! technologies, thel iwiderl spreadl usel bfl coins, economic
growth,land[thel foundingl ofl hewlmarket places. Therefore it became commonl tol distinguish betweenl the
Earlyland Late Middlel Ages/ separated byl thel ¢leventh century, as' conventional teference. This flourishing
wasl_supposed! tol_havel continued until thel end of thel Middlel Ages_andl thel start ofl thel Renaissance,
traditionally! fixed tolthellast twentylyears.of the fifteenth ¢entury.

But this was the traditional chronology, whilel according tol more tecent studies, T thel period between! the
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fifthlandl the seventhl ¢enturies had alspecifid cultural context derived fromla mixturel off different elements:
Germanicland Eastern Europeanl elements brought tol Italylwithl thel barbarian/invasions and preserved.in
the. Romanl Barbarianlkingdoms; Oriental from/ the[Fastern'Roman Empirel and Byzantium/whose soldiers
werel il constant’ presencel onl Italian territory, as_ they had been brdered! tol restorel thel extension off the

RomanlEmpire.

Following thesel hew! definitions, scholarsldol hot consider thel yeart 1000(as ¢rucial anymore.[ Today more
attentionl is_ given! tol finding 4 gradual transition betweenl thel Early and[ Tatel Middlel Ages. Thereforelit is
now! generally supposed. that thelEarly. Middlel Ages started aroundl the ¢ighthl centurylandl ended morelor
less' duringf thel ¢leventhland theltwelfth  centuries.

Thel ¢hronological definitionl of thel Viking Agelwwas nolless problematic. Hencelit has beenl suggested! that
thel definition oft Viking' Agel bel applied. tol the! periodl between! thel first Danish’ and Norwegian raids in
Western Europe, about the. 800, until thel total ¢ollapsel of Danishl power inl England [ inl thel middlel of the
eleventhl¢century.

Vikingf taidslare still 4’ difficult phenomenonl tolexplain/and therefore it has been suggested! that the!lacklof
landl and famine’ caused byl huge. demographicl growth,induced. &l greatl partl ofl thel population! tol travel,
trade, andl$teal goods from other European ¢ountries.’

Butllooking{ at the! territorial situationl off thel Scandinavian countries, it seems. that Denmarkland Sweden
could offer enoughl ¢cultivable land[ tol thellocal population, maybe only! in Norwayt could’ thel situationl be
problematic becauselalVast arealof its territory i occupied byl mountains.

Hencel it wasl_proposed that Vikingsl went tol Western andl Eastern. Europelinl brder tol collect precious
goods andléstablishl hew! trading connections with other countries. TAs proofl of this theory could, inl fact,
be seenl that thel most important consequencel of thel raidsl was_ thel creation ofl al broad trade hetwork
involving Western (thel British| Isles] Frankia/ the T.owl Countries,) andl Germany)_andl Eastern Europe
(Finland thel Balticl countries, and Russia), as vell as' the Atlantid tegions. (Iceland, Greenland, andlAnsel
aux Meadows in Canada).”
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Another important issue_is tepresented by thel conversionl tol Christianity, whichlwas ¢completed onlylinl the
beginning! of thel Middlel IAgesl (around! the eleventhl and twelfth centuries). Danishl Vikings, thel first
Scandinavians touched by conversion,were suspended betweenl thel traditional pagan!teligion and the. new
importedl cult Moreover, around thelkeleventh and itwelfth| centuries_ important changes’ tookl placel in
societyand d new balancelwasl éstablished in/ the state.”

It islinterestingf tol hotel that after thel process_of conversion was completed, Vikings were involved inla
different |kind lof Imilitary lexpedition: Icrusades ltol lconvert [Eastern [Europel Jandl Ithel IBalticl Jareal Ito
Christianity. Thereforel it seems! that' thel Middlel Ageslinl Scandinavial startedl at_thel latest! inl thel twelfth
century, as proved by some televant phenomenal dated to that period:”

1. Thel ¢onstitution' of medieval states, which werel thelstarting points for the.modernl dbnes.
2.Thel¢onversionlof all Scandinavia tol Christianity and[ thelbanishment of thel old( teligion.
3.The end of thel taids directed tol Western Europe.

4. The permanent loss_ofl thel domination of thel British Islesl alwaysl contended between Denmark and

Norway.

Now, if Il try! tol compare thel chronological limits_between! thel Vikingl Agel inl Denmarki and the Early
Middle Ageslin Ttaly it is possible tol findal teal correspondence: they morel ot less'.comprehended alperiod
betweenl the  ¢ighthland the  twelfthl ¢enturies, and this could bel dnel point tol consider in my! tesearch.

Consideringf Ithe larchaeological Idatal lit lisl Jpossiblel ltolIseel Ithat! ithey present morel ot lless_ ithel lsame
characteristics'inl bothl lcountries. [Buildings’ land lother Istructures’ werel imadel lofl Iperishable materials,
thereforel veryllittle off theml havel been preserved until how, onlyl hegativel impressions_inl thel soil such as
post holes/ ditches o1 groundlayers'havel survived. This_means| that the buildingf quality was hot generally
asLgood inl Denmark aslit was_in[Italy/ although! thel qualityl swas_ quitel poorlin bothl areas.['Thel economic
investment inl privatel houses wasl isually low and. peoplel often built their 6wnlhouses. It alsolmeans! that
methodological problemslin studyingandl¢xcavatinglDenmarki and Italy arel hot very different.

Myt goal is_tol prove! that, betweenl the! eighthl and[ thel twelfthl centuries, 4 phenomenonl off tedefining/ the
settlement patterns'happenedlinalsimilar waylin'both{Denmarkland Italy/ T dolhot éxpect tol find any direct
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connections’_orl_exactly thel samel processes, but I want tol find and showl some analogies! concerning
innovationslin(settlement patterns.and building techniqueslderived froml social and political changes.

Inlthe following section Il present the general situation o f thel twol countries [ focusing onl the development
of settlement patterns, by showing/ somel ¢xamplesl focusing mainlylon:

1. Thelstructurel off setlement patterns, paying attention tol function/and people.
2.[Thelplanning'andlfounding of settlements byl political authorities.
3.[The ¢hangeslin settlement patternsias thel consequencel off Social andlpolitical changes.

Thisldata could say something more about Europelbetween thel ¢ighthlandl the twelfthl centuries, iff applied
tola largerl Europeanl context, givenl that theléconomy was generally based onlagriculture,land that political
authorities always took ¢carel of thel same major problems: warlandldefence/administrationl ofl territory, and
interaction/with! teligion.

Denmark

It is generallyl possible tol tecognizel four kinds off Settlementslin[ Vikingl AgelDenmark: tural villages | towns,

aristocratic tnanorsandldirculat fortresses.

Generally speaking, thel building techniquel wasl quitel simplel andl based onl perishable materials{ wvooden
posts_and planks werel the. backbonel of thel buildings, strawt and wattle[withl clay, mud, andl cow! dung
formed thelmainl structure bl walls dndl toofs of the houses.

Thel most_ commonl kind[ off settlement wasl_the tural village, withl al structurel determined! mainly. byl the
necessities_ connected withl agriculture_ and breeding, thel most populart activityl during thel Vikingl and' the

Middlel Ages.

Altural Viking villagel svasl basicallyl composed of al grouplof farms [ eachlofl themllocated onl anl élevated
position/ al lsmall hill called 7gf#/ andl delimited” byl fencesl o1 ditches dugl intol thel ground._ Every farm
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comprehended il variable humber of buildings, all_of theml disposedl Around thel central areal of the #off,
whichl wasl left empty.[ Thel central areal of ithel wholel settlement was_sometimesl left empty, probably
becausel thelWwhole communityl ised it for social purposes.[Thisl peculiar configurationlis’ called by  thel old
Danishl word, forte/whichlindicated! thel centrall empty area.l Al goodl examplel of thisl patternlis| tepresented
by Szdding and some Tron Age Villages, ' like Hodde froml thellast ¢enturyt BC and Vorbasse in the fifth
century,' [the Tast phase/beforel the Viking Agelvillage.

Thelmost important building in'alfarmwasl ¢ertainly thellong house, a hugel building divided intoltwolmain
rooms: 2 longet! onel tised as’ al stable and al shortet onel used as dwelling quarters.' Thelinternal area ¥vas
further dividedlintol three haves byl freestanding posts, called sulert posts/whichl ¢arried the toof. The su/er ]
posts_graduallyl disappearedland byl thel end ofl thel Vikingl Agel thel fooflwasl carried onlyl byl thel perimeter

14
walls.

Around! thellong house therel Wwere several smaller dutbuildings, structuredlas pit housesland pit huts/sunk
deeplintol thel groundland bf different shapes (round, bval[ andl tectangular), all ofl them had al specific
purposed storerooms, smithies ol workshopsl forl making] textiles.

Several Viking villages_ presented d gradual shift inl their location, isually after al period of ¢irca onel ot two
generations. Therefore archaeologists started( tol talk'about 9'wandering”l o1 “migrating villages” . ALhumber
of explanations'werd proposed! tol inderstand. this phenomenon,[forf éxamplel geological transformationslor
thel frequency of $and storms,anlacceptablel theory for thelarea around Vorbasselbut not for éverywhere.
Thenl it was_suggested! that farmers werel moving simply. because! theylswerel looking/ forl hew! territoryl to
exploit,' T andl this_ seemed tol fit with| thel fact that Viking villages' becamel permanent at the end of the
Vikingl Agelsvhenl hew! technologiesltwere discovered inlagriculture, suchl as_ thel vheel plough/whichl3was
used byl all thelinhabitants. It is possible that peoplelstartedlonl similarl dbeeasions tol show! a newt interest in
keeping their land and! tying ties_ of solidarity withl other farmers in thel village Moreover the concept of
land propertyalso became more televant in the new lawl¢ode. '’

Ford example, thel village att Vorbassel presents twol ectors_ofl occupation: thel Easternlsector, thel older part

ofl thel village, dated to betweenl the! eighthl and! tenth centuries, it tepresentsthel isual long houses svith
suler posts. The Western sector, dated! tol thel eleventhl century, included! threel farms and! tepresented! the
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new! kind of long houses withl thel toof  ¢arried by thel walls'andl thel ¢entral roomlleft completely free. The
villagel waslagain_ movedl 500m_ furthet southl duringf thel twelfth' centuryl tol thel placel wherel the actual
Vorbassellays."*

Viking{ Agel villageslwerelvery traditional settlements[Wwhilel towns were albrand new! pattern, whichl ¢reated

a different énvironment for humanldctivities.

Danishl townslaroselin several Wways: somel 0f themlswerel previously seasonal market places| other towns
werel foundedldirectlyl by al king forl special teasons, and lastly somel towns werel thel meeting places for! the
ting o1 forl ¢elebratingl teligious fites.

Towns, thatl werel seasonal market places, had theit first phasel ofl bccupationlaround! the eighth’ century,
whichlisl testified by very simplelstructures,suchlashouses ot huts sunkenlintol thel groundland mostly iised
aslshops.of workshops.

Later, isuallylaround thelninth and( theltenthl¢enturies, thelirban/ phase startedlbecausel thel king/ wanted! to
havelpermanent buildings built in/ thoselareaslasiwell asl defensivelwwalls in ordert ol muchlaslpossiblelexploit
thel productivityl of thesel places."”

Ribe, a townllocatedl in[ Western| Jutland onl thel fiverf Ribe, followed! this_ development: it was_al seasonal
markett placel around thel yead 700, withl 4 good humbet of workshops_ that occupied! thel samel areal for' a
long time. It wasl_even supposed that/ before thel irbanl phase, thel kingl o1l onel of hisl officers tuled the
place,&ssigning@pace@oﬁmerchantsﬂndﬂlrtisans.ZOD%sEhe&ite%rew,[ﬂﬁ]eceived@defensiveBlvallandDbecame
al permanent settlement. It alsol moved. from! thel Northernl tol thel Southern' bankl ofl thel tiver/ wherel the
cathedral swas/ built. In thel twelfthl century/ atl thel end ofl thel Vikingl Age, Ribelwasl al livelyl town twith[ 4
bishopland al famous| trading/ place.

Anothert grouplofl townslwasl directly. founded byt thel king| forl $pecial purposes, asiin thel caselof Hedebylin
Schleswig| Northernl Germany/ Hedeby! was founded byl king Godfred atl thel beginning bf thel hinth
century, probably to improvel the defencel bf thel borderline, the’ Danevirke.* Tatet the cityr became a
market placel wherel merchantslandl¢raftsmen had tol payltribute tol the kinglinl ordet tol tent spacel for their
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activity.. Soonl thel placel attractedlallot ofl peoplel froml everywhere[andlin’ thel hinth and tenth centuries'at
least onel thousand peoplellived there, a ¢churchland al mint for ¢coins werel built/and from 948 thel townlis
mentioned in/ written/ sources as! thelseat of albishop.

The foundation of Ribeland Hedeby ¢anlbel connected with'king Harald Bluetooth,/wholsvas dlsolinvolved
inl thel building ofl thel monumental areal at Jelling/ thel circular fortresses/ and thenl inl thel processl of

conversion to Christianity.

Ribe,[Hedeby,]andDArhus}tartethheirDurbanDphaseDinDthe:bame]period,Daround]theDninth[bnthenth
centuries, and theyl all_hadl al circularl defensivel rampart withl thel samel kind off building techniquel and
structure_ knownl froml thel dircular fortresses Trelleborg Fyrkat Aggersborg/and N onnebakken.”

Thellastl grouplofl towns I am’ going/ to_ consider includes places uised fot social purposes suchlas the #ng
meeting bt paganl rites.”T Theylwerel turned intol towns byl thel kings at thel end of thel Viking Agel by
receiving administrativel and market centres__as_iwell as_ hew! sacred andl residential areas. Later onl those
settlements followed! thel samel development alreadyl presented froml thelafore. mentioned éxamples.

However/ Ithis_ theoryl is_al littlel controversial becausel it is_imainly based onl placel hames ot onl ksmall
archaeological findsl connected tol fituals.[ Fot instancel Lund, 4 town inl Scanial (in' Southern/ Sweden), twas
founded byl Sven| Forkbeard.[Inl thel hinthl centuryl Lundl becamel 4 trading place, and thenl inl the tenth
centurylindert thel reign/ 6ff Cnut thel Great, it was mentioned as onel of the largest townslin Denmarkwell
knownl as 4 centrel fotl teligionl and  trade Not verylmuchis knownl about Lund before it became a town;
however, archaeologists lsuppose it was! a sacred areal basically’ because thel hamel Lund means| little

WOOd” 24

Alsimilar origin[ ¢ouldlbe tecognized! for Ringstedwhilel Odenseland Viborg Wwerd probably uised forl the
ting meetings/ Moreover alsol Odense had 4 circular fortress/ indicating thel strategicl position_ of  thel site
itself{ Tocated/in the middlel of thelisland of Fynonl the fjord.”

Inl conclusion I ¢anl argue’ thatt Denmarkl hadlits first towns in thel Viking age,wherel therel beforel iwere
trading b1l social meeting places. Thenl thel Danishl kings. wanted tol plan(the structurel ofl thosel places'in
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order Itol make! Ithem Jpermanent! Jand Imorel Jproductive, Jandl itherefore  they Iset Idefensivel fwalls land
administrativel centres/and people wereldllowed. tolliveland[worklinl townslinl ¢xchange! for paying tentsland
tributes. Towns, Wwith theifl market places, permitted a better development of thel ¢conomiclactivities giving
new! televance to thel ereation of better quality artefacts/ tisually connected twith thel domestic sphere.*TIn
that vay thel settlement becamel more_ similar tol burl conceptl ofl ' town: 4 geographiclareal swith'al good
numbert of people/ al particular juridical status_and economid activities| evolving graduallyl intol & proper
cultural andl social context.” T When Christianity came’ to Denmark! the process continued in al3vayl more
similarf tol btherf Europeanl areas. Moreover ¢lergymenlhadl churches built inl towns, and they represented a
religiouslauthorityl connected! tol the  ¢entral hierarchy, teinforcingl thel¢onnections with! thel ¢corelofl Europe.

Thelnext kind of settlement I will discuss/is tepresented byl aristocraticcmanors. These settlementsipresent a
central monumental area,Wwith'a hugellong houselas_ thelmain building, ¢alled “hall” [ Al series of pit houses
werel placed around thelhall and theyl werel ised as'storeroomsland workshops, likelin'a market place.
Archaeological materials foundlonl these sites includel high' quality’ artefacts suchl aslweapons/jewels, and
amulets madel of bronze/ silver, and(gold.

Structurel and archaeological materialsl suggested! tol archaeologists. that these settlements[tere aristocratic
manors:_thel hall wasl thel residencel of thel lord and workshopsliwerel collected! all around. it in orderl to
provide anything/ thellord needed.

It islalsol possible that thellord wanted! tolhirel merchants and artisans tol workl fott him neatt his fesidencelin
order! tol control the. commercial activity. connected with hisl territory and probably collectingf al fent for the
spaceoccupied by the workshops.[ It has alsol been suggested that hel couldl dfferi special ¢conditions tol the
workers| tol éncourage. them! tol come indet his_ control byt granting theml favours, giving precious presents
and bythiring al privatelarmyl that ¢ouldlassure protection and/stability for the/settlement.

However, this kind of pattern represents_anl exception and only 4 few! sites. canl bel consideredlaristocratic
manors. Thelmost studied arelLejreland Tisso.

Lejrelisl todayl al small village, located bnl thel river. Lejrel that flowslintol thel Roskilde fjordl onl Zealand
Island; thel kitel iwvas_ datedl byl thel archaeological findings: it seems_ it was founded in thel seventhl and
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abandoned inl the tenthl century.”

The! firstt mentions_ ofl Lejre inl written sources_ comel froml Icelandic sagas, Danish| chroniclesiandlthe Gesza
Danoruni byl Saxol (Grammaticus. Saxol wrotel thatl Skjold,/ Odin’s sonl and founder ofl thel most ancient
Danishl toyal dynasty, thel Scyldings,” chosel Lejretol bel their personal tesidence.. Moreover! I¢ré Chronicle,
written'inl thel twelfthl ¢entury, givesa long list 0fl hames: kingsiwhollived there/ many of which[Werel felated
tol thelScyldings dynasty.

Tissel has its[location/in[ Zealand too, onl thellake Tisse, Tkml froml the S7rd Be/t coast. This arealis famous
sincel thel seventies_ duel tol thel discoveryl off preciouslarchaeological materials/ fort éxample:lin[ 197704 two
kilograml golden hecklacelwas found and dated tol the year 1000.* Thenlin 1979 twol graves of decapitated
menlwere discovered, dated byl the €14 method tola period around 1030:1040. T According to typological
analysis_conducted onl thel foundlmaterial /it seemsl thatl bccupation off thel sitel started inl the sixthl century
and éended suddenlytinl the! first half 6 f the ¢leventhlcentury.

Thel monumental area at Tissol comprehended the hall and an enclosure, probably consecrated tol Tir's
cult,’as testified by thel findingl bf jewels and weaponslinlanl area closel tol A hill along thellakeshores.
Tracesloff similar ritualsiwerel foundlinl other places'in' Denmark,as thel lakel Soborg andl thel fiver Vereborg
inlZealand, then'in Kolindsundlarealin Djurlsand [Eastern Jutland.

It is temarkablelthat bothl places were connected withl thel VikingsTmythical traditions, suchlas old tituals.or
alholyl dynastyt of kings, and peculiatt artefacts_ hot knownl from  other sitestinderlined! their felevance. For
example, glazed pot shardsl of lead werel found at Lejre hall TheyWwere produced withlocal ¢lay but the
shapel andl techniquel werel very closel tol Englishl potteryl from’ the! samel period/ thel tenth and eleventh
centuries. Therefore it was supposedl that lords_lofl Lejre hired Englishl ceramists iwhen [England fand
Denmark wereltuled byl the/ same king.

Alleadlseal foundlat Tissel testifies. thel political televancel of this place; thel seal tepresents the portrait ofla
militaryt officerl froml Byzantium, Patrikios. Theodosios whol had(thel titles oft Chartularios and Protospatharios.
In[ 840 hel¥was responsiblel for the armourytand. thel enlistment office; thereforel it is' possiblel that he’ came
tol Scandinavial to hire newl mercenaries andltol buy iron for thelarmy.”
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Thesel findsl suggest ithat_ aristocraticlmanors_had al special relevance. They werel probablyl considered
administrativel centres/ also_ knownlabroad; the samel findsl give is_evidencel ofl anl aristocratic lifestylel and
lords'wholwerelprobablylactive inl thel éxploitation of both trade andTand property.™

At last a veryl interesting settlement pattern| is’ representedl byl circular fortresses, whichl had al peculiar
configuration, knownl only. in’ 4l limited humber ofl sites, all_ of  them located inl Denmark: Trelleborg in
Zealand [ |Aggersborg/ Jand Fyrkat in[ Jutland, then[ ‘at last Nonnebakkenl lonl [Fynl Islandl Jand ‘another
Trelleborgf in Scanial (in’ thel Vikingl Agel Scanialwasl part of thel Danishl kingdom) twerel presumably! circular
fortresses, butd systematiclstudy has not yet been done.

All'the fortresses_hadlal strongf geometrical structure! that' canl indicatel thel presencel ofl 4l conscious. project.
It hasl been suggested that al similarl pattern could bel motivated byl hecessities. connected withl military

activity.”

Thelstructure is almost thel samelinl every place: 4l circularl defensivel tampart madel of timberl and covered
withl turf] whichl surroundedl thel corel of thel settlement. Thel street system included 4. circulat! road. that
followed thellayout of thel tampart andlsurrounded all of thelinnerl space/and two main orthogonal streets,
whichl started froml thel four entrances,located at thel four cardinal points_andl crossing each otheri at the

geometricalﬂtentre@)ﬂheBetﬂement.’%

Thelorthogonal streets divided| thelinner spacelinto four livingl quarters, in[ which/ four houses werel situated
aslinlal square, with a squarel court andlsometimes’ a $maller houselin the middle; all thel dimensions.ofl the
buildings were! based iponla modified version of the Romanl foot.

Aldifferent kind ofl long houselwas foundin fortresses, ¢called #relleborg house| after! the hame off Trelleborg,
thel ffirst fortress  tol bel excavated.’ Thosel houses had basically! thel shapel of a commonl long house,
rectangular withl bowedllongf sides, but Wwithl Some structural differences: thel toof wasl carried byl al towl of
external posts [ fixed intol thelgroundlatan angle ofl 20° towards thelwall Thus| thel innet spacelwas divided
intol threel fooms: twolsmaller toomslwere located at the gables'and isedlas/storerooms,dnd aTarger ¢entral
roomlwas used for living,as' confirmed byl thel presence ofl fireplaces.™
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Thel ldiscovery lof circular fortresses. limmediately |provoked a 'discussion Jandl Idifferent theoriesl were
proposed. tol explainl the structurel and functionl off suchlal pattern. Moreovet the! fortresses werel located in
isolated! places, on hills surrounded byl waterwayslas impossible tol sail inl thel Vikingl Agelas’ they arel today;
therefore the theoryl that thel fortresses would havel been market places has/beenl discarded. ™

At first it Svasl suggested! that Trelleborg wasl a kindl ofl militaryt centre, ised tol muster andl train thel army,
thus_ it was alsol thought that Sveinl Forkbeardwanted thel fortresses built/ maybelinl connection with the
conquest of England/ aroundl thel jear 1013.This theoryl seemed! partiallyl proved byt Icelandic $agas, in
whichl special militaryl placeslarelmentioned where  soldiers were! trained for war, andlsvomenlandl children

werenotallowed folénter.”

Furthet excavationslat Trelleborg, and hew! oneslat Aggersborgl between 1945 and[1954 [ andl then Fyrkat
between 1950Land 1963[ clarified thel situation:"al huge humbet off femininel jewels, especially. brooches,
loom[3veights, and spindle whorls, werel found/in thel fortresses| testifying! thel presence of womenlinl the

41
fortresses.

Moreover/archaeological materials from[ Trelleborg werel dated byldendrochronology tol thelyears[ 980981,
thel lend ofl [Harald Bluetooth's reign.* Thel buildings  in the fortress_did not present signs lof repair,
indicating that they werel only ised fort 4 short time probablylabandoned beforel thelyear 1000.

Datal from[ thel othet fortresses correspond. tol theldatingf 6f Trelleborg provingf that Harald[Bluetooth, and
not Svenl Forkbeardwwvasl behindl the planning of thel fortresses. Hel probablylwvanted al placel tol muster his
armyand his_ officers, tol assurel better control over the! territoryl of his'kingdom,[hich' comprehended all
of. Denmarkl andl thelislands, Schleswigl inl Northern' Germany, Scaniain Southern Swedenl and Southern
Norway.”['Thuslarchaeological lartefacts proved Jthe Jexistencel lof trading and Thandicraftsinsidel ‘the
fortresses, suggestingf that thel king hired artisansland merchants tol provide anything/ needed.

Inl conclusion'itlis possiblel tol say that settlement patterns_and! thel choicel of different! kinds off buildings
werel determined. byl functional hecessities, connected. with economicl of militaryl activities. An’ authority
(king ortJord) oftenl planned and decided thel foundationl of newl settlements. This involvement depended
onl the possibility tol takel commercial orf $trategic advantages,| thereforel a settlement ¢ouldlsometimes hot
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surviveifl anlauthority was nollongerinterestedin’it.

Italy

Archaeological datal telatedl tol thel endlof thel Romanl Agel andl Latel Antiquity, betweenl thel fifthl and  the
eighthl centuries| shows 4 changel inl setlement patterns and building| techniques’ throughout all of the
Italianl territory, forl example: froml anl organic and centred! pattern| tol & more fragmented onel andl then
fromlbrick'and stone to perishable materials. ™

Most of thelinformationl concerning thel Early. Middlel Ages' comes froml sites abandonedlaround! thel fifth
ot thel sixth’ centuryl orf converted intol Lombardl cemeteries wherel buildings. couldlleavel evident traceslin
thelgroundWwithout being ¢ompromised by newlstructures.®

This_entirel phenomenonl was_ probably producedl by anl economic recession) connected tothel political
situation left byl thel so_ ¢alled Gothicl Warl (535[553) fought between Barbarian and Byzantine armies,/and
thel declinel of thel Latin Barbarianl tuling class) swhich created al fragmentationl of’ thel central power into

g

smallef éntities.*

InlJthat Jsituation all IRoman( infrastructures, lsuchl lasl streets, bridges_and ‘publid ‘placesllcould ot be
maintainedl ksl before fotl economicl ot bureaucratid keasons,[ andl hlsol becausel the social _context was
changing/andlallot ofl thesestructures were  simplylabandoned or used forl dther purposes.

The! Ttalianl territory wasl at_this timel administrated only onlal local scale, Wwithout central coordination,
contrary tol the. Romanl Age. Asl 4l consequencel 0f thisl situation| thel Roman vi/a _systeml decayed and a
relevant teduction/Wwasl tegisteredin the numbet of brganic andl¢entred settlements.”’

Unfortunately therelis_hot énoughl informationl tol precisely. describel all thel phaseslin’ settlementsland the

evolution of houses:{Wwritten/ sources_are not detailed, they isuallyt dolnot mention the configuration o f the
setlement and onlyl sometimes, ifl felevant/ thel typel ofl buildings’ and! theit disposition.[Especially for the
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sixthland(seventh ¢enturies archaeological traceslconsist onlylofl ground layers ot post holes.

Allpossiblel pattern’ lofl levolutionl hasl Jbeen proposed, larticulated lintol threel Istagesl land based  lonl ithe
combination 6fl historicall andl archaeological sources/ and sometimes_on analogies betweenl different areas
inl thel Ttalianl tertitory:

1 From| thel fifth[ tol thel sixthl centuryl a chaotic pattern is usuallyl found,* characterized byl al parasitic
occupation of oldbuildings, madel o fibricklandlstone,/incorporated intol hew! woodenlstructures. Stone and
bricklwerelonlylised for special ¢lements such asltoofs/ fireplaces and foundations.

2.[Froml thelsixthl tol thel seventh  ¢centuryl wood becamel thel most important building material together with
straw,_clayl ol mudland vegetablel bindings.[ Thel most_commonl buildingsl werel long houses_and huts,
sometimes_sunkl deeplintol thel ground. This phaselis’ characterized byl few! andl fragilel traces_that are hot
easyl tol fecognizel as_they! arel compromised by morel tecent! buildings_ madel of bricks and stones,[which
have been built over themlat least sinceltheléleventh ¢entury.

3. Froml thel kighthl tol thel tenth centuries, perishablel materials werel still_used and a hew! kind of hut
appeared, tectangularlin shapelwith[swooden posts as thelload bearing structure.

Thenl atl thel endl bf’ thel tenthl century stonel andl brick! gradually’ started tol bel isedl again, especiallyl for

aristocratid and defensivelstructures.

Inl thel countrysidel perishable materials_ havel always_ beenl used, land onlyl around the_ twelfth and the
thirteenth’ centuries is_ it possible_ tol find the! first tural houses'madel ofl brick,twhilel thellast twol phases of
occupationl arel tepresented by woodenl buildings and settlement patterns.comparablel tol thel Danishlones.
Thesel changes werelbrought byl ¢conomiclandltechnical necessities sincel people were building o1 adjusting
theirl ownl houses in townslas-well dslin’ thel ¢countryside, andl perishablelmaterials werel ¢heap ¢asyl to find in
woods andl hot Veryl difficult tolise.. Thereforel 6ld techniques, heverlabandonedlin thel countryside/ were
rediscovered inl thel towns, maybelalsol thanks| tol thelintroduction/ 6f Barbarian ¢ustoms. "

Duringf thel Romanl IAgel professional builders! werel often hired froml Ithel lcentral Istatel itol build new

structures ot tol maintain’ thel older ones, butl howl thel Tackl of 4/ strong central power, thel fragmentation/ of
thel territory together with' anl economid ¢risis (partiallyl derived froml thel Gothicltvar) ¢reateda Situationlin
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whichl commonllandltworkers'had tol takel carel off the maintenancel ofl buildings, évenl thoughl they did hot
havelthe necessaryt skills.

However,/ $ettlement patterns werel determined byl économicland work necessities, andlinl the Early' Middle
Ageslit is generallyt possible tol fecognize three types: tural Villages, towns, and ¢astles.

In[Earlyl medieval Italyl thel general situationlin thel countryside appeared precarious after thel ¢risisiandl the
abandonment 0l thelRomanl villas, tural villages sverel sSimply groups.of houses spread over thel territory.

Duringf the/ Farly Middlel Ages several settlements ¢changed| their location/because farmers were looking| for
saferl places| tol livel orf becausel allocal authorityl (noblel o1t tlergyman) decided! to changel the location! for

. . . 50
economiclandpolitical teasons.

Manylvillageswerel moved! tol places haturally. defended byl mountainslandlhills, ¢reatingl a hewl pattern: the
solealled hill topl village, ' characterized by al $mall extension, harrow houses veryl close tol éachlother, and
usually withl several vertical levels.

Otherl villages temained onl thel lowlands but they werel teorganized around hew! sacred placesl (a_parish,
monastery, ot abbey) ol aroundlandowner's tesidence, becoming nucleated villages.

Forl instancel Montel Zignagolinl Liguria (North Western Italy) twas_a hilltopl village, placed onlal flattened
crest withlanl averagel elevation o6f 670L680m above sea level During! thel Early Middlel Ages buildings were
madel éntirely of wood or wood. mixed[withl stone.[Thel disposition of houses is peculiari becausel 4 certain
distancelwas left between! themlinl order tol ¢xploit thel surroundingl ground(as anl orchard. In thel thirteenth
century new houses, 4 towet and al fencel were built with Tocal stoneland limestone.*

Anteggil (Liguria/ North Wetern Italy) onl thel other hand' continued! tol bel a4l spread[ tural ¥illage tintil the
beginning! lofl Ithel ILatel IMiddlel Ages_|(around Ithel itwelfthl land Ithel thirteenth centuries) when it was
abandoned. However/ the building techniquel of thisl ¥illagel followed! thel general tendency, andlin the
thirteenth centuryl houseslwerel madel bfl local stone, cut andl assembled  withl clay, forming anlirregular

texture.
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But thel situation bfl thel countrysidel continued! tol be_ difficult for 4 longl time, and many! villagesl were
abandoned lot fturned intol different settlements/ for example! hill topl willages, includedlin[ a bigl land
property/were turnedlintol fortified(sites o1 castles.

InlTtaly thel townl pattern/3vas_inherited froml the. Romanl Age, in fact most of the. medieval towns[iwere
foundedduringf thel Romanl Empirel and theyt arel still inhabited! today, lying morel o1t less_ onl theirf original

location.

However/ Italian| townsl suffered 4 deepl crisis_ that $tarted  after! thel fallingl off thel Westernl Roman/ Empire
and_lits lrulingf Iclass;| towns_andl big citiesl becamel smaller and lost Itheit fprevious! relevancel untl the
thirteenth ¢centurylwhen! theyl gained alhewl independent status'becoming /zberd domuni.

Thelmost Visible effect of thelirbanl crisis waslal strongf demographical contraction,whichl left largel empty
areas__that werel promptly convertedlintol ¥ineyards, and alsol fields_andl blivel groves. Thereforel in the
seventies_andl eighties scholars_ thought that thel irbanl lifestylel became morel similat tol thel fural one/ $o
theylinvented expressions like ruralisation and orchard towns.” But todayl this theory is_hol longer $upported
becausel archaeological material and[Swritten| sources| testifyl that, evenl duringf this_ crisis, towns. maintained
their ¢conomicland political importancelinl thel territoryl becausel ofl thel presencel of market places aswell as
political and teligious authorities.™

Moreover/alsolfich Tandowners livedlinl towns, andl theylmadelanl important ¢contribution to preserving the
urbanllifestylelbyl competing against éachl dther/and by building/ ¢hurches and palaces.

However,/ thelurbanl ¢risis created different situationsland deeplchanges. Al good éxamplelis tepresented by
Ravenna,/ al townl located in central Ttaly, closel tol thel /Adriatid_coast (Emiliae Romagna). Ravenna was
foundedby! Valentinian/ TI1 in thel fifth centuryland thel sSamelstructurelis still preserved today. After the fall
ofl thel Romanl Empirel thel townl becamel_onel of thel capitals_of the. Byzantinel Empirel and later ofl the
Ostrogothic_kingdom. Ravennal imaintainedl its_ status_ but it suffered thel crisis, aggravatedl by geological
changes atithe burgus of Classe, the commercial harbour of theltown.[Thel ¢oastline started toladvanceland a
broad, sandyl plain appeared; today! the samelarea is occupied byld pinewood.”
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Thel situation $wasl different inl Southernl Ttaly, wherel morel than halfl of thel Romanl ¢ities werelabandoned
beforelthelsixth and seventhl ¢enturies.

Otherl towns_ changed! their location, forl examplel Altinolin Venetol (North East Italy) and Ventimiglia in
Liguria onl the Frenchiborder (North Western/Ttaly).™

Otherl townslost theit televance’ and werel gradually isolatedlbecause of the. new! political balancel ot battles

ovetl territory.

Fod instancel Luni/ located inl Liguria (North[ Westernl Italy)[3was al very important Byzantinel fortification
(castrum ) during thelsixthl ¢entury/ defending 4 strategicl placel onl thel Ligurian hillsinot far froml thel coast.
Things. changedwhen thel Lombardslentered Italylin 568 iinder the teignl of King Alboin, but they! didn’t
takel Luni until 640, after havingl already! conqueredlitssurrounding territory. Before 640 they changed|the
traditional toadlsysteml tol bypassl_thel town, Wwhichltwas_still 4 Byzantine possession. Inl this sway' Luni was
excluded froml thel Lombard trading networki ‘andl thel Byzantinel connections, andl solits_population
graduallytmoved awaylandl the town decayed.[Thel total areal o f thel townlwas teduced toloccupy thel square
with{the ¢athedral dandlits/boundaries.

Thellast typel of settlement 1 am going tol introducelis the! ¢arlyl medieval ¢astle/which Wwas anl evolution 6f
theByzantine castrum pattern/a small) fortified Villagelwith militaryl defences.”

Betweenl thel ¢ighth and thel tenthl ¢enturies newlleadersl tried tolimposel themselves, takingl advantagel from
thel disorder left by thel fall 0f the. Roman! tuling ¢lass. Theyl tried new! strategies toladministrate their land
properties from! thel ¢ighthl centurylon, withl visiblel changeslinl thel structure 6 f settlement pattern.[Thelnew
rulers_were local landowners. (noblemen, warriors, clergymenl and’ kings)l whol heeded 4l political act to
affirml land lincreasel ltheir Ipersonal lcontrol lonl land| Iproperty. [Hencel lthey! tried tol lconcentratel lrural
settlementslinlthel countrysidelin ordett to belable tol ¢control the population.™

Sincel thel seventh century/ new! villages were founded around 4l tecognizablel ¢entre, which Ywas sometimes

built_on’ thel fuinsLof thel Romanl ¥illas, $uchl as' an administrativel place, the lord’s tesidencel ot al feligious
placel (alparish, ¢hurch of monastery).
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Thislnew! elite/increasedlits Jand propertytinl al short time/ especially thel ¢lergymenl wholteceived donations
fromllords o kings.[ Aristocratid landlords_ andlmilitary officers were often’inl chargel ofl administrating/ the
king’s (Germanicl ot Byzantine) property. Therefore they ¢ould expropriatel dther peoplelbecausel they were
judged guilty_ orf inablel tol pay! theirl debts.[With! timel minot landownersl beganl tol give theirf landl tol the
lords/ outl bf theit bwnl freel will| preserving thel fight to live in their houses and worl theit land.* They
received protection and security by payingf tribute tol thel newllandowner.

However, hs it i difficult tol know! thel foundersl off thel castles| histotians decided[ tol tonsidet the first
owner of al castle/ mentionedl in written sources, as_ thel founder. Thel typical bwner of 4l castlel wasl a
member bfl thel newl ruling class, suchl as’ clergymen, mostly. bishops_or abbots/ officers ot hoblemen,
members_ofl aristocraticfamilies with[ political_andl juridical ¢harges, orl just al tichl private. persons.vithout

. . 60
anyl specifications.”’

Castlesiwereldften founded/in/alreadyléstablished setlementsl(suchlas curzes and Villages) simplyt byl addingld
fortification tol thel settlement.[ Fotl instance Scarlino located heatl Grosseto, was founded inl the tenth
century, on 4 previous curtis During! thel first phaselall thel buildingslwere madel ofl wwood, then, $tarting/in
the ¢leventhl century, theylwere ¢changed intolstone/and al towed and living{ duarterswereadded.[Poggibonsi
wasld small Village! froml thel fifth'and( the sixthl ¢enturies,Jocatedlinl thel ¢countrysidel controlled byt Sienaon
a hill onl thelborderlinelwith[Florence/ The! ¢astle was built around( 1155, and it was supposed to be used as
a military fortress.”'

Otherl castles_werel founded in"areasl hot previouslyl inhabited for political and economicl reasonsi for
instancel Roccal §.[Silvestro/locatedlinl thel countrysidelaround Massa/whichlwas founded byla Tuscan/ lord
inlorder tol éxploit thellocal mines. It s first mentionedin sources from/ thel first ¢leventh ¢entury.”

Written sources’ froml the eighthl andl thel hinth[ centuries andl later,”l mention tastles built in the Early
Middlel Ages'and Tatel Antiquityl without making{any! distinctions. Thusl ¢astles arel considered outbuildings,
(a_smaller structurel detached froml thel mainl building but ¢losel tol it/ isually with'al specificl function, like
storagel orf workshop/ iisually withl al $pecific function/[likelstoragel orl workshop)land. ¢alled by thelnamel of
thel place, thel previous settlement, thel borders_off theirf area, andl sometimes[ byl thel hamel of thel fesident
farmers.[ Butl evenl these first castles. played 4 political and administrativel rolelin’ thel countryside, forming

quitelteal territorial districts.”*

Ennenjanyt4/2004>>>>http:/ /www.cnnenjanyt.net/ 4.04/ merchetti.pdf


http://www.ennenjanyt.net/4-04/merchetti.pdf

20

Moreovet written[ sources from thel tenthland éleventhl ¢enturies] 6ften mention ¢astles tolindicatelalswhole
area, even after thel destructionl of abandonment ofl thel castlelitself. Moreover, from! the! tenthl ¢centurylon,
more_andl morel castles_arel tecorded, sometimes_withl theitl swholel history (as_in thel case ofl Marlial inl the
countrysidel outsidel Lucca, and Barga inl Garfagnana,[ bothl in Tuscany).. Al possiblel explaination could be
that ¢castles were/ becoming gradually more tepresentative ofl theirl territory.

Thesel sourcesl describel all thel architectural elementslof thel ¢astles[butl hot thel buildingf material [ whichlis
only knownl thanksl tol archaeological excavations. Thus, at thel present time, it is_possiblel tol say that the
tirst castlesl foundedinl thel eighthl andl thel hinth| centuries werel madel of Wwood, protected onlyl byl fences
and Imoats. But lduring thel tenth century, thel classical period of incastellamento castles werel gradually
transformedlintol buildings of stonel andl brickl and hew! defensivel structures werel added. Moreover, it is
supposed! thatl professional builders werel hired by thellords tolimprovel thel qualityl of their residences, for
examplelat Poggibonsi/ froml thel tenthl centuryj thelwalls were madel dut o f travertinel blocks which/ formed
al tegular texture. Thelsworkl swasl probablyl donel by professional sworkers[swhol werel paid by thel founder,
Guidol Guerral the head of thel family of the ¢counts o f Guidis.”

Thelsituationl ¢hanged again'around! thel ¢leventhland thel twelfthl centuries! townslwere growingfand getting
stronger] and they became /Zberi tomuni withllocal and autonomousl legislation. At thel samel time! towns
started tol compete, andl fight against the castles over control over thel countryside, “Tand by thel endlof this
tight/ during thel thirteenthl century, towns_destroyed! ¢astles o1 reduced theml tol small fortresses’ tol control
thel ¢countryside.

Aldomparativemethod

This sectionl proposesl al_comparativel approach, which' could helpl imel find somel specific_elements_ to
comparel and formalize but discussion. This_method is inspiredl byl Weber's_system  ofl ideal types andit
includes fivel parameters,’ extracted from thel structural analysis of the different kinds of settlements
knownlin/Italy andlDenmark,whichlare{ configurationactivity, stability,(building technique,/andlactors.

The!first parametet is_ *configuration”whichlincludes settlement structure drganization,and disposition 6 f
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the buildings, forl exampleliff a settlement Wwas spreadl throughal territory. o1 concentrated around 4 centre.
Inlsomel cases we consider thel evolution' ofl al setlement fromlits_original structure, forl example! Viking
townsland Italian ¢castles'werelgenerated from al different pattern/hencel describing theirlévolution ¢an help
usLinderstandwhichlevents werelinvolved in urbanization.

Thelsecond parametert is “activity”’[whichl deals withl ¢conomicl o1l social activities knownl to haveloccurred
onlthelsite: for éxamplel farminghandicrafts| militaryl defence,and teligious| titual.

Thelnext parametertis “stability”” [which! ¢onsiders weatherf o1 not thel Site was permanent, wandering ot ifl it
changed! lits_ location. Thisllis Irelevant for bothl [Danishl Jand Ttalian lvillages’ lat' Ithel beginning lofl ithe

incastellamentd process.

“Building technique’ tefers’ to thel materials ised and thel quality. of thel buildings., This data together with
configuration, canl inform uisLofl economid investments| related! tol al settlement/ if anl authority. planned the
structureofl_al settlement/ if professional builders. werel hired andlif good materialslwere  1sed. Thisl is
particularly relevant ifl wel thinkl of Italian ¢astles [ whichl at thelbeginning/ werel poor woodenl structures'and
werel onlyl around theltenthland thel ¢leventhl ¢enturies turned intolstoneland brickl byl thelowners.

The! fifth, and last/ parameter is factors” [ Wwhich considers the peoplel responsiblel forl thel lifel and[ the
structurel of thel $ettlement.[Thesel actors. could belinhabitants professional ¢ategoriesias farmers/ artisans,
and merchants, secular o1 teligious authorities suchl asl kings,. members_ofl thel aristocracy, landlords, and
clergymen/ Theyt determined the configurationl off thel settlement, throughl conscious ot uinconscious_acts
derived. froml their personal interests. Forl example! thel villagel patternlis felated twith! farming and it svas
mainlylinhabited byl farmers, inl Italyl as in Denmark/ while political authorities, togethet withl trading and
handicrafts, andl gavel anl important contributionl tol createl thel peculiarl configuration bf towns. This is
visiblel ¢speciallylin' Denmark,[where towns| tose for thelvery first timelat theléndlof thel Vikingl Age; inTtaly
thel picturelis morel complext becauselirbanl tradition camel froml thelancient period andin/ the Middle. Ages
towns werelin/decline.

I'hopel that this' approach canl helpl s’ layl the. foundation! forl out study, Wwhichl at  thel moment mainly

considers_ structural characteristics.of settlements, but our intentionlisl tol better! discuss_thel social meaning

oflthese $tructures.
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Comparison:ItalyldandDenmark(n(ad[parallel[perspective

Inlthis section we present thel settlement patternsiin/Ttalyl and Denmarkl fromla ¢comparative perspective by
applying our system ofl parameters_in order tol findl comparablel elements, and discussl them. Settlement
patternslarel presented inl this order: first villages | then towns,andlastlyl aristocratic places, suchlas Danish

manorsiandfortressesiand Italian[ ¢astles.

Rurallvillages

InTtalyt tural Villages werel touched! by  deep’ changes duringf thel seventhl andl ¢ighthl centuries. During the
Romanl Age! thel traditional rural settlement wasl tepresented by vi/las: bigl farms twithl al mainl buildingfas'the
dwelling! for theldwners, outbuildings intended for productivel dctivities:and housesl forl slaves and workers.
Afterl thel falling of thel Roman Empirel and its_ ruling ¢lass, the villd $ysteml collapsed, and as consequence
thel countrysidelwasloccupied by houses spread onl thel territory without al specificlplan/However, sincel the
seventhl and eighthl centuries! religiousl and secular authorities’ consciously decided! tol concentrate’ these
settlementslaroundl 4 teligious ot an' administrativel centrel in orderl tol control their territoryt froml al military
and anl economicl point of view. Aslal tesult ofl this processlit is possible  tol find organici groupslof houses,
usuallyl placedlonlanl éasilyl defendablel placelsuchlas ¢levations and hills (hilltoplvillages).

In[Denmark! villages werel inherited from! thel Ironl Age, and withl thel samel pattern: houses were tisually
organized inl & recognizablel group, everyl farml occupied & hilltopl o1l simplylen’ elevated placel (the 77

system).

Both[ Ttalian and Danishl villages' bwed! theitl brganizationl tol agriculture, whichl iwas_ thel mostl practised
economiclactivity; hencel ¢ultivablel Tand[¥was usually selected! for thel founding of a village The  shape  of the
houseslandl outbuildingsiwasl derived byl hecessities_connected with! the harvest/animalsland manual work
suchlas/ forfinstance, thel preparation of food, weaving and handicrafts. Thel samel kinds of buildings were
tol be found/bothlin Ttaly. and{ Denmark:Jong houses divided into dwellingl and(stablel tooms, huts sunken
into thelground, pithutsiused aslstorerooms, aweaving toom and(a smithy.
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InTtaly,after thel founding of hilltopland nucleated ¥illages/it seems that hew! activitieslwerelintroduced in
the villages, suchlas military. defence/ teligious| fituals'andl professional handicrafts.Danish villages ¢changed
theirlJocation several times, therefore it has been  suggested that they were wandering settlements,andl that
new! generations were. moving, lookingf for hewl cultivablel landlin thel area. At thel end  of thel Vikingl Age
theselmoveslare no longer tegistered. ot this reason it has beenlsuggested! that villageslbecamel permanent,
maybel thanks tol technology/ asldiscussedlin thelsecond section  of thisdrticle.

Inl Ttalyl villagesl werel supposed tol bel permanent settlements, but that does_hot seeml tol bel thel caselin
general If wel consider thel history_ of thesel villages, theyl werel originally housesl spread.throughout the
countryside, then they were ¢ollectedinl organiclsettlements,land allot of peoplelwerel éncouraged tol move
tol_thesel settlements. As 4 result entirel hew! villages' werel founded. inl hew! places, onl hilltops ot in’ the

lowlands.

All'the structures. excavated in Villages werel isuallyl made froml perishable. materials but during thel end of
Latel Antiquityland the  Very beginning of’ thel Earlyl Middlel Ageslin Ttalyl (morel orlless_around! thel eighth
century), buildings were madel partly of stoneland partlyl 6f wood ¢ither becausel materials werel taken from
older buildings, ot because the wholelStructurelywasbuilt dnlancient tuins.

Thelinhabitants of Villages werel farmerslin Italy, as'inl Denmark, but if wel ¢onsider thel peoplel wholwere
responsiblel for thel ¥illagel structure, thel situationl seemsl quitel different in the twol ¢ountries{in Denmarklit
is_Inotl Jpossibleltollrecognize Ithel Ipresencel Jofl Jan[ Jauthority, Ithel Istructures lof villages' lcame’ [froml[ Ja
consolidated traditionland ¢ontinued tolbelin iise becausel thel farmersiwantedlit so/InItaly it seems that an
authority has always/been involvedlinl ¢hanges,/and whenl thel authority disappeared alot 6 f hewl problems
werel ¢reated. Farmers andl those wholworked the landlhad tolinvent a hew! wayl ofl life forl themselves/after
the. Romanl willas_ decayed. Duringl this’ period Willages werel fragmentedl and spread_ in the! countryside
without anyl precise organization/In time, by thel decision of newtleaders, therelvasl teorganization ofl rural
production, andlas al consequencel anlinversion  of thel trend toward centred settlements. During this phase
landlords could introducel dther economid activities: somel Villageslbecame! castles and got new! televancelin
theitl ferritory.

Figure 1
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Rural'villages Denmark Ttaly
Configuration toft/ forte Originallylspreadhouses;
nucleated,[hilltop
Activity agricultureland domestic agricultureland domestic
handicrafts handicrafts,later! teligion'and
militaryl defenceland professional
handicrafts
Stability permanent/but changing{locationspermanent and ¢hanging/location
(wandering)
Building technique erishablelmaterials erishablelmaterials
IActors farmers farmersaristocratic landlords,
clergymen
Towns

Italian and Danish’ towns ook veryl different: inl Denmarkl theyl twerel 4 brand hewt settlement/ with[limited
extension andléntirelylmadel 6f wood. In medieval Italyl townsl werelinherited from  thelRomanl Agelwith an
already evolved and complex structurel because thel concept of townlappeared inlItaly during thel Etruscan
period/andlin thel Greekl colonies in Southern Italy. Thel history of Italian townsl ¢ontinuedin/ the. Roman
Agelwithl thel creation off bigf ¢ities,likel Rome/hence medieval townsl tepresented a sort of fegression.

Aslal lconfiguration, towns. present anl_organicl structurel withlal distinctionl between[ different kinds of
buildings: houses,workshops/administrativel ¢entres, churches dnd ¢athedrals.

In[Denmark swel havel anl evolutionl froml sites_ bccasionally ised forf special purposes/whichl already had
sociall of political televance: meeting places for the #ng|sacred areas tol celebratel tites, areas onlbordetlines
andl ktrategicl locations. It isalsol possiblel tol_recognizel 4 process_ofl evolution| derived froml conscious
political actsimostlyl tealized by kings.

InlTtaly! that processiiwasl alreadyl completedlinl the ancient age, but after thel irbanl crisis, which' derived
froml thel fallingf of thel Romanl Empire, Barbarianl migrations_and the. Gothic. War/ urban'life becamelmore
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difficult. Maybeldue  to all thesel problems  towns changed.[They maintained!theirl peculiarity aslcommercial
and hdministrativel centres, but thel density of population diminished and manyl areasIwerel deserted and
turnedintol fields. Towns_continued! tol evolvel gradually, intil in thel thirteenthl century they  became /iberi
comunif gettingl 4 new,independent status.

In Danishl and Ttalian" towns[ all_activities werel centred: trading’ and handicrafts, administration/ military
defenceland, thanks(tol thel ¢lergy, teligion. Thelintroduction ofl towns ¢reated d  different context,in which
economiclactivities' could better display! their potential/and thel kings'¢could provel theif ability in 6rganizing
and planning settlements. Inl thisl¥vay Il think it is possiblel tol say' that the! foundationlof towns/in Denmark,
waslalreadylal bigl steplin’ theldirection o fl thel Western and Southern Europeanl ¢ontexts.

It islalsolinteresting to hotice that in Italyl theliirbanl ¢risisthad somel ¢onsequences, asiwe havelalreadysaid
in/the second section o f this' discussion: inl thel ¢end most of thel towns continued. tolbelinhabited until today
evenliff Somel of themlwerelabandonedland dthers were inoved! to hewtlocations.

Danishl towns| started sl seasonal ot occasional meeting places/ but they had tol be transformed_into
permanent settlements toldttract new peopleland tolgrow.

It sl possible’ tol seel somel differences’inl buildingf techniques: in Denmarkl leverythingf iwas built with
perishablel materials, whilel in' Ttalyl thel picturel appears very varied. During Latel Antiquityl (morel o1 less
froml the fifthl andl sixthl centuries), it is_ possiblel tol find al chaotid and[ parasiticbccupation ofl ancient
buildings'madel of stone in thel towns.[Woodenlstructures were integratedlinl these dlder buildings, inlorder
tol_repair fwalls_orl addl new rooms. Graduallyl wwood. becamel thel most used material [ However, similar
changes' depended onl thel economicl conditionl of thel peoplelinvolved: for examples lordsTurban houses
werel isuallyl madel ofl stone, of maintained! peculiar architectural elementsi madel off stonel ot brick. Inlall
othet ¢ases houses werel simply madelof perishablelmaterials.

Thelactors involvedlinl iirban(lifel werel thel sSamelinlbothl Ttalyl and Denmark{ kings, merchants/artisans'and
clergymen, especiallyl bishops.[Thel construction of 4 ¢athedral inl a town could havel ¢rucial consequences
inlits structureland thel urbanllife. Thelbishoplwas'included inl anlinternational hierarchy, twith[ contacts to
all_bf Europel Moreover, inl Italy’ a_ bishopl could alsol bel ' landownet with! particular interests_inl the
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organization ofla territory.. Algoodl éxamplel of this was thel bishoplof Lucca (Tuscany,Italy){while hel<vas
activelas al clergymanlin Tucca/helhad temarkable Tand property and was! tesponsible o ff the foundingl ofla
number@)ﬂ}astles[ﬂrﬂhe@tountryside,BfoﬂExampleB.[Maria@[Monte,[Morianandeietrabuona(’g.

Froml this_ point of view! it seemsl that thel growthl ofl a townl tepresents 4 convergence derived  froml the
intentions andlinterest of anl authority that waslablel tolinvest many tesources inld town *project”.

Figure 2
Towns Denmark Italy

Configuration originallyl seasonal market/social [towns ¢entered settlementslwith
meeting place,[newisettlements  |planned structurelinherited from
foundedbylkings; townsl¢entered [thelRomanl Age, but smalleri and
settlementswith(planned with al smaller density
structures

Activity trading, handicrafts, trading, handicrafts,
administration/ military' defense, administration, militaryldefense,
religion religion

Stability seasonal o1 dccasional dccupation,permanent, dccasional moveland

ermanent abandon
Building technique perishablelmaterials perishable/materials,/stoneland
brick work

IActors kings, merchants, artisans.and kings, merchants, artisans.and

bishops bishops

Aristocraticlmanors, fortresses,[dnd(dastles

This_ part is_ thel most interesting and complicatedl to_consider in al comparison/ becauselit involves_three
different kinds_of settlements_and thesel settlements.didl not havel precisely. thel samel correspondence
betweenl the twol ¢ountries. during/thelconsidered period. (the ¢ighthltol the twelfthl ¢centuries).

I'havel to mention that circular fortresses werel 4l Danishl phenomenonl related! tol thel Viking Age,$while

castles_canl bel found in/Italyl but not yet  inl Denmark.[Italianl castlesl ¢an' bel equated to Danishlaristocratic
manors, and maybelaristocraticimanorsl¢ould bel consideredlas anl¢émbryonic forml of castle/however they
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werelsurely of different types.

Thel circulart fortresses tepresent al typical Danishl pattern/ limited onlyl tol thel Vikingl Age, whilel thel typical
fortress inl Ttaly Wwasl thel sol called castrum|swhichl swasl knownl sincel the. Romanl Agel andlisl considered an
ancestott off thel castlel typej therefore/ Ilargue, that inl Ttaly there waslal fusion/ betweenl aristocraticlmanors
andl thel fortress/pattern/inl¢astles.

Evenlthough it is_ not impossible. tol recognizel similar characteristics, for instancel iff wel think” off the
configuration| off alll these! threel settlements, wel wwill_discover that they werel organic, centred settlements
thatincludedla Jord’s tesidence, dl sacred place, workshopsiandhouses.

Thellord's_residence_was__the_centre_and__thelimain focuslinl hristocratic_imanors_and_finl Ttalian castles,
especially’ froml Ithel ltenth[ land leleventhl lcenturies, whenl stone land brick were lincreasingly! lused  for
construction. Thel situation appears_quitel different swhenit comes.tol fortresses, Whichl were_ morel military
thanl aristocraticl compounds; in fact all thel houses_inside. thel rampart werel equall it is_ not possiblel to
recognize_ 4 toyal quartert evenliff thel king Harald Bluetooth,[twanted  them built andl maybelhad tol spend
somel timelinsidel tol muster andlpreparelhis army.

Thel activitiesl attested inl all thesel sites werel almost thel same: trading, handicrafts| militaryl defencel and
religious|_rites as testified byl thel found structures: sacred areas, manyl hmulets_ buriedl sl offerings, and

smithies.

All'ofl thesel settlements._did_hot show! al systematic_ changel 6f location maybel they were supposed. tolbe
permanent,but inl several ¢ases they werelabandoned.In'Denmarkl fortresses werelabandoned after Harald
Bluetoothl died around! thel year 986, and laristocratic_manorsl werel_abandoned aroundl thel tenth' and
eleventhl centuries. Inl Ttaly castlesl suffered a deeplcrisis during thel twelfthl century Wwhenl townsl became
liberi_tomuni and[gotl control of  thel territory for themselves/ It seems that after theytlost theirl functionl they
werelabandoned or turnedlintolSomething ¢lse, forl éxamplel Somel ¢astles werel destroyed in fightingfagainst
towns_ ot they werelconquered byl towns and ised as fortressesl to control thel ¢ountryside.

Qualityl andl building techniques’ arel similar, ifl wel consider thel first_period bf castles/['As alreadyl said,
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Italianl ¢astles. were poot structures.madel o f wood inl thel beginningandl they tepresented the samel kind of
buildings’ as knownlinl Denmark: long houses and[ pit huts. However,in Denmarkl wel havel sSomel peculiar
buildings, Wwhichltere 4 variation of thellong housel type: thelsol¢alled #relleborg houselinl fortresseslandlbig
long houseslin aristocraticlmanors, while in Ttaly there wasl dlwaysl thel ¢lassicl tural long house.

Theldifference/ became more pronounced during! thel tenthandl thel ¢leventhl centuries: whenl fortressesand
aristocratic_manors verel abandoned, castleslwere tebuilt inl stonel orf brick' and professional builders were
hired by! thellords [ as| testified by thel good qualityland tegular texturel ofl thel walls.

Inlthel end, Wwhenl considering] thel actors, it is_possible tol findlan'interesting correspondenced kings/lords,
merchants, artisans_and soldiers_werel all_ connected’ tol thesel settlements. Thesel sites_probably hadl their
originl in 4 consciousl project, byl the will ofl anl authority (kingl o landowner); soldiers_and! royal officers
lived!Itherel lalong withl imerchants' ‘and lartisans. whol lsupplied  what thel soldiers land  lofficers needed.
Moreover fortresses sverel built for military purposes, whilel thel military functionl swas added tol thel castles
and aristocratic manorsllater in order tolguarantee security, defencelandstability forf thel settlement.

Inltegardl tol teligion, every Italianl ¢astlelhadl al church' andlsometimes_al $pecial ¢hapel for the lords/and in
somel casesl clergymen! themselves were Jandowners. As alreadysaid | monasteries, abbeys and bishops'had
great powetl over territory.

Inl Denmarkl Christianityl ’was not as_strongl during thel Vikingl Age.[ Officially thel hew! cult 3wasl already
imported, butias' proved by thel existencelof places like Tisso, thel pagan!teligion was still very strong.[Thus
religious activity should bel connected more with! thel traditional cult! Tisse was al sacred placel dedicated to
Tirtand,[dccording to thellegend; Lejreldvas_the first ferrestrial tesidencelof Skjold, Odin's son.

Clergymenl started tol impose! theirl influence! first atl thel endl off thel Viking Agel andl thel beginning of the
MiddlelAges| (thel twelfthl ¢entury).

Inl¢onclusion, thelintention[behind/ the foundationl of fortresses/ aristocraticimanors and[the Italian ¢astles
could/bel telated tolsimilat teasonslsuchlas thel ¢control over territoryland theldisplaylofl power.
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It sl relevant at this point to_ ¢onsidet Lejre. andlits origin becauselit is_ supposed tol bel founded by the first
dynasty_off Danishl kings; maybe theyl could have had anlinterest in" being officially. tecognized asl kings
throughout theit éntire kingdoml by ¢reating al fichl manot for themselves.

Thereforel it is possible itol sayl that aristocratic. manors, fortresses andl Italian| castlesl mixed tthel same
elementsl together: authority, leconomicl activities (trading, handicrafts), thel ‘army! andlimilitary. defence
(fortified wallsland soldiers) andl ¢ventuallyt teligion.

Figure 3
Aristocratic manors and Denmark Italy
fortresses, castles aristocratic manors, fortresses castles

Configuration organic settlements with alord’ siorganic settlements with alord’s
residence, sacred place, residence, sacred place,
workshops and houses workshops and houses

Activity trading, handicrafts, military trading, handicrafts, military
defence and religious centre defence and religious centre

Stability permanent, abandoned permanent, abandoned

Building technique perishable materials perishable materials, stone and

brick work

Actors kings, lords, merchants, artisans kings, lords, merchants, artisans,

and soldiers soldiers and clergymen

Conclusions

Inl this articlel I havel discussed! settlement pattern’ in Vikingl Agel Denmarkl and Earlyl medieval Italyt by
fixing’ chronological limits betweenl thel ¢ighthl and! thel twelfthl centuries. Myl goal is tol compare  settlement
patterns fromld synchronouslandldiachronicl point of view, finding analogies'and differences, ¢venlifl it was
veryl difficult tol imanagel withl different! terminologyl relating] Itol thel Italian| Jand[ Danishl lchronological

contexts.

First_bnel canl see that inl [talyl thel settlement pattern was_influencedl byl manyl unsolved sociolpolitical
problemsderived byl the fall of thel Western' Roman/ Empire, which left great instabilityl aggravated by  the
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Romanl Barbarianl Kingdomsl and thel Gothic twar (535[553).. Thus thel Italianl territoryl Wwas_ hot anymore
considered aslal wholel aslit was partitioned intol smallerentities. administered onl local scalel by noble

landownersl ot ¢clergymen.

Onl thel othert hand Denmarkl wasl already’ recognized asl al kingdom[ ruled! byl only onel king/ Moreover
Denmark wasl lexpanding lits_territory, until it comprehended Schleswigl (Northernl (Germany),. Scania
(Southern/ Sweden),[SouthernlNorwayl and! the! Britishl Isles. At this time many peoplelstarted toltravel from
theirthome country’ throughout Europe, alsol teaching/ Iceland,[ Greenland, andl thel Canadianl coast! (Ansel |
aux meadows).

However/ it is_ possiblel tol find similarities. between Danishl and Italianl settlements. The application’ ofl a
series| lofl Ifivel Jparametersl/(configuration [ Jactivity, Istability, Ibuilding ltechnique, Jand ‘actors) helped to

underline. commonl ¢élements and/ processes.

Political, lsocial, and Icultural processes had Iclear lconsequenceslonl settlement life: thel conversionl ito
Christianityl linl [IDenmarkl land Ibattles | betweenl Ithel IByzantinesl landl IBarbariansllinl [Ttalyl couldlIcause
abandonment/ destruction  ofl ¢reation of new ¢centres, thelmoving of people’and transformationslin trading
networks. Thereforel it is_ televant tol checkl thel ¥configuration” ofl 4 settlement. This is  isuallyl based on
productive “activities” [its “stability” [ quality 6fl “building technique”and thelpeoplelinvolved in/settlement
life,[ inhabitantsl ot local ‘authorities, Ithel “actors”.[IThese lelementsl lcanl Ireveal finteresting lconnections

betweenl changesin/settlement patternsiandl thel general context.

My schematic approachlhelped find ¢commonl ¢lements fort 4 comparativelstudyjit permitted meltol ¢reatela
morel formal and systematid point of view, as_ these parameters offer 8l homogeneous! terminology, asl the
standard formslarel hisually country and period specific.

Moreover, thel casel of Italian castles versusl Danishl aristocratic_manorsiand fortresses_quitel clearly shows
thatlsimilat structures'and functionsi¢anl beltecognized betweenl settlements! that seemlvery different at first
sight! Castleslarel 4 medieval product whilel circular fortresses and manors_camel from! thel Vikingf Agel and
arel represented onlyl by a limited humber ofl settlements. However, it was possible,[withl this.approach, to
compare! thesel different patterns/ discover similart structuresiinl them and morel ot less  the same elements:
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militaryl ldefence/ Ithel presence ofl anl ‘army’ and lofl an[ aristocraticl authority, lsacred places, productive
activities.and control of thelterritory.

I'hope! that this’ formalization| couldl bel useful sl 4 starting point for 4 comparative studyl extended to
Scandinavia and Southern Europe, focusingl morel onl Christianityl and its consequences_onl thel économic
and political context in' order tolget more information on the organization o f territorylinl medieval Europe.
Following this_ researchl it will bel interesting/ tol study. howl communication’ systemsl (roads, bridgesl and
rivers) werel administeredl inl connection with! political and economicl changes’ inl Denmarkl and[Italy,[but
alsolinlotherf ¢ountries, between thel ¢ighthland(thel twelfthl ¢enturies.

Froml| thisl samel pointl of view,| demographic studies  ofl medieval population’ can provide tis_with some
interesting informationl tol évaluatel thel felevance of alplace. This is anlinterestingl question/if wel thinklabout
thel recently’ foundedl Danishl towns_and Italian| townslwith[ longf traditions. but'in decline. It ivasl also
interesting! tol thinki further, and focus_onl aristocraticl setlementslinl general because wel could inderstand
better! thel éffectivelinfluencelexercised onlpeoplelbyt territorial duthorities.

Streetsbridges, fivers/and mountain passes havelalways been important tol securel trading/ connectionsland
anefficient_control of thel territory. Thereforel it couldl bel interesting tol ldiscuss_ thel functionsbfl the
communication’ systems, pointing out howl the different features_of’ thel landscapel influenced tradel and
communication, howl authorities werel involved.in theit! building| andl maintenancel inl connectionl with
economiclandl politicalprocesses. [Thisl studyl could answerl interesting| lquestions. concerning territorial
policyand 4 comparative perspectivel could helplus find similari processes goingl onlinl different European

areas.”
However/ T aiml tol discussl differenceslin orderl tol tespect thel peculiarityl of thel ¢onsidered dreasiand tol find

newtinteresting questions, whichl¢could openlnew! perspectives and tell is.morelabout thel diffusionl of ideas
and modelsinimedieval Europe, still andpenlargument inl this first phase. of my study.
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