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Eighth[Century[]l Anglo[latin[] Ecclesiasticalll Attitudesl] to

Dreams[@ndVisions!

Inl Anglol Saxon England, Christianised from! the latel 6" century onwards by groups  of Roman, Trish
and Frankishl missionaries, therel3vas 4 flourishingl monasticl culture, svhichl exerted its_ownl missionary
influence tolthel IContinent byl ithel learly leighth century. 1 IThel varied Jorigins lof Itheir IChristianity
notwithstanding Ithel leighth centuryl | Anglol Latin’ Iwriters Isaw! Itheir culturel Jas Ithel Iresult lofl Ithe
Mediterranean effort initiated by Popel Gregoryl thel Great in 597. Christianisationhardly! takes place
simplyl betweenl twol monoliths, 4 church and a people, but canl ratherl bel inderstood! as 4l layered
process/_thelintral écclesiastical_ dimensions_of which, duel tol the haturel ofl ourl sources, arel bften the
most visible! tol us.. InlIthis jpaper! Il will focus_lon /Anglo/ Latin attitudes_tol dreams_and visions, a
microscopiclstrand ofl thel history ofl Christianl thought in’ thel earlytMiddlel Ages, tol explorel thelsways in
which! thel views_ofl writers__onl this particular missionaryl frontietrl could bel explained, and tol briefly
considerl jthem( lin[ Irelationl Jtollour! Junderstanding lofl lthe formation landl naturel lof learlyl imedieval

Christendom.

Inl Hellenisticl antiquityl dreamsl werel anl acknowledged. mediuml of divination.Thel Middlel Ages_also
inherited thelbiblical stories ofl God.communicating his will throughl dreams_and visions. However, the
biblelalso held svarnings onl thelillusionary naturelofl Someldreams. Already inl ¢classical philosophies the
spiritiworld waslinvoked as_onel Among thel causesLofl dream s&ndBJisions,S&HdEChristian[theologians,
especiallyl thoselinfluenced by ascetic_ thought, abovelall §S.[ Augustine ofl Hippol({ 430), Gregoryl the
Greatl (11604)Land Isidorel of Seville (116306), pointed out thatl hot all $piritswere benignl ot sent byt God:
some twerel thel agents of thel Devill Paraphrasing St. Paul’ they temarked! that Satan, tol mislead! the
faithful| couldlappeariinl any disguise, even as_ an’ angel ofl light. Essentiallyl thel Fathers ¢autioned. their
audiencesl against’ trusting’ messages_that appeared wanted ot trustworthy.[[The suspicious_naturel of
dreams hecessitated care, sanctity and learning o fl theit évaluators.”

However, judging byl seventh tentury Gallic practices,’ such warnings' may not havel immediately been
heeded.LThel control_and handling bfl bneiric_experiencel is__curiouslyl invisiblel inl imost Merovingian
narrativel_sources, and whenl lcommentary ot Idescriptions_ofl_interpretation appear, apparently for
reasons.similar tol those behind H o as[teactions to H thel patristicL.¢oncerns, they hardlyl teach the same
depth. T Whilel many’ patristic_texts appear! tol stress thel importance of thel dreamer’s sanctityl as a

Ennenlja nyt4/20041>>>Thttp:/ /www.ennenjanyt.net/4.04 /referee / keskiaho.pdf


http://www.ennenjanyt.net/4-04/referee/keskiaho.pdf

guaranteel ofl thel authenticityL ofl a dream [ thel harrativel sources as a4 wholel dolhot observel suchl 4 rule
with anyt consistency.[Most_texts_simply. depict acceptance_ of dreamslat facelvalueland tarely dwell on
thel authentication 6f individual dreams andl visions. I Something distinctive, however, appears!inl the
Anglol Latinl Jsources/ Whilel iminel has_beenl thel first_attempt_lat la lcomprehensive examination lof
attitudesl tol thel validityl andlinterpretation_ ofl oneiric_experienceslin both' Continental as¥vell as Insular
narrativel sources_of this| period, [ lsomelIscholars have, ‘comparing a limited selection lof ftexts or
examining individual items, hoted thel incidences_ofl bothl descriptions_ofl authentication as_well as_of

ecclesiastical control of oneiric_experiencelinl Anglol Latinl harratives.

Forlexample Lisa Bitel, inl 4 briefl sketchl of ¢arlyl medieval oneirology, asserted that thel teasonlwritersin
thel lnon Romanised Inorthl 'dwelt lonl thel lassessmentl landlinterpretationofl dreams_was_ that Itheir
audiences did_not sharel IGreco Romanl ideas_about_dreams.' T However, it_seems that_a distinction
betweenl]:lisbelief&ndﬂlearnedﬁkcepﬂdsm,lﬂheﬂatter])fBNhichHB'eel[ﬂsEnoreBlppropriate[iJanelationRo
thel /Anglol Latinl texts, is_in order.[ Thel eminent Petetl Brown,” commenting bnl insularl examples_of
controll and_criticism, offered. thatl possiblyl thel Anglol Latinl ecclesiasts_were faced withl 4 ‘vernacular
visionaryt culturestirred byl Christianity but inamenablel tol ecclesiastical ¢ontrol” [ making themlwvarylof
the[problematic[hature[of[the[phenomena.14DHowever,EhsteryE]ittle,EindeedEhothing[tertain,[tanjae
knownl bf Anglo Saxonl paganl ot popular views onl dreams, Thothl theories are incomplete, and might
evenllead uslin thelswrong direction. Thelpresent paper proposes_to ¢xaminel thesel Anglol Latinl fexts.H4
numbet ofl $aints’lives and a historical narrative, all datable tol thel first half of thel eighthl century 1 Hin
theirl lcontexts, tolreconsiderl theirl Jevidencel_laboutl lviews_lonl ldreams, landljproposellalternativel lor

additional explanations.

Petert Brownlintroduces_his suggestion  withl 4 teferencel to a passagelin thel earlyleighthl century Lsfd of
St.Guthlacl({{ possiblyl around 714) [ ostensiblyl indicating thel peculiarl problems._thelinsular ecclesiasts
hadwithout off control charismatics. Welarel told thel saint’s'source_of powert hadbeen questioned, and
bishop Hadda of Leicester’s secretaryl offered tol try him [having witnessed manyl“pseudolanachoritas
diversaruml! religionuml simulatores Aamongf thel Irishl (inlmodernl Scotland), and learned tol tecognise
them."TButl burl continental sources, especially Gregory of Tours (1 594), T likewise inform us of the
existencel ofl wayward ascetics_and falsel prophets, effectivelyl curing/ thel sickland prophesisingl accurately
throughl blackl magic.[ Despitel this, whilel therel is hothing tol suggest. that_ thel majorityl bfl Frankish
ecclesiasts could hotl havel beenl eritical, manyl dol appear’ quite! telaxed tegarding oneiric experiences.'”
There isLhol reasonl tol deny! thel possibilityL ofl anl Anglol Saxonl H o1 Irish [ for thatl matter - visionary
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culture’”’ H most peopleldream [afterd all Hbuti wel dolTacklanylspecificlévidence of its nature. Rather,) dne
is forced tol considert why, if problems precipitatel care,” s this not évident in thel continental sources?

Onl thel contrary, ourl Anglol Latinl sources_still seem![ tol exhibit a heightened $ensitivity tol thel ¢ritique
and.control of visionaryl experiencel Brown’s_solel bther examplel bfl AngloSaxonl sensitivitylis_ the
famouslstorylofl Caedmon byl Bede thel Venerable (11735). Caedmon, 4 layman | teceived inld dream! the
giftt of musical composition, andlswas_sentl byl thel teevel to 8t/ Hild, abbess_ofl Whitbyl (1 680), whose
panel lof ecclesiastical lexperts_ tried hisl alent, finally deeming it valid.*' Whilel images_of voluntary
consultation[bccasionallyi:hppear,zz[this[ldnd[bf[blerical control| depicted_explicitlyl as’ determiningf the

distinctionlbetweenl vision andllusion, ¢cannotbel found inl thelMerovingianl sources.

Thisl canl alsol bel seen whenl comparing thel longerl Anglol Latin accounts_of visions_of the. Christian
afterlifel Jtol ithosel recorded in ithel IContinent. Whereas IContinental visionaries suchl las_the_ monk
Barontus' bt 8t/ Fursey (1 650),”" are portrayed autonomouslyl interpreting and openly sharing/ their
experiences_without__consulting| anyl superiort clergy, bothl St Bonifacel offt Mainzl (1 754)Land  Bede,
recounting| thel visions_ofl theitl countrymen,[ anl anonymouslimonkl ofl Wenlocki andl the paterfamilias
Dryththelm, respectively, mentionl 4 stagel of control after thel receptionl ofl thel vision. According to
Bede/ Drythelml $hared his ¥ision! first with' king{ Aldfrith off Northumbria (685—705),3who, tealising/its
Value,Barranged[for[the[iseer[to[énter[hﬂnonastery.24DTheBnonk[be\X/ enlock bnl the_bthetl hand3vas
admonishedl by’ thel very visionlitself tol harrate_ it first tol 4 certainl priest/ and “afterwards, insofarl as
advised byl him/ tecount it tol the general public”.” Likewisel Bede,[in hisl tetelling of the storyl of St.
Fursey, 'departs_from Ithel Joriginal linl Ispecifying Ithat IFurseyllonlylIshared hislJvisions_‘with[ Ithose

. . . . 26
considering a monastic_.conversion.™

Areliwel here/ then, faced kwith| care arising in| responsel tol somel uncontrollable popular culturel bf
dreams? Whilel al tampant! vernacularl visionary! ¢ulturelis as_ impossible_tol rulelout aslit is to prove, Ilam
inclined to elaboratelon thel temarkl of Patrick $ims Williams,who [ tegarding thel ¥ision ofl thel monklof
Wenlock, points_out ithat Inot_lonlytlisthel Irhetoricllofl reticencelin respect’_tolthel lextra_monastic
community_in'keeping with  theloldestloflascetic traditions, butlthat thel¢arelinl the text might teflect the
highet sophistication/ 6f thel Anglo’ Latin society.”’

Indeed, swherel teasons_forl suchl carel arel referred to, thel hllusions_ arel alwaysl tol biblical and patristic
scepticism..Aldepiction_ ofllearned carelappearslin Bede’s storylof thelmonk Ecgbert’s preparations for

a_missionl tol thel Frisians. Godlylambitions notwithstanding,| dbnel morning a young brotherlapproached
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Ecgbert and told that' Boisil/ his  teacher,[had appeared to himlin thelnight'andwarned thatl thelmission
was_not inl God’s_plan’ forf Ecgbert. Thelyoung brother himselfl was quite_ convinced of theldream, had
hel notl recognised_thellooks_bf his_ ownl teacher? Ecbert, however, told him[ tol keepl the dream[ to
himself] lest it bel_anl illusion.[ Privatelyl hel meditated on thel dream,[ and when! thel younger monk
returned,| telling thel dream had recurred andl that' hel had been morel severelyl admonished byt Boisil,
Bedel Inotes_ Ecgbert was_ already! inclined itol lconsider itl truthful. However, inotknowing how! to
convincel his_enthusiastid_companions, hel still sventl onl Svithlhis_ plans, ¢alling offl thel expeditionl only
whenl 4l storml ¢apsized his ship at'dock.”

Thatl suchlviewswere current inl Anglol Latin/learned ¢ulturelis alsolsuggested byt a passagelinlthe Whithy
Lifd of 521 Gregonyi thé Great.”’ Tl anl anecdotel concerning thel tecovery of the! telics' bfl king Eadwinel 6f
Northumbria, el arel presented with! Trimma, al priest admonished inl a series of dreamsl tol teclaiml the
remains.. Unlikelin[ thel continental instances_bf this tqbox,3()ﬂlowever,mfrimma’sﬂeluctanceﬂoﬂlcﬂjlthot
attributed_tol his_disbelief, butl tol his learned distrust towards_dreams/ as3vell as_the advice of 4 fellow
monkl tol thel samel effect..Only whenl helisl physicallyl Abusedlinl & third dream | does he comply, and
recover! the telics. In  fact/inlits inter textual context/thelStorylappearsialmostiasd ¢autionary tale agaznst
tool dogmatic al distrust' towards  dreamswhichit implies might bel current inl Some! quarters.’ [ Generally
ecclesiasts_closelyl concerned wwithlal particularl cult could! bel readier! tol consider! thel truthfulness_of
usefuldreamsl and visionsl H and conversely! forl al writerl suchl asl Bede, concerned iwith! thel bigger
picture 4l ¢ritical stancelsvould beliinderstandable.[Suchla differencelin authorial perspective might well
explainlsome of theldifferencesapparentbetween Continental and Anglol Latin'hagiography/ That these
viewsLarel VisibleLonlylin" Anglol Latinl texts.does_ hot automaticallyl tule such views_out! from Continental
thought.

Thislshould alert iis_tol question! thel éxtent! to whichl burt sourcesl teflect ahinified Anglo Latin  attitude.
What seems_common! tol most_bf_ ourl textslis 4 hew acknowledgement_ of’ thel problematiclhature of
dreams; disagreelas theylmight onlitslimplications However, the passages.indicating/ this,[as they dolhot
representlquitel thel totalityl ofl Anglol Latinlnarratives.onl dreams, hardly.amount told conclusivelshow.of
alpeculiarly” Anglol Tatin écclesiastical attitude.”

Furthermore/ therel arel thel pragmaticl contexts_ofl ourl harrativel sources_to_ consider. Received wisdom
statesl that lthe IMerovingian lhagiographiesl werel loften lintended !for lal lwidel Jaudiencel lofl laymen.
Conversely, in AngloSaxonland Germaniclterritories thellanguagelbarrier would have made the extant

Latinl Jtextslincomprehensiblel ltol lay! laudiencesl landl lthusthel Jldomain[Jofl lecclesiasts, Janyl Jpossible
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vernacularl paraphrases  hotwithstanding.” Bypassing problems of identifying thel pragmatic contexts of
individual texts and assuming a fundamental unity!inl thel public aimsl ofl bothl Continental and Insular
hagiography, onel mightl arguel that! therelswas in fact 4 real difference, hot simply_inl harratives, but in
thoughtl itself, inl attitude. tol dreams and visions However, seizingl on these generalisations_onel could
advancel thel hypothesis_thatl texts_directlyl intended fort lay ears would have beenl shorn of' theological
misgivings andl complications, and [ likewise, suchl as wereltwrittenl for ecclesiasts, tol be uised inl pastoral
worklonlyt I throughlparaphrasing/ lwould havel Ibeenl Ibetter! Isuited [for lvoicing lactual Jtheoretical
concerns.”Nevertheless, ourl évidencel does suggest thel possibility of d learned ¢ritical view! éntertained
onlthe higher tungslofl the Anglol Saxon écclesiastical hierarchy, dlthoughld leapl from tepresentations. to
ideaslis_ certainlyl notia straightforward one.

Inl addition’ tol thel harrativel sources_wel havelan’ early’ eighthl centuryl penitential,| purporting tol collect
theljudgements.of metropolitan/ bishop  Theodorelof Canterbury, whichlis apparently thel first piecelof
westernecclesiastical legislationl sincel thel fourthl centuryl that! lists_oneiromancy.among prohibited
methods lof Idivination.”T IHowever, thel lissuel thel Ipassagel lactually lconcernsl litself iwith[lis women
practicing “incantationes_vel divinationes_diabolicas”.[Only after! this referencel tol 4 supposedlylactual
practice3(’Ddoest&heﬁextﬂoﬂow@p&ith&]ustiﬁcation,[ﬂntroducingﬁ‘deiﬂloc[ﬂrﬂtanoneﬁﬂicitur",Bﬂluote
froml 4 Latin wersion’ ' of thel acts bfl thel council bf Ancyra {sired B14)] condemning all Fqui auguria
auspiciasive_ somnial Jvel divinationes| quaslibet_secunduml Imores”gentilium observant”.” Thus the
compilationl lemployslJanl loldert Jand Imorel |prestigious_lcouncil tollegitimatel thel prohibition/lof lan
ostensiblyl peculiart Anglol Saxon practice. Tolstrengthenl thel impression that_ oneiromancyltvas_hot an
extraordinary problem, laterl Anglol Latin penitentials_and canons,” whenl treating supposed pagan
survivals, makelno reference tolit. Continental penitentials, however, did pickluplthe prohibition,which
alsol ffound! lits kway intol ICarolingian legislation," land there fis lagain| nol Ireason tol_invoke cultural
influences from below! tol ¢xplainl this.

Thus_thel prohibition_ of pagan oneiromancyt + and this maylinl anyl case_have. been thel effect ofl the
decree, litsllintentionsl notwithstanding| - Thasl ithel lappearance_lofl Jan[ lexercisel inl lcomprehensively
connecting thel young Anglol Saxon Christianityl tol the traditional position ofl the iniversal Church,
rather than that' ofl 4 reactionl tolanl actual practice.This inl general[ had beenlthel essence of thellate
seventh' centuryl reforms undertaken byl Theodore,inswhosel hamel thel penitential Swas tvritten. It ¢an
hardlyt belinsignificant that he_ hailed from the Byzantinel east/ hot onlyl 4 highlyllearned ecclesiastical
culture but'also onel possessing authors éven more! eritical of dreams thanthe Western Fathers."[1f the
penitential ¢an thuslbeléxplained throughl hewi ¢urrentslinlécclesiastical thought,it dlsolSuggests'almodel
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of_eéxplanation for thel carelobserved inl thelnarrativel sSources. Onl thel other hand it may well itself have
exerted direct influence onl thelauthors wel havelbeen éxamining,

Pursuing the. hypothesis_that el arel dealing withl intra ecclesiastical influences/ it must bel pointed out
thatl sophistication Has_ employed by Patrickl $ims Williams H might still hot bel quite_ the! right terml for
the phenomena/ éclipsing aslit does the intellectual achievements o f the Merovingian ¢hurch.”

CertainlylContinental writers_.could have been awarel of thelpatristic.opinion, and forl éxamplelGregory’s
Dialognesiverel tead and tised as alliterary model in/ mid seventh century Francia."” Yet éxplicit teferences
tol_thel problematicl haturel of dreamslarel rarelinl continental harratives. Perhapsl_thel seventhl ¢century
Gallican[ |Churchl Iregarded |thel lpope’slwritings! las_ |doctrinal Isources lamong Imany.[ | Anglol Latin
ecclesiasts, however, held thel popelin special teverence, $eeking tol adherel tol thel spirit ofl theltwritings
of thel founder of theitl ¢hurch.* More importantly, thel missions appear! tol have ¢reated a new need to
answet questions_about! thel real haturel ofl orthodoxy and to find o1l ¢reate’anlauthoritativel tradition to
connect to,and manylwerelinclined tol seel the Romanl churchl émbodying this authority andl tradition.*
Robert Markus has argued that thel Anglol Saxon missionaries of thel 8" ¢centurylapplied 4 new! definition
of IChristian| Ibehaviour, Jvehemently lattacking Ipractices_loftenl Jalready! lcondemned /butl Ipractically
tolerated |by the | Gallic land JRoman Jchurches.*" /Inl lorganising lcongregations Jmanyl |Anglol Latin
ecclesiasts applied hew! models_ of pastoral organisationl and ¢are.* [ Ultimately such concerns/influenced
the Carolingianl formulationland applicationl 6f hew! standards of Tay Christianity.*®

Inl thelabsencelof evidencelofl an especiallyl oneirocentriclpopular ¢culture/ al simplel dialectical model of
Christianisation| fails tis_inl this_case/ Instead/ el arel faced swith hints_ofl complex’ developments'inside
and between thel hierarchies_ofl thel iwesternl ichurches/ Thislisl hot_ tol denyl populatl ot vernacular
influence, butl rather/ in thel Absencel bfl specific_ data,  tol teducelits_ascertainablel influence  tol al more
general level:lirrespectivel bf_ thel specificlhaturel ofl any wayward popular culturel thel very idea bf a
missionaryEfrontier,Dsornething[bulturally[()ther,49Bnustﬂ1ave[been,Ein[part,Bwhaﬂlirove[éccle siasts_to
takel al closerl lookl atl thel scriptures_and. tol seek authoritativel answers. It hasl been mylintention’ to
suggestl that! thel attitudes. to_ dreams_visiblelin| thel Anglol Latin texts, $imultaneously! tepresenting and
participating inl thel process_ofl Christianisation, werel substantially. Mediterranean Christian,| and[ that
theirl IprobablellinspirationslJindicatelIthis_ Jparticular |casel Jof |Christianisation Jtaking/ Iplacel between
ecclesiastical traditions[betraying differenceslofldpinion between thelhumanl constituents o f whatis $till
tooloftenl Wiewed as_al imonolithid institution.. Thel texts_ not_only. showt iwhat_ might bel & difference
between! thel wviewsLofl thel Gallicl andl Anglol Baxonl ecclesiasts, but alsol hint’ tol differences’inside + at
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least H ithel latter. Further study, however, bothl bf theljpatristic_theories_andl ofi Merovingian and
Carolingian| thought' onl thesel matters, seemstobel needed tol clarify! thel haturel and extent of the
apparent_ differences. It seems_wel might applyl tol thisl casel thel larger’ point argued. among others by
Peterl Brown™ ! T hamelyl thel fruitful diversity 6f Western| Christendomlinl thel first_millenniuml + but
wishing tol point outthatl 4 comparativel andl contextual approachl may! helpl usl explain’ somel of this
apparent diversityl without tesorting tol assumption of straightforward influences fromlbelow.
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Turnonensis, Libri IV dd dirtutibusd 5. .Martinif11.31[p.[170; Tonas Bobiensis, 177d lohannis| 20 p.343; 177td S [ Richarii]14]p.
452; Vitd Amandi[T [ 1434 Forld tarel description of authentication, See Dé dirtutibus Geretrudis) 2465 wherelal Visionlis
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previous_scholarship, asiwell asimylapproach, see Keskiaho 2003, pp.2—7 [ AdditionallyDutton 1994; Carozzi 1994; Moreira
2000.

12Bitel 1991,55.

BCf[¥an Uytfanghe[ 1981 [who may/however[approach thel oppositel extremel byl dverestimating thel degreelof learned
scepticismlin Merovingian hagiography.

14 Brown 1996, 230.

BLCE[Wittmer Butsch 1991107 [wholinvokes_generallylGermanic pagan beliefslinl dreams as al factortinl ¢cclesiastical
oneirocriticism. However[aslapparent from her fiotes[reconstructionslofi 1 Germanic”beliefs.come from high/Tand Tate
medieval sagaslandlepicsH and even so, therelis hothingf tol suggest anylpeculiarities inl this tegard in/ thel Anglo Saxon
culturelin ¢ontrast to_¢continental Germanicl¢ultures[Forlaldiscussion specificltol thel Anglol Saxons, seeHines 1997.

16 Forla detailed treatment of the harrative[Ssources’ ¢xamined here[and d discussion ofl iy method, see[Keskiaho 2003 pp.
7-19andappendix A.[Central tolmylapproachlis treating the[sourcesas primarilylindicators ofl thelthought dfl theirfauthors,
especiallylpertinent in the[ Anglol Latin ¢ase [ Wwherelmost texts tecount ¢ventsldistant in timeldrl tecount and  edit Stories
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alreadylput intoWwriting [ Generallylon Early Medieval hagiography and histories seel Graus1965] McClurel1983; Prinz[1989;
Prinzl1992{¥on dert Nahmeri 1994 Lifshitz 1994;van Uytfanghe[1999; Cubitt 20005 Heinzelmann 2002.

" Vital Sanctil Guthlaci Auctore Felice/ XLVI[p.[142.

18.On such “earlyldayl televangelist cum Robin Hood[s][(Mathisen[ 1996, pp..315.6) and other! cases dfl questionable
prophecytseel Gregorius Turonensis, Libri bistoriarum decem| 1X.6/11.7 [ pL49IV 14, p[210—11; Libri IV1dd birtutibus S Martini,
11.40[p.[175; Liber: il glorid inartyrum) 50, p.[73.[Seelalsol Carozzi & Tavianil Carozzi 1999, p.[40[2.

. Seelespecially Libribistoriaruni decem| V11.33[p 401 and Chronicaruni gunad dicuntur Fredegarid S cholastici liber IITJ12[p[97.
20LAnd/beyond P[Brown’sthypothesis, this is[suggested byldl teaction to d ninth ¢enturyl continental caseldfl Freal ’popular
visionaryl¢ulture!in 847l Constanceld swomanl ¢alled Thiota was brought beforelHraban Mautt forl questioning concerning
her teputedlvisions_of thel end of thelsvorld Shel confessed d priest had putwordslin her mouth and was ¢ondemned as’an
impostor;see[Dutton 1994 ppl126—8 [ Perhapslthis ¢aselprecipitated Hraban’s hostileldutburstlinhis Expositio Super Jeremiam
Prophetam| 9 985B. This ¢pisodelis also d useful teminder that often thel lower tiers_ofl thel ecclesiastical hierarchy were
complicitinlactivities frowned upon by  thel clerical ¢litelH no model of a_ monolithic Churchlapplies.

2 Beda Venerabilis, Historid Ecclesiasticaiv.24 [ pp.[396-98 [CL Riché 1962 ,[p.325; Kartschoke 2000,pp..35-6.

2K eskiahol 2003, pp.[T78-84.Cf. Moreira 2003, pp.[634—41.Secle.g. Jonas Bobiensis, Iitad Colunbani Libri11{1{p[152;
Passid Praiecti/ 1 [$.[226] Ncuinus Turonensis, 17td Willibrordi 2{p.117.

2 Visid Baronti[ pp377-8; Vitd Sancti Fursei[pp [280-303 [Seelgenerally Dinzelbacher 1981 Carozzi 1994 Ciccarese[1981/2;
Henl1996; Contrenil 2003 [ Therelappears_to belnolteason tolsupposel (Pace ¢.g. Flint 1993 pp.[193—4) suchJong  dtherworld
journeysltepresented d Christianised version ofla  Germanicl pagan idea However, this’does ot mean theylwere not
intended for missionaryhise, and somel¢lements_ofl individual texts might belidentified as‘answers to pagan notions; seel¢.g.
Carozzi 1994 pp.[133-8.

24 Historid Ecclesiastica)v.12 [ pp[463—73 [Bede/in hislveterotestamental conceptionl of history,wished tolsee kings taking a
pastorallrolelwith the  ¢lergy,see McClurel 1983.

25 Epistolad Merowingici-ét Karolini aevi[ 10 pp.[252—7 [ p[ 2561 quemadmodumlabillolinstructus fieret/ hominibus
pronuntiaret”.

26LViz‘dfumeM!a!mlz'LLalz'm'acemz’s,Lp.L436 {Tegressuslindelyerbum/ Dei predicabat ¢t ¢al quemlviderat vel audieratt omnibus
populis.Scottorum adnuntiabat”; Historid Ecclesiasticalii. 19 [p.[258 ' Thislmaylnot belthelonly passage Bede  edited tolmore
closely fit orthodoxy: Vitd Sanctd Cuthberti ductord dnonymo/11.6,p.[86;and Beda Venerabilis, 17d Sancti Cuthberti] X111[p.[198.

Ct.BedalVenerabilis, Beatd Felicis_tonfessoris vita) ¢ol.[ 791 AL[Therel arelalso thellongl otherworldly visionsof St Guthlac/which
thelhagiographer insists-werelhot dreamsHsee 17d Sancti Guthlact] XXIX [p.[96 [ Such d notion/if ot explicitly éxpressed, s
common tolsuchlvisions/ exceptingf that of Barontus,which takesiplace pert somninni H somethingl one might beltempted to
interpret suggesting allaxer attitudeltol dreams.

27Sims Williams[ 1990/ p.[ 247 T o melit seems ¢comparablel ¢arelis teflected in a seventhl century Hispaniclvisionaryldaccount
—likewisel fromlan arguablyl¥morelsophisticatedlculture’ 1 Hsee Vitad tanctorun patrum Emeretensinm/1/pp.6-12[Generallyla
pertinent analogy mightl belpresented byl the. Anglol Saxonlattitudes to drinking [ which/ Hit has'been suggested (Hugh
Magennis1986) Hiwverelmorel careful thanl ¢lsewherelin Christendom. Certainlyl this'does hot meanl that the. Anglo Saxons
werel distinguished forl beingf éxtraordinaryldrinkers, sincel excessivel drinkinglwas prevalent ¢éverywherelin the I'barbarian”
West; seelHen[ 1995, pp.[234-49.

28 Historia Ecclesiastica)y .9 [ pp[476-8.

29 Libett beatd ¢t landabilis biri Gregorii[ pp.103—4.

30 See Keskiahol 2003, pp.[ 4756, for examplesand discussion.

31 Perhaps helwas accommodatingf thelviewsLof  thel elders of hislown monastery +Lit might not bel éntirelylirrelevant that
Whitby the probable placelof thel text’s.composition,wasiwhere Bedeltellsths.Caedmon’s interrogation waslorganised.

31 The test ofl thel Anglol Latinl oneiric_passages, however, appear by holmeans to ¢ontradict the present ¢ase. See Aldbelmi
Malmesbiriensis prosa_Dé_virginitate 25 [ pp [297-321]27 [pp.[335-49] Aldhelmus, Dé dirginitate carmen/{lines 595-650and 715-29;
Liber beati ¢t landabilis viri Gregorit| pI100; Vitd Sancti Cuthbertianctord ainonymo 1.4 pL66{1.5[p L6812/ p[T6; Beda
Venerabilis, Vitd S ancti- Cuthberti{ 11158 {1V [pp[T39—40{ V11, p.[176; Historid Ecclesiastica, 1.19{p[68;1i.6, pp.[152—41i.12,
p1780vI9, pp[346-8{¥.13,pp.[474—6{v. 14 pp[476-8EddiuslStephanus, 174 Wilfridi] p[251; Vitd Sanctd Guthlaci] XXX,
P98I XXX [p.[104;, XXXIIL p.[108; LI p.[164. Unlike Bitel (1991,[52,[56) I do ot count Historid Ecclesiasticaiv.23[p[394
among] thel depictions.ofl¢cclesiastical ¢ontrolj see[ Keskiaho[ 2003, p.[42[andn.[288.

3 Onlthe production and pragmaticlcontexts ofl EarlytMedieval hagiography, dswell as theltelated question of
comprehension of Latin, seelHeinzelmann1981{van Uytfanghe 1985/ Heene 1989 Heenel1991{ Hen 1995 pp [20—42;
Wood 1999,/ pp.[106—7van Egmond 1999{Depreux 2002/ pp.[210-3.

34 Similarly, Stancliffel (1992,97) has argued that a differencelintheltextual levellbetween depicted types ofliracleslin
continentallandIrish vizad tnay not teflect al cultural preferencelforl certainltypes of miracles, but instead ¢orrespond tolthe
preoccupations.of secular ¥s.tonastic congregations. Seelalsovan Egmond 199953 who hotes a tare known instancel of
intendedselectivelteadingl of alhagiographyltod laylaudience,[Hincmar ofl Rheimshinthl century 17724 Remigiz/swhere
passages_teserved forthe #luminatiarelspeciallylmarked (seelHincmar’sLownléxplanation, p[258).

3 Forltecent surveys ofimedieval antil bneiromanticlegislationsee/Semeraro 2002, pp.[37—72 and Moreira 2003 [pp[629-33.
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3 Forlan attemptiat 4 distinction/ between #gpoi and actual practices depicted in Anglo Saxonl ¢cclesiastical legislation/ see
Meaneyt1992wherel this passagel on femalel diviners is thought to tefer tolan actual practicel (pp.[105-6). I amlinclined to
followlthelargument ofl Yitzhak/Henl (1995/180-9),Wwhol¢ontendsthat ¢cclesiastical legislation teflects,lin thel first place/the
verylteal fears and wishes ofl theladministrativel ¢lergy, tather than necessarilyl features ofl popular culturejsee furthert Hen
2001.

3 Whether! thel canon,/whichl onlyl appearslin this formlin' 4l sixth century Hispanic[Latin version, (Concilinm Hncyritanum
interpretatio Xxiiii 112) actuallywas included inl thel driginal Greeklacts,| ot tepresents dl laterl forgery, s ¢laimed byl Isabel
Moreiral (2003 pp.[629-33) it ¢ertainlylwas not alien tol the $pirit ofl Latel Antiquel ¢cclesiasticallegislation; cf [Wittmer! |
Butsch[1991,pp.20-103; Semeraro 2002, pp. 38—40.Both Moreira and Semeraro fail to hotice that thelswordingf ¢losely
echoes/Mosaic Law; see Lev.19:26]Deut.18:10-1.

38 Paenitentiald Theoderic[1.15.4 Onl Anglol Latin penitentials inl general see Frantzen 1983.

M Seclespecially thel so_called penitential 0fl Egbert (Councils and Ecclesiastical Documents pp.(413)416-33) that does list a
numbert ofl ¥pagan’lpractices (8.1-2) coveredlin thel penitential of Theodore, et dbmits any mention of dreams.Neitherlare
dreams_éxpresslylmentioned in thelactsLofl Clofesho 747 (Councilt and Ecclesiastical Documents| pp360—76).Onl thelproblems
associated with these  texts, seelMeaney 1992 [pp.[108—12; onl thel ¢ouncil Cubitt 1995 pp.L99—-124.

“Secle.g. Excarpsus CummeanifT.16,p 482 and Admonitid Generalis| 65/ pp.[58-9.

#[According tolDagron[ 1985 somel ¢astern ascetics held that not onlylwas dneirid imagerylpossiblylillusionary, but that only
thel¢ross/nothing ¢lse, ¢ould bel¢ounted as_ trustworthy imagery. Suchl questions appeat tolhave gained additional
importanceldueltoltheliconoclastic crisis see ¢.g Brown 1996, . 249 Real bneiromancylwithl possibly pagan tootsvas also
demonstrablylaliveland well in/thel ¢ast[and possiblylinfluencing thel discussions’ H3uchl texts  (see[ Semeraro2002) found
theirlway west froml the hinthl ¢entury onwards.

#Onlthese/ Wood(1994,323; and e¢speciallylHen[1995.

#Secle.glVogeler 1988 and Bischoff 1961.[Additionally[theselduthorsldppear from thelJatelseventhl centuryl onwardslin
bothIrish'andlater, Frankishl theological digests and treatises, but thelsurviving/ texts pay nol$pecificlattention to
oneirocriticismy seel¢.g. Edlogd quani scripsit Latcheniand Defensoris LocogiacensistinonachiLiber S cintillarnm The Jatter appears[to
makelal choicel toldmit dneirocritical passages of thel chapterd 111.6Lof Isidore’s Sententiae Forldlater éxamplel of dl selective
reading/ employing] ¢ritical authors inlapparent contradiction tol theirlviews, seelthe. Carolingian 17724 Adelphi (10, p[228):
“Igituri visiones[illas_. . fam harrandas aggrediarauctoritateldultus de talibuslscripta beati Augustini ¢t almificil Gregorii
papac_]..[Nam ¢t beatus. Augustinus tefert, ¢umliustorum dnimae/inTocisiamenisliustis fuerint sociataelicentia adepta)quos
inlhacvita dilectos habuerunt teventunturtinviserelper somnioruml tevelationes ¢t consolatiuml drtamina:duod et ¢rebroldcta
pettsactorum ¢comperimuslibros...”

#Secle.g[Boniface’sletter (Epistolad Merowingicl et Karolind aevi) 33 pp [ 283—4) in 735 tol Nothelm, metropolitan of
Canterbury/tequesting{d verified ¢opylofl thelGregorian Responsiones (ostensiblylalcollection/ ofl Augustine’s_questions and(the
pope’sianswerslon various_ pastoral concerns), as'well as indication ofl thel ADCdatel dfl thelmissionariesTarrival Boniface'had
encountered a set of the Responsiones/ hsed tollegitimatel Germanic marriagel customs within degrees dfl kinshiplforbidden by
canonical traditions.[Boniface/who held Gregorylandhis memoriaaswell thelideal o6f Romelasa central authority/inl great
respecti suspected_thel ¢lauses wereld forgery/¥which they inay well havelbeen/seeMeyvaert 1971 pp.15-33 [ Regarding
dreams the Responsiones appeartto have introduced almore uanced viewtof nocturnal pollution,/which, probably through
missionaries, found itsvay to_ ¢continental penitentials'Hsee ¢.g/ thelid eighthl century Poenitentiald Merseburgensel 90 pp.
152-3.

“Wood 2001 Depreux 2002, pp.[39-42.

4 Markus1992.[SeelalsolMarkus[1990. Onel signl of al tedefinition dflborders between Christian and secularimight bel found
inl¢hanging{burial ¢ustoms; sec/ Dierkens & Périn[ 1997 and Naumannl StecknerFriederike/ 1997 ¢f. Depreux 2002, p. 38,
pp.99-102.

47 Seele.g [ Cubitd1995[pp.115-18 pp.[123-4.

48 Chélini 1991 For earlier periods_¢f [ Riché 1962 pp.[153-200Hen 1995 [esp.pp.[121-53; and Hen 2001.

#[This, forl éxample,waslthel caselwith thel monks oflSt.Wandrillelwho/in the/Tate ¢ighthl ot earlylninthl century, ¢ookedup
a competing versionlofl thel Christianisationl ofl thel Frisians, inanswer ol Alcuin’s I izd Willibrordi: Vitd 1 ulframnil9 [ 668.
SeelalsoWood 1999, p.[107 [Thelstorylof duxiRadbod’sldreamfieatlyillustrates themissionarylimagination,but probablythas
littlel toldolwith the[+H alreadylat theltimel o flits writing{ longf past H historical teality.

S Brown1996.
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