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Young[@hurchih[God “s[New[Vineyard
TheMotifs6f[Growth@nd[Fertilitylih(Henry “s[Chronicle[of

Livonia

Thel Chroniclel ofl Henry! ofl Livonia (Heznrici Chronicon 1 ivoniae) [Svritten inl about 12241227 [ is/ thel most
valuablel sourcel lofl information lconcerning ithel lcrusade’ tol [Livonial land Estonial in’ thel learlyl 113th
century. The chronicle lcovers al period lof aboutt forty lyears/ las_iit’ istarts with Ithe arrival ‘of ithe
missionaryl bishopl IMeinhardustol [Livonial in Jabout 11184 land lends_with the! lfinal lconquestl Jand
conversion of Estonialin1227.”

Evenl thoughl ithel lauthor Iremainsl lanonymous, it is lwidelyl laccepted that! el wasl tthel jparish[ priest
Heinricus, wholis mentioned several timeslinl the text_and whol participated actively in the_ described

3
events.

Thel textlis_ abovel all 4 missionary chronicle, asl the  author treats thel conversion of the heathenslas the
ultimatel_goal and evaluates_all thel events_and characters’ froml thisl point ofl view.[ However/ inl the
beginningl bf thel 13th century  therel iwerel several missionaryl forces (German, Danish/ Swedishl and
Russian)[ that tried tol establish theitf powerl over! thel lands_ of Livonial and Estonial In fegardl tol these
Henry s chroniclelis clearly onel sided, as it [focuses onl thel German mission, thel ¢entrel off whichlwaslin
Riga/and aimslto describel the Rigan mission as thel only legitimatelmissionlin  this/area.

Thel conquest! of Livonia_ and Estonial3vas! part. of thel spreadl ofl Christianityl to_ thel North,[Which had
involved thel successful missions! to the Slavic hations and. tol thel Scandinavian| kingdoms. Therefore
Henry s chroniclel ¢anl bel treated as_part. off the tradition’ offt Northernl missionary. ¢hronicles, the. most
exemplary_works_ofl whichlarel the Gesta Hammaburgensis ecclesiad_pontificuns by JAdamof BremenJ(d.
around 1085), Chronica S lavoruni of Helmold of Bosaul (around 112001170)-and Chronicd IS lavoruni by
Arnold of Litbeck (d.[around 1211[1214).TThel chronicles were Wwritten byl clericsland missionaries and
represent missionary.ideology.l Abovelall| theylstress [thel concerns telated tol conversion and thel care
fort thel hewly baptized people, aswell as thelopposition of secular and. clerical power. Al stongl émphasis
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onl both! thel territoriall and’ spiritual interests. of’ thel churchl eachl author belongs| to/ s évident inlall the
texts. Henry s text/ shareslall thesel features.

My analysisl focuses on onel ofl thel ¢haracteristics.ofl Henry “s ¢hronicle.[Firstly,lit has a great humber of
quotations’ from( the 1"u/gata andliturgical texts.Thel total amount of themlisl about 1100, whichl is
unique__evenl in thel context ofl missionaryt chronicles. Thisl results_inl 4 high| level of intertextualityl as
Henry’s_ownl textl is_ continuously. interrupted. by biblical orf liturgical words, sentences, and phrases.
Somel ofl thesel quotationsloccutt inl thel text tepeatedly. Secondly, thel ¢hronicler 's_ownl languagelis also
fulloff tepetitions, as_he uises_similar’ phrasesland sentences_for similar situations.[ I believel that anlin
depthl analysis_of these textual klements, their function and dynamicslinl thel text would  contribute
significantly! to thelinterpretation of thel text as a whole.’

Forl myt studyl Il havel chosenl al small part! ofl thesel tepeated textual elements/ focusingl onl al grouplof
biblical motifs_of growthland fertilityl tepresenting thel spread ofl Christianity.

I analysel fivel motifs, whichl arel used aslallegorical images: vineyard (vinea), newl plantation (novella
plantatio) [ Sowing! (semen_seminare) [watering (rigare) [ and thel feminineltotifl (mulier ¢t mater).

I'havel sought to.combinel textual and historical analysis,/whichlhas! tesulted inl structural andl ¢ontextual
analysis.[ Firstly, Il focus_onl thel allegorical meanings_and functions of _eachl motif. Il alsol studyl their
mutual felationships/ showing that they  ¢reatel 2’ complex and interlinked textual iinit, which! takesl part
instructuringf thel text as 4 whole. 1 claiml that' even| thoughl most off thel motifs arel inl common uiselin
thel missionaryl chronicles.hamed above and in thel papalletters, Henry has $hownl great originality. and
abilitylin linking ¢ustomarytimages_toliniquel situations.and. évents.

Inladdition, 1l havel madel 4 short contextual analysis, whichl aimsl atl treating Henry’s_ chronicle_as' a
manifestationl ofl missionaryland. religious'ideas_.common_ bothl to_ thel timel of religious tenewal and the
crusades. Thelanalysis_partly telies on thel studies_ofl Carolinel Walker! Bynum [ éspecially in tegard tol the
increasel of femininelimagerylin[12th’and 13thl ¢entury teligious writing. 1lagree[with het ¢laim, that

if weé_tracd the networks of images built up_byl imedieval authors and locatd thosd networks in_the psyches

and_social_experiences_of thosed_who_creatd_vit use_them, we_find_that they_reveal to_is what the_yriters
cared libout most deepl themselves and what they Jelf if necessary 1o present o1 1d justifyl d others.”
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Ilarguel that thel imagery studied herel expresses’d tool for anl éarly 13th’ century ¢leric tol treat and give
meaning ttol thel lexperiencesl of crusading and mission.[ [Tol analysel it imeans tol analysel thel needs,
anxieties_and_expectations_bothl attributed tol thel crusadel andl influenced byl thel dynamicl social and
psychological context o f it.

The motifsl studied herel are all part of similarl imagery. Vineyard, plantation, sowing and watering are
related tol thel cultivation ofl land . Tol this groupl I'haveladded thel femininelmotif, aslits usel tefers alsol o
growthl and fertility.l Alreadytat this primary level of meaning the. motifslarellinked with' eachl other and
createlalloosely bound. textual unit operating/ with thelnotions.ofl fertility, growth and ¢ultivation.

Thellineyardmotif

Thel motifl occurslinl the text seven times. Allegorically! thel vineyard signifies. both thel hewly baptized
landl and' thel young churchlinl Rigal (thel centrel ofl missionaryl activity).[Thel imagel is ised! tolillustrate
manylkeyl concerns, like thel establishment ofl thel mission_andl thel struggles over land possessions with
otherl missionary forces (thelDanes_and Russians). Thelimagelis alsolapplied tol thelmissionaries, as they
arelindirectlyt tepresented as vineyard workers. Inlthe  Biblel theirl workl often signifies thelsvorkl of good
Christians inl God’sl¥ineyard, i.e.[in the[tworld. Thel¥ineyard is also_thel symbol of thel people_ofl Israel
and émphasises thel Tord’s concern and ¢arel for his people.”

Thelmotif is widely used inl various $ources_tepresenting thel missionl tol the North [ most outstandingly
inllthelIpapalletters/Jconcerning Ithel INorthern Jand IBaltic_lcrusadesJand in[ the Jabovelmentioned

missionaryt chronicles.

From[ Henry’s text we I earnl that in[ thel earlyl years of mission thel bishoplof Riga, Albert, alsoxvished
“tollextend_ ithe vines_ofl ithel Lord’s_vineyard lamong/ thel ipagans‘L((vined_Domini_palnites_extendere_in
gentibus)." " Twentyl years later, in[ 1225 the papal legate. Guillelmus 6ff Modenal alreadyl finds *the’ God’s
vineyard so_gloriouslyt planted /... /land that it hadl grownl solmuch and so far that brancheslextended
for a ten dayljourney” L (vineant Dei tani gloriosé plantatani ] . .. [ et tantapi-ét in_tantuni dilatatani invenit| ut ramos
suos dd ecend dietas ] . .. |Léxtendered)."

Henry alsolises_thel imagel ofl ¥planted vineyard”(vined_plantata) tol tefer tol tecentlyl baptized lands and
villages." He evenl calls Fthe planting bf thel Lord’s vineyard’l the’ Rigans'Tmain aiml (vineani Domini
plantandam).” In passages' describing thel strife between the Rigan and Danish missions over Northern
Estonia, the imagel becomes! part of the thetoric ised tol support thel Riganl claim. T Wellearn that the
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Riganl priest claini that the bineyard (i.e/the baptized parts_of Estonia) “has been planted byl thel zeal ofl the
pilgrimsiand_ thellabor of thel Rigansl throughl thel Blessed Virgin’sbanner” (vineani ipsani_per vexilluni _beate
Virginis studid peregrinoruni ¢t Rigensiunt laboré plantatans sffirmarunt).” The Danish priests'havel come here as
if ¥intolal foreign harvest (guasi i _lienand wissem).' Whenl thel Danes' tell the Rigans| that they should
“not tol pluck the hanging' ¢lusters of grapes” (nd_racemos dependentes tolligerent), Tbishopl Albert answers
thatt S‘thel vineyardl of thel Estonian ¢hurch had been planted byl hisl peoplel for manyt years before the
timel ofl thel Danes [ lcoming, it had been cultivated. byl thel blood ofl manyl imen and byt thel many
sufferings_ofl wart L (vineans_ipsani \Estiensis ecclesid_pluribus lannis lanté_tenpora \Danoruni_d_lsuis ani dudum
plantatam, Sanguiné_mnltorund et bellornni incommodis multis excenltam)."” 1Herel thel Vineyard motif is linked to
several dominant ideas, like thellegitimacyl of thel Rigan' mission, thel patronage’ off thel Virgin Maryland
thelhardships_of missionary tvork. It is alsollinked tolother motifs_of thelabovel described group, as<ve

see Jatetl on.

Thelmotifldffhenew(plantation

Similarly! thel imagel of thel hew! plantationlisliised toldescribel thel $pread off Christianity and the growth
of_the young church.[Thel churchl in/ Riga is_ evenl called {‘the churchl bfl thel hewl plantation (novellae
plantationis écclesia).” However, theltotif occurs inl the text only threel times.

At the beginning of thel missionl it is_saidl tol bel God’slxwish i‘tolstrengthen the_ hew! plantation ofl the
Christianl faithl and_ tol confirml peacel tolit all_around”L(novellani_plantacionent_fidei_thristiand_propagard et i
paceni ubigué_firmare).” And inl the[last third off the_ chroniclel bishop  Albert s still ¢called tol keep| peace
withl_hisl Ineighbours_ *“until fthel Inew plantation was_firmlylestablished; afterl that_ hel ‘could build a
structure_ovet it (doned hovellé_plantacioni firmuni_postmoduni_superedificaretur"edificnm).” Hencel the image
expresses.wishes andlexpectations tather than tesults.

Robert Bartlett has ishownlin his I“Thel Making lofl [Europe:IColonisation, IConquest_andl /Cultural
Change”lthat thelimagel of thelhewl plantation/isltathetrl commonlin theltexts that' describelthel spread of
Christianity to Bastern’ Europe.” Thel centrel of these  descriptions is| thel timel bfl conquest,whichl s
contrasted tol thel previous agel ofl wildernesslas thel hew! age ofl peace’and order.Here the imagel of the
newt plantationlis. frequentlyl applied tol hew! settlements_and the_ cultivation ofl hewtlands. However,in
Henry’s_ text thel image' refersl solelyl tol thel churchl and not tolthe settlements/ differing from' the

previous| tradition.
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Themotifldf([sowing

Thelimagel of sowing signifiesl primarilyl the spreadloff faithland preaching. The motif occurs in’ the text
seven times_and it is'ised merely in thel descriptions_ofl thel events in ¥hich thel chronicletthimself had
taken part. Thel expression semen seminard originates_froml thel parablel off thel sower! from thel Gospels
(Mt.13:319; Mk.[4:309,14[20;_Lk.[8:47,11[15).. However/| inol clearer allusion tol thel parablel lcanl be

perceived.

In[ 1206/ Henryltook part inl 4l missionary trip.tol the Livs/where they “sowed thelsvord off God™ (sezzinato
/ .../ Lverbi Dei semine).” One off the priests decided tol stay with| the people, to sow! thel seed of the
Gospel and tol build al church” (semen ewangelii Seminard ef beclesiani ) ... | edificare).* The others teturnl to
Riga, “‘commiting] tol thel Lord the. now  planted vineyard and sownlfield ” (vineani_iam plantatani et agrum
seminatuni Domind tommitens).” Herel bothl the images| of vineyard and sowing tepresent the tesults of the
mission.. Muchllater, in[ 1220, wwhen Henry svaslworking asal missionary in Estonia, hel says_ofl himself
that'he went to “sow! the seed of Christian doctrine” (doctrind christiand semind spargere).*

Froml thel summerl 6f 1225[untill the. summer of 12206 thel papal legatel Guillelmus_ofl Modenal Visited the
newly baptizedlands.” Henry was hisattendant and translator throughout the journey.” T Wellearn that
thellegatel f'sowsl thel seed of thel Gospels_tolall| taught theml [i.e. the heophytes| tol beatl good fruit”
(semen_bwangelicumt ) ... | Seminavit_fructumqnd_bonumi referrd_toceba?)” and that hel *sowed the seed of holy
doctrine ” (seminato doctrind sancté_seminé).” ' While leaving Livonia, hel discovered that Estonianshadl taided
inl Swedenl and hel exceptionallyl‘sowed thelsvord of. God”L(verbuni_Dei_Seminavit|_hot to_preach/but to
takel tevengel on them.”

Thehotif(of(Watering

Thelmotifl is.made up ofl twol¥erbs, rgard (tooisten) and 7rrigard (towater) Thelalliterativel association
ofl thesel verbs with/ Rigal énables Henryl tol stress_ that Riga’s_mainlaimlis_ to baptize the heathens/i.e..to
watetl 0ff tnoisten themwithl baptismal <vater.

In[1201bishoplAlbert éstablished Riga as thelhew! ¢entrelforl missionlin/ Livonia[ Thel Livsiverel said to
havel ¢alled thel placelRiga,

“citherl from Lakel Riga,l or fromlirrigation, sincelit islirrigated bothl fromlbelowt and from
above It s irrigated froml below! for, as they  say, it is3well moistened in_its waters_and
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pastures; ot since thel plenary’ remissionl of sinslis_administered inl it tol thel sinners, the
irrigation from above, that is thel kingdoml ofl heavenlisl thusladministered throughlit, of in
otherlxwords, Riga, tefreshed by thelwaterl ofl thelnew! faith waters the. neighbouring tribes
round about throughlthelholy font o6f baptism.”

(/.../ Lgnani-bt Rigani_ppellant| vel i Rigd laci vel guasi irriguanm, tuni_babeat inferius irrignumi-ac
trriguunt_superius. Trriguuni_inferius| ed_guod it uquis et pascuis irrigna_vel ed_guod inistratut in_ea
peccatoribus_plenaria_peccaminuni_remissio_tt_per_bani_irrignuni_Superins,_fgnod_est _regnuni_telornmz_per
consequens ministratury vel Rigd novd fide_tigata ¢t quid_per éand gentes in_iircuitul_sacrd_baptismatis fonte

rigantur.)”

Thelmotif framesl thelwholel text. Foxl thel first timel it bccurs in the. opening versel of thel chronicle: ¥to
watetf and. tol givel thelholiesttheavenlyl gifts to the land”L(7rrigui_sacra tonaqueé telicavult dard terra) [ IFinally,
inlthelopening verselofl thellast paragraphl thel authot ¢anl tejoice over the fulfilment off their goal:

“Thus' does| Rigal always tater then nations! Thus' did shel now! watert Osel in thel middle
ofl thel sea. Byl twashingf shel purgeslsin'and grants the. kingdoml of  thel skies[ Shel furnishes
both thelhigherfand thellower irrigation.”

(S7c|_$i¢ Riga_Semper' rigat gentes! 8id maris_in mnedio_nund igat Osiliam, Pert lavacruni_purgans vitinm,
dans regnd polorum Altins irrignuni donat ot inferins).”

Throughout the text thel motif isl frequentlyl used inl thel descriptions.ofl missionary! trips andlinl the
appealsltolaccept baptism [twhich swerel made_ tol the[heathens. Altogether thel motifl occurs about thirty

times.

Whatis'interesting is/its telationshiplwith thel otherl images.discussed above.lIt ¢an be followed inl three
passages, all_ describing eventslimportant tol thel Riganl ¢hurch.[1n[1220, allargel $cale. missionaryt tripl to
Estonial tookl place. Therel thel priests ‘sowed.thel seed ofl Christianl doctrineland $watered thel villages
lying{ tound about from! the holy! font of tegeneration” (incipientes ) . .. /[doctriné_thristiané_semind spargere,
villas tircumiacentes sacrd_regenerationis fontd rigaban?).” Hence the image off sowing is followed immediately
by_thel imagel ofl swatering. Thel samel year another mission’ tol Estonial tookl place; afterl finishing/ their
journey thel priestsisvent back! to Livonia_ and f‘committed_thel vineyard. they hadl planted and swatered
froml thel holyt font! tol God, swholswould make it grow” (vineani_plantatani_tt sacro_fontd rigatani Deo) jui

Ennen[jalnyt4/20040>>>1http:/ / www.ennenjanyt.net/ 404/ referee/kaljundi.pdf


http://www.ennenjanyt.net/4-04/referee/kaljundi.pdf

incrementunt-daturus brat| ommintentes).” Here thel events arel given in their hatural order! first thel vineyard
is_planted, then it is vatered and finallyl it starts| tol grow. This imagel appearsl oncel more, in al slightly
different way. Whenl Guillelmus_ofl Modenal rejoices_over “God’s ¥ineyard” it is said that thel vineyard
1s “watered with! the blood of so tnany  of the faithfull (vineani Ded tani gloriosd plantatani éf écclesiant fidelinm
sanguiné_multorunt irrigatam).” The blood tefers! tol the sacrifices' madel in the coursel of missionary work
and_ tol thel martyrs; onl thel other hand it is_ alsol linked tol thel swateringl and_growthl of plants/i.e/ the
churchl and its.members.[[Herel thel uisel off thel watering motif enables’ tol bind all thel abovel discussed
motifs_ together forl allinked andl complexpicturel describing thel missionarylsworkl andlits_ effect onl the
growthl of thel church.

Hencel thel Rigansl arel presented.as.planters {thel planters_ of thel vineyard ofl God)_andl sowers (the
sowers of thelword off God), as well as waterers. Togetherl withl the imagel 6f baptized land and people
as_farmland,[ a dynamicimageryl is_ created forl thel wholel process of conversion H asl 4l process_of

cultivation.

AsLinlthe/ Bible/ thel vineyard workers tefer tol thel peoplel of Israel and thel sowers_refer tol thelapostles,
thel Rigans larel hereindirectlyl compared alsoliwith| ithe selected_ones_lofl both the JOld land New
Testament. Thislis inl accordancel3vith onel of the. dominant ideasl of  thel chronicle, according tolwhich
GodLalways_acts_through' thel hands_of al few, i.e. through! thel hands_ofl the selected. Inl addition, the
comparison_ofl Rigal with[ Israel and/or thel city ofl Jerusalem occurs_in somel bther passages. Even
thoughl Henryt does not tefer directlyltolthe zwitatid upostolorumi(a theme that had becomel more popular
around’his time), therelalsolare’ some  teferences to the primal ¢hurchland to thel timelofl thel apostleslin

his text.

Inl general the imagery. of thelabove mentioned motifslis rather ¢learlyl divided intol twol parts, teferring
tolthe_ missionaries and crusaders_as the activel and authoritative_ hgents [ as_ planters_and sowers (i.e.
cultivators),.and thelbaptized peoples_as_thel passiveland teceptivelagents/as the land (i.e.[thelonelbeing

cultivated).

Thefemininelmotif

Thel imagery ofl growth and fertility attributed tolthel mission_andl young church'isl alsollinked to
feminineimagery.[The feminine motif isuised to describel theRigan ¢hurch as'alswvomanlandld mother.
Thelimagelis based onld widely used allegory ofl thel ¢hurchlas/d womanlandla bride. Herel the’dominant
imagelis that ofl d fertile woman, d mother and a birth giver.
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Therelarel twolinstances of the imagel ofl d young birth| giving woman wholisl pursued by aldragon. After
a_battle swasl lost_tolthel Estonianslin/ 1210 the_ churchlis_described *‘likel al svoman svhoml thel dragon
followed but did hot overtake” (tamquan | .../ nulier, Guant dracd persequitur sed non opprimit).” Whenl in
1224 thelRussianl troops had ¢caused manytlossesl tol thelRigans [ thel churchlisl said tolbel “likel thel woman
inl labor[ whol hasl greati [ sorrow_and anguishl antil shel gives_birth, in’ pursuit_ bf_ herl offspring there
comesl 4_dragon” (famquani mulier pariens, Guani_tristiciani et dolorend magnuni habet| donedt pariaty tuins eciam
partund dracd persequitur).”® Thel image briginates froml thel Apocalypse: in general the svomanl signifies
humankind and theldragon/ demonicl forces..Onl onelhand thelimage! stresses thel dangers and hardships
that thelbuildingl ofl alhew! churchlinlal foreign'and hostilelland has brought. Theldragon symboliseslthe
external enemies and thelsvoman giving] birthl symbolises_thel pains_andl sacrifices the. missionary ¢hurch
has’ tol experience Onl thel other handl it clearlylémphasizes| thelactiveland productivel role ofl thel Rigan
church/ as it refers to_ giving birth" and fertility, i.e[ giving birthl to_ al hew! church and extending her

congregation.

Thelimagelis_alsol connected tol thel issues_ofl authorityland domination' of thel churchl over thel hewly
baptized people, describing theitt relationshiplas. thatl betweenl 4 motherl and her children. Hence, the
rebel Livs[iwerel still sanguinary’ sonslwhol torel atl thel breast. ofl Mothetl church™ {(adbud filii sanguinarii,
lacerantes berd inatris écclesie).”

Thelissues of authorityl andl powerl rosel againl whenl thel struggelel over! Estonianl landsl begins twith! the
Danesland thel Russians. Herel thel imagel ofl 2. mother and 4 daughter! isliised tol $tress_thel connections
betweenl thel Livonianland thelEstonianl ¢hurch.[Thellatter is described asltheldaughter of the/ Livonian
church/wholhas always/ beenl thel *trueland original mother” ofl thel Estonian churchl (verd éf prima_semper
mater)."’"To 3ay that the Rigan ¢churchlhas! givenl birth to the Estonian ¢hurch by thellabot of conquest
(pertdabores éxpugnationis) and theIvashing of tegenerationlin thelfaithl ofl Jesus Christ” (qud genuerat éani per
lavacruni tegenerationis in fidé lesn Christi),"" is tol declarel het! tights| tol Estonian/lands. Yet it also émphasizes
oncel morel thel fertility ofl thel Livonian church, whichl has Ttol freel herl daughter, thel Estonian ¢hurch,
whichl shel ¢onceived by Jesus Christ” (x4 érgd Lyvonensis écclesid filiand suani Estiensend écclesiam| guant genuerat
Lesii Christo, Jiberared).* Suchl thetoric/is_hecessary becausel 0f thel ¥‘many’ mothers, indeed, ¢laimed this
daughter falselyt and always drew! herl tol them by their lies” (plures sibi_imatres falsd_filiani_bané usurpantes,
mentientes Semper, attraxerini)."T One_of the mothers sl f‘thel Russian mother, always{ sterile_ and barren”
(mater Ruthenicd sterils semper bt infecunda)."'"The bther mother, herel hot directlyl referred to, is Danish.
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However,in another passage. Henry alsol tefers tol thelinfertilityl of thelDanishl ¢hurch [Whenl the[Danish
queenl dies duringf childbirth it is said[ that' how

“thelnew church,whichl daily wasl tol givel birth tolspiritual offspring and whichlwaslat that
timel given bver tol thel powerl of this' king| would undoubtedly  bel endangered forl the
period of his teign.”

(novellam Jecclesiam| ) tund Lin ) potestatens | regis 1ipsius | traditam,  qué_\pariturd \erat |cottidie_\prolem:
spiritualen femporibus sui principatus indubitanter periclitandam).”

Hencel ithel Rigan Ichurchl lis'ldescribed las_ lfertilel |(its_productivity lcanlonly. bel Idisturbed by lalien
interference/ butl it lcannot bel unfertilel byt itself) and fthereforel legitimate. [Thel lother missions, by
contrast/[ arel considered infertilel (unablel tol givel birthl as_ they are[ theyl canl only! tryl tol takel 4l partlin

another’s harvest).

Thel triumphl off thel Rigan| missionlis_presented at the endl of thel chronicle,[ whenl thel Riganl priests
rejoicel overt that theyl havel by thel bathl off regenerationl theyt swerel producing sol many thousands_of
spiritual_childrenl for thel Lord and al beloved hewl $pouse. forl God froml among the heathen {ed_guod
Domind-tot milia gennernnt per: lavacruni regenerationis prolent spiritualens Ded dilectant sponsani novani it gentibus).*
Herel thel Livonian| church hasl thel imagel lofl & young/ fertile birth[ giving woman, whol hasl imany
children/ However, this is alsol thel bnlyl passagel where! thel imagel bf 4 womanl is!linked  tol positive
events,as inlall other caseslit is used tol describe thel situations.wherel hostilel forces.endangeri Riga. This
i alsol thelonly passage where thel femalelimagelis applied to thelpriests, not to the churchlin general.

TheluiseLofl the femininelimagerylis.probablytinfluenced by Henry’s ¢laiml that thel Virginl Maryl<vasl the
patroness_of ithel ILivonian imission*’"and by ithe fact ithat’ het Irole lis[ lsteadily lemphasized lin Jthe
chronicle.* This ¢laim makes! thel femininel imagery. even morel easilyl applicablel tol the Riganl church.
Thel Virginl Maryl herselfl is_ depicted. throughout thel text asl loving [ tender, maternal, humane, and
intimate, whichharmonizes_well_with[ thel new imagel ofl Mary that developed_in[ the 12thl century,
especially_among thel Cistercians._ However, as_ 4 patroness_ofl al crusadel shel hasl thel especiallyl active
characteristics as well [as[shelis tolhelplthelmissionaries tol give birth to alnew! ¢hurchland tol protect the
Rigans in/ militarylactions.
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Inl general thel femininel imagery of thel chronicle contains several imagesl borrowed froml uniquely
femininel experiences However, as shownl above, itl focuses_ chiefly. onl thel activel femininel foles/ like
giving birthland thelneed tol protect her ¢hild,[symbolising thelbirthingf to'a newt ¢hurch. Thelimage of a
birth| giving womanl_hevertheless. involves alsol suffering and [T pain. Thisl signifies! the hardships’ the
mission had to-undergo, which'isl one of thel dominant themes of thel text, aslshown above. In contrast,
Henry’sl femininel imagery_does_hot_touchl uponl thel more. passivel role_ of nurturingl bl nursing/ (as
compared. tol giving birth),whichlis often seeninl telationshiplwith[ the. concernsl forl pastoral care.

Suchlimagerytis_probably influenced bylits_ context, as the! ¢rusadeland thel mission givel thel texti al ¢lear
and vigorous ¢context. It is'dynamic, expanding, and active. It is  thel timel 0ff éxpansion’and fighting[not
yetofl settlement./ Hence his imagerytisiactiveland dynamic.

Thislis reflected alsolin thel maternal imageryl of thel church.[ 1t deals withl thel questions_ofl power and
domination; it alsol supports_thel authoritativeness_and legitimacy_ofl thel hewt institution.[ Inl this aspect
thel feminine imagery is_similatf tol the  activel rolel applied. tol authoritativel male’ figures, thel missionary

priestsitepresented as[plantersiand sowers.

Inl conclusion, thel motifs_of planting, sowingl and twateringl in the. new! vineyard, thel plantation 6f God
and thel motifl of femininel fertilityl forml complex! textual hinits whichl deal mainlyl Wwith thel dynamicslof
thel mission and are linked tol the dominant themes_ofl thel ¢hronicle. They arelused for describingf the
spread_ofl Christianityl and thel legitimacy. off thel Rigan' mission.[ Therefore theyt contributel significantly
tol thelimage! off thel hewly' founded Riganl churchland throughl quotations froml religious| texts theytlink
thel history_lofl_ithel Riganl Ichurchl lwith ithel lsacred_history_lof_ Scripture.. The motifslalsol form_jan
independentt svholelinl thel text and show! that thel old beliefs_relating tol growthl and. fertility survivelin

medieval religious  culture.
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Notes

I'Thel original manuscript_of the throniclelhas hot been preserved [Thel best contemporaryledition,[publishedlin thel series
Monumentd Germaniad Historied in 1955 is based onl thel comparison bfl several different manuscripts_and bnl the thorough
editiorial vorkl bfl Leonid Arbusowand Albert Bauer.[See Heinrici Chronicon Livsé = Heinrichs Liviandischd Chronik. Scriptores
rerumi_Germanicarumi I uusund_Scholaruni bxi imonumentis Germaniad bistoricis Separatini_¢diti 31 Ed Leonid_ Arbusowland[Albert Bauer.
Hahnsche Buchhandlung/ Hannover 1955. For 4 translation intol Germansee Heinrich VonLettland. Livkindischd Chronik.
Ausgewahltd \quellen \zur \Dentschen ) Geschichtd des | Mittelalters " TransJAlbert IBauer[ [Freihert von IStein JGedédchtnisgabel124.
Darmstad1959.

ZForlal general overview of the[Balticl ¢rusadeslsee Christiansen 1997 [ pp.93[104,10913 Kalal2001; Bysted ¢t al. L2004, pp.
1600188 . Forl the discussion. on defining the Northern and Balticlcampaigns_asl erusadesl see fot examplel Riley. Smithl 2002,
especiallylpp.[178; Tyerman[ 1998 especially pp.[33[5.

ISeeBauer 1955 p.[¥i

#Forlalgeneral overview see Bartlett 1993 Christiansen1997.

S Adamus Bremensis, Gestd Hammaburgensis écclesiad pontificnm EA.B[Schmeidler[Hannover 1917. Helmoldi_presbyteri Bozoviensis
Chronica l§ lavoruni= Helmold von Bosau. Siawenchronik. [Ed["and trans[ Heinzl Stoob. Wissenschaftlichel Buchgesellschaft,
Darmstadt 1963. Arnoldi Chronica Slavornni exirecensiond ] .M. Lappenbergii. In nsunmi_kcholarnmi ex monumentis Germaniad bistoricis
separating éditi 14/ Ed[Georg Heinrich Pertz Hannoverl 1968 For a tecent study onl thesel ¢hronicles'see Scior 2002.

9 Fortl thel quotations'and bthetl often tepeated textual élements in Henry “stext, seel Hildebrand[ 1865/ Bilkins 1928 Arbusow
1950,[Arbusow(1951,Bauer 1955 p.xxxv, Undusk[1990.

TSeeBynuml 1984 Bynym1987)Bynum[1991.

§Bynuml 1984, pp. 67

91ls.[5:1 7land ¢lsewhereldften'in the | #jgatal All thel biblical teferences tefed tol the I ugata.

10 Heinrici- Chronicon Livoniaé (HCL)IX. 7] quotations from Ezek[17:7{Ps/[79:12.

WHCLXXIX.2) Ezek.17:7.

12Ps.107:37;Is.65:21land ¢lsewherclinlthe 1 ulgatd andliturgical texts HCIIX.14{ XXIV.5.

I3 HCLXXIIIL4.

4 TFortecent studieslonl thelstrifelbetween thel Rigan and the[Danishlmissionssee Nyberg1983; Nyberg{ 1998 Nielsen2001;
Lind et al[2004.

HCLXXIV.2.

IHCLIXXIV.2.

TMHCLIXXIV.2{Lev.19:10{Deut.[24:21.

¥ 1Ibid.

YHCLIXXIX.8; Ps.[143:12.

2HCLLVLY.

HHCLXXIV . 4{I[Cor[3:10{Eph.2:20.

2 Bartlett 1994, pp[152°6/352°B. Thelmotif decurs éspeciallyloftenin the chronicleloffHelmold of Bosau.

P HCLX.14.

24 Ibid.

% Ibid.

2HCLXXIV.1.

YTHCHXXIX. 2 XXIX.8.

2 Thismust havebeen onel of the most interesting| periods'in Henry “slife, and it has evenbeenassumed that Henryl Wwrote
his'¢hroniclelfor Guillelmus, ot at Teast thel legatelinspired him tol takelon  thel taskl of writing{it.See Johansen 1953 p[17.
PHCLXXIX.3{1Lk[8:5[15.

STHCLIXXIX.5.

STHCLXXX .

SZHCLIV.5{Josh.[15:19,1Co1l3:6.

FHCLIXXX.6/Josh15:19.

MHCLIXXIV.1.

S HCLXXIV.5{1Cor.3:6.

SYHCLXXIX.2.

STHCLIXIV.8{Rev/12:13.

S HCLXXVIIL4{Josh[16:21/Rev.12:4,13.

PHCL XVIL1[Fotl thel imagery of breasts_asl thel sign ofl blood, milk and  thel euchachrist/ and as 4 symbol ofl Christ, the
Virginl Mary_and hence thel churchlas_ thel hurturerlfl humankind see Bynum( 1991 [ pp.[102 8 and for applying thelimagel of
nurturing tol thelissues of authorityland leadershiplsed Bynum( 1984, éspeciallyl chaptetliv.

O HCLXXVIILA4.

MHCLXXVIL4{Tit.3:5/1 Corl4:15.
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HCLXXVIIL5{ICor[4{15.

B HCLXXVIIL4.

MHCLIXXVIIL4 Ex[23:26.

BHCLXXIV 4.

AHCLIXXX.5;Tit.[3:5.

YTWeldo not havelanyl othet contemporary sourcesl that would support this_claim; hencelmanyl questions. related tol the
Virgin Mary“s"roleCandpositionas_thel patroness_bf the Rigan churchstill femain unanswered [[THowever, dedicating/ the
conqueredlands_tol thel Virgin Mary is_ byl ho meanslexceptional [ tatherlit was typical tol thel frontier societies ofl that time.
Similat’ processes_of dedicatingl mostl of thelinajorl ¢hurches in newly conqueredland tol thetMothet dfl God tookl placelinlTate
medieval SpainJ(MacKay 11989, Jpp.[ 2301,/ 1237(8) [ For lan[Janalysis_lon *“the IMariological frontier’in[ Livs, seelJensen,
forthcoming.[Forfthelapplicationl ofl female imageryl onlliminal situationsl (asive can alsol consider frontier éxperienceslone of
these) seel Bynum 1991{27(51.

48 Muchlis_still tol bel donelin’ $tudying! the imagel of thel Virginl Maryt in thel chronicle.. Most ofl thel $tudies'havel been very
general onl thisl matter; however[ Leonid Arbusow’has_ done some_textual hnalysis’ concerning the representation of the
VirginMary inHenry “s'text (Arbusow( 1951, pp.[64[T4) [Seelalsol Arbusowl 1950; Johansen 1953 Tarvel 1987.
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