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Understanding(peacelinh[13thldenturyGerman(dulture.
WereltheRhenishlleagueldandlownleagues

"coniurationes"?

Introduction

Inl this articlel 1l study the Rhenishl leaguel and German town! leagues of  thel second half of thel 13"
century. Typicallyl theselinstitutions' havel been scrutinised  froml thel point off view! ofl history ofl law
and of historylofl administration, and thanks| to this their legal standing] islwell known.[ Myl purposelis
not toldenyt the  relevancelof! this kind ofl approachl but tol show! that thelleagues canlalsolbelplaced in
alwider ¢ontext of European townlhistory. I try tolshow! that theyl ¢anlbel portrayedlas coniurationes.

Coninratio is_a widely‘and often contradictorily used term.[Thel Latinl houn["coniuratio" has two
meanings:_ thel taking| anl bathl togethet! ol 4 conspiracy, plot, treason/ ot intrigue. JAlthough' the
corresponding Englishl houn"conjuration"lis ot widely used, it still bears thesel twolmeanings. This
basiclbipartition/isl évident alsolinl medieval political juridical and religious writings. Unfortunately it
isLhot possiblel tol golherel intol thelwidetl questionl ¢oncerning thel variouslinterpretationslof coniuratio.
However/ on al generalllevel it ¢an beldemonstrated that various points_of views ¢an bel teverted into
thesel twoloppositel Viewsl of understanding] the coniuratio/i.e[to thoselwho saw coniuratidin al positive
light aslal swornuinionl andl tol those wholsawlit in al negativel light as'a conspiracy.

Various. meaningsl havel alsol beenl givenl to coniuratio in studies_concerning’ medieval social history.
Earlier it wasldquitel 0ften seen in alharrowlsense as an éarlyl phaselof thel founding of medieval towns
especiallylin Northern Italy, Flanders and Northern France/ Lately, however, it is seen_onla more
general level as’a swornl association betweenl equal_and voluntary. members._that! was based on’ a
mutual oath’ ofl its_participants. Peterl Blicklel forl lexamplel sees cominratio as_an oathl takenl lon  a
voluntaryl basis byt lindividuals_whollforml[Ja_political landJmoral lcorporation. 'This lcorporation
orientatesl_itself_ towardsl_peacel and_showslits_will_inl statutes that' get theitl legitimationl froml the

common good/Its'members énforce these statutes and te $wearl their association from timeltol time.'
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Thislbrings up’ thelimportancelof thelidea of peacelin coninratiol In thelMiddlel Ages peace swas given
manyl écclesiastical andl secular meanings. Thus alsol peacel has to_ bel inderstood/ inl al iwider sense
thanlin’ our ownl times whenlit is_ normallyl seenl simply as thel opposite. of war[Because ofl this'in the
medieval contextl lackl off peacel o1l disordett (discordia) are_hormallyl betterl bpposites’for peace than
war.[ Permanent’ ol common peacel wasl al rarely. materialized ideal a utopia bn thel horizon or a
Christian metaphor, whereas openl ot latent disorderiwas a social standard.”

Inl thisarticlel I éxploit al bipartition! that is.commonlin law history. In this peacelis divided intola pax
ordinatd(givenl peace) and a paxtinrata (swornl peace). It is_.obvious| that this division islartificial and
that'inl reality’ different forms_ofl peace worked! sidel byl side completing ¢achl bther and from| timel to
timel causing legal disputes.” Paxi_brdinatd swas_given by al supreme tuler, lord bt townl lord tol his
subjects, and it was characteristicallyl Flord driven” Mostl ofl thel medieval hational andl regional
peaces, and alsolpeaces that established thellegal standingl of different kinds off groupsiofl people, like

women, Jewslori merchants¢an be seenlaslgiven peace.

Paxi_jurata_onl the_ otherl hand was_based_onl 4 mutual agreement betweenl associates. For example
special peacesbetween equal participants/like peaces_ofl an autonomous townl ot townlleagues arelof
this kind.l Also somel tegional publid_peaces.can bel seen inl this light. " Thelonel ¢haracteristic_ feature
of paxtinrata_is_thel promisel bfl mutual helpl bofl_thel associates. Inl effect peacel Lot concrete and
variable ¢contentslas thel ¢haracter! of thishelplvaried fromlone agreement tolanother and ¢could thus
belfinanciallegal [political, ot military. Closely connected to thiswaslan another characteristiclof pax
inratal hamely opposition against éveryone wholdid not sweat. thel peacel (mutunni_adintorinni-] éonsilium
/Clanscilinmi ontra_bmnes)." This_central aspect_of all communal action forms 4 tension betweenl the
associates_and_everyonel élse [ 1t also_explainsl thel different attitudes_ofl members_and hon members
towards_the paxtiuratal From thel membersl point of viewlit constituted 4 positivel and selfl made
special peacel (vo/untas) that was seenlas_ replenishment ot a substitutel of existinglegal principles..On
thelothert handlthoselsvholsaw coniuratio as al¢onspiracy alsoltooklalhegativel sStance towards paxiiurata
andlinterpreted it as a breach of law andlanlaction/against prevailing/social order.

Becausel off thesel twol ¢haracteristic features_ the texts taking al positivel stancel towards coniuratio also
implyt 4 bipartition’ betweenl good and bad/i.e. members and hon members, ot usland them.This
attitudelis. ¢lear forl éxamplelinl thel Sources_.concerning thel communel building process. Thuslit isalso
no wonder! that longing forf peacelisl portrayed as al central motivel in the' formation off communes.
Gerhard Dilchetlhas” shownlinlhis influential doctoral thesis that thel communesl of Lombardyl saw
themselves__lasllal unionofl_peacel(foedus pacis)|"and lusel jpeace |(pax) _laslal jparallel withl la lsworn
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associationl (coninratio).” Likewisel thel statutes of the commune of Valenciennes in Flanders (1114)
call commune paxi andlits'members as coninrati | homines | viri pacis.’

Tolemphasisel theirl message! thesel texts'make 4 strict division betweenl hewl communelbuilders'and
thelold elite off society. Theyl portrayl thel forms of life off thelhobles'as degenerate: hobleslarel said to
lead la life wherel vices!llikel larrogancel I(superbia) | insolencel l(insolentia) | ‘andl injusticel |(7ninria) Jare
prevailing. Thel commune[ however, is seen aslal place[Wwherel suchl Christianl Virtuesl as lovel (caritas,
dilectio) | brothethood (fraternitas), concord (unanimitas), and humility (humilitas) can flourish.” These
virtuesland townspeople’s longing for peacelare seen as d moral ground onlwhichl the’ communelwas
built Thel communelis. thusl seen as_al positivel selfl madel actionl that swasl based onl 4 special peace

betweenlthelassociates.

Onel comes| across_ this samel kind of attitudein[ the’ formation of’ thel Rhenish leaguel and town
leagues.[Therelwaslnaturallylnol chronological cause and effect telationshiplbetween earlyl communes
and thel leagues. butl rather same kindl off social and legal background.[Inl al purelyljuridical point of
view! theylwerelall illegal and against thel prevailing/law. In the ¢aselof thel Germanl townl leagues| this
is_¢lear asl tulershad forbidden them [Thislwas  forl thel first time.donel by Henry VIIlin 1231 and the
best knownl ban[was’ that ofl thel Golden[ bulla_6f 1356 by Charles V. These and othetf festrictions,
however, did hot_havel much effect inl practisel as_thel towns brokel theml timel andagainl and also
rulers themselves could éxploit townl leagues  forf theirl ownlbenefit.

Townl league® is a general term! that describes different kinds_of unions and agreements. between
towns. It was 4 common!institution inl Germany! from thel 13 tol the 15" century/ Most of the town
leagues_were small short lived and_modestlin theirl aims.. Quitel. commonly! they! guaranteed. mutual
economic benefits and legal standingl ofl towns and burghers.[ Leagueswereloften formedlin times.of
social instability,/like during thel fulel ofl al sweak! fuler o1l crown ¥acancy Sometimes! thel aim[ ofl the
leaguel wasl tol act against thellords_and knightsland 4 tecurring themel3was_thel maintenancel of the
securityl of the tradel toutes, travelling burghers and' thel towns. Strictly $peaking the Rhenishl league’
isLhot a town leaguel as_ it had secular and ecclesiastical lordslaslits_imembers. Despite_its_short
existencel (1254(111257)Lit was_ thel Imost_significant leaguel betweenl towns_and lordslin medieval

Germany.



The[Rhenish{leaguelds(d coniuratio?

Thel 112205 itol lthel 11250sllarel oftenl labelled  las_ithe! final strugglel lofl ithel [Hohenstaufen dynasty
(Endkampf dert Hobenstanfen)_as_they werel decadeslin Germanl history that Wwerel characterised by the
juxtaposition betweenl the supporters of the' dynastyland the pope.[Thelbattlel forl power between! the
supporters_of  thel Hohenstaufenl dynastyl and_thel popel tesembled constant warl that threatened the
wholel society withl instability. Thisl conflict wasl intertwined with” other factorsl thatl added! tol the
insecurity, Suchl as changes in[local social order, thel expansion_ of the’ autonomyl ofl towns'andl the
rise_of_territorial lords.JlOnel Iresultof this widespread social uncertainty. and disorder! iwerel the
different kinds of local and tegional leagues/ betweenl towns and lords.

Thel Rhenishl leaguel was_ formed_in July 1254- byl Mainz/ Worms, Speyer, Strasbourg, Basle, the
archbishopslof Mainz, Cologne, Trier, bishops_ofl Metz, Strasbourgf and Basle_ and bther, innamed
towns,Dord&ndDmights.11DFheDeaguejNas[fromEtheD)eginningﬂneantﬁoﬂ)e]lﬁmionﬂaetween[équal
members._ Most of bur knowledge concerningf theladministrationl of thel leaguelaswell as' of thel aims
of thelleague ¢came from( thelsol called A&temsamminng. Thissourcelincludes 10 tegisters of meetings
ofl thel league! ‘and lanl incomplete’ listof thel members. Therel iwerel no fundamental differences
betweenl towns and ords in’ thel decisions ofl the _A&zensammiung They had thel same basic rights and
duties. However, inl practise_ thelleague was hotl as_ inanimous_as_thel official tecords.claim.[ Inl fact,
thelleaguelsvas. divided into hostilel blocks.of lords and towns shortly after thel second meeting.This
division becamel morel severe during{ 11255 land thel lords_ did ot take  part in four consecutive

: 13
meetlngs.

Thelimpetus for thelleaguel camel clearlyl froml the towns.[ One chroniclel goes sol farf that it even
mentions| a burghert ofi Mainzl called Arnold Walpot_aslthel founding father of thel league.' The
central tole_ ofl the burgherslinl thel founding ofl thelleaguelisi¢losely connected tolitslaims. The record
in'the Aktensammiung that concernsl the first meetingl implies indirectly that thel ¢central teasonl forlits
forming twasl thellack of peace. Thel previous decades had seenl thel growth of iinrest in the Middle
Rhinel tegion andlas neither the. Hohenstaufen! tulersinot theirl opposites, the kingslappointed by  the
popelcould stabilisel the! tealml thel burghers tookl action/intol theirr ownl hands.[ Asl thel political and
militaryiweightl of the’ townslwas not sufficient theylneeded thelhelplof thelTordsand knights.

Thel motifl behind thel joining| off thel lords_is not_that straightforward.[[According tothe Annales
Stadenses thellords/ H and especially  those who lived offl thel social uncertaintyl H did_hot approve the
fact that the burghers’ pot 4 leading tole in thel league.'” Anothet chroniclel tlaims that! the towns
forced thellordsl toljoin thelleague.' T For this thel towns were, however, toolweak One also has to
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bearlinl mind! that' thelmostlinfluential ecclesiastical lords of thel Rhineland werel from[thel beginning
memberslbf thel league.[ Therel hasl been somel speculation whether ofl hot they! took part inl the
leaguelin’ order tol monitor the actions_ofl the towns. Onel should alsol nhot forget that evenliff some
lords and knights benefited froml thel Sociallinsecurity, forl most of theml stability waslas important as
forl the towns.

Thel Rhenishl leaguel constituted 4l political union that tackled somel social problems.[Its! political
agendal sounds__almost tool utopian: tol maintain’ thel peacel and. stoplexcessive usel ofl violence. In
order! tol dol this thel leaguel forbadelits_membersl tol collect injustified taxes, asked them! tolhold to
their traditional tights, and decided tol build its own army and havy.'" Behind thislagenda lay political
and $ocial tealities thatl showl the central $standing] off thel townslin thel league. Most ofl thel decisions
ofl thelleaguel were ftownl friendly*/i.e/they benefited inl thel first placel thelburghers andl their trade.

Thelleaguel adopted_onel ofl thel central tasks_of’ thel king sincelitl sawt itselfl as_ the guarantorl of the
peace/Evenlthelsvhole existencelof thelleaguel ¢anlbel seenlaslanlanswert tolthelweakness ofl theltuler.
However/ this_did noti meanl that it svould have acted against thel king. Inl fact thelleaguel turned out
to_bel rather! conservativel alsolin this respect_as_it called Wilhelml the rightfull kingf alreadylinlits
second meeting [ As thelleague and thel king shared a commonlinterest instabilising/ thel tealmlit is'no
wonder! that theylworked ¢closely with eachldther. Thelleaguelallowed thelkingf tolattend its_meetings;
Wilhelm! took part inl onel meeting and his tepresentativel Adolfl 6f Waldeck in twol more.'” Although
the king did not havelany direct influencel onl thelleagues. decisionsl this still shows howlit could have
beenl turned intolhis_ tool. [ Thislinteresting/ juridicall development ended abruptlytin January 1256Las
Wilhelm[ of Holland waslslain by thel peasants.ofl Friesland. [ After’ thel deathl of thel king[ thelleague
tried tol build alhinited  front inl respect ofl the upcomingl ¢lection. This had 4 twofold significance: to
showlthelsolidaritylof thelleaguelboth! tolits.membersland toldutsiders.

Thel Rhenish leaguelswas_alsolal moral union! that' sawt itself inl al positivellight.[The formation ofl the
leaguel constituted al bipartitionl between. members_and hon members.[ The leaguel and its'members
werel seenl as_guarantors ofl peacelWwhereas_everyonel else wasl atl leastl theoreticallylits_ enemy.[ From
thelpoint of view ofl the leaguel al lord o1l 4 town wwasl either with[itl o1l against it.. As a moral self help
corporation it formed 4 divisionl between[ us (good) andl the test! ofl thel societyl (bad). 1t s ¢lear that
thel formationl of thelleague,its. éxistence’and action/was based on thelidea of paxtinrata!The league
constituted onl thelone hand d special lawt that. completed thel éxisting jurisprudenceland onl the other
al moral inion.[ In this sensel thelleaguel alsol resembled other forms of medieval social brdet that
werel based on paxti_inratal Froml thel purelyt legal point off view it wasl injustified_ and revolutionary
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just like thel earlyl communes. Morel importantly. theyl bothl constituted a unionl ofl peacel (foedns pacis),
inlwhichl thel politicall and moral aspectslintertwine.

Thelneed forlinnerd unityl was an important factorl for all inionsand inl thel casel ofl thel Rhenish league
thisltwas_ especially vital In thel end! this wasl duel tol thel fact that! thel existencel off thelleaguel and its
ability tolact was based onl thel ¢ol operationand combined forces of its:members. Thelinner unity of
thel leaguel wasl putl intol question froml thel beginning.[ Thel emphasis_onl thel unityl inl thel bfficial
documentsl can bel seen as_al meanslinl sustaining thel imagel ofl tinity. [ Attempts_tol strengthen the
organisation werel drivenl byt thel samel purpose.. Thusl_thel league decided, for example, onl yearly
meetings, onl correspondencel betweenl its' members/ onl rules’ concerning thel legal standing of the
representatives of thel towns, and on tax with which a inion hall was supposed tolbe  built.””

Another mainl subjecti alongside! thel frelationshiplbetween! thelmembers/was thel felationship between
thelleaguel andl thel festl of thel society. Asl thel Rhenishl league! sawt itself inl a positivel light  as_ a self |
madel associationl that maintained social security it is| ¢lear that! thel test of thel society was seenlin/a
morel ot less_hegativel light. In 4 twayl everybodyl outsidel thel leaguel posedLal threat tolit. Inl thel best
possiblel_scenariol thoseloutside.thel leaguel werel possiblel hew_members.. Because__ofl this_all the
members_had tol doleverything in theifl power to get their heighbouring towns and lords toljoin the
league.” Evenl the! fact that a lord of a knight did not join the league was interpreted as a violation
against thelpeace; the sources neverlmention townslas_ this'kind ofl ¥iolators.[ ThelViolator had tolbe
closed butsidel thel community of peace.” Herel the leaguel comes| ¢lose tol circulart teasoning, as the
members_ bff thel league. constituted a_ communityl of peace_and_those_outside of thel leaguel were
automaticallyl considered as_hotl belongingf to it. It seemsl that  thelleague[iwanted tol emphasise that
thelsociety wasl divided intol those belonging to thelleague, and thus_tol the. communelof peace, and
intol_thosel_wholwerel_outsidel both! thel leaguel and_thel communel bf peace/ Certainl decisions__the
leaguel madel give. thel impressionl that this_alonel waslal ¥valid reason for thel leaguel forl aljustified

attack.

Lords_andl knights whol attacked! thel leaguel b1 brokel thel peacel haturallyl posed thel biggest. threat.
Thuslit is.no wonder that' onel of the  main’ ¢haracteristics_of thelleaguelsvas combined military effort
forl defencelif onel oflits' members twasl attacked.This svas_meant tol bel at thel samel time 4 tentral
unifying featurel betweenl thel membersland 4 teference! tol thel powett forl thelleague! tolits_ enemies.
Quitel oftenl thelleaguel stressedlits orders byl threatening tolhise militaryl measureslagainst itslénemies,
and twicelit ordered 4 commonl troop! tol attack thoselwhol brokel the peace.” In fact the leaguel H or
atlleast! part of itsimembers’H did take iplarmsla few! times.
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Thelpeacelof thel Rhenishlleaguel covered hot onlytitsimembers butialsola wide rangel of peoplelwho
could Inot themselves Jjoin the  lleague, like” 'women, JJews, Ipriests| Jmonks, land ipeasants.” "The
relationshiplbetweenl the leaguel and thesel peoplelswas_ one sided and mostly. passive. There[twas_ ho
need. for defining theirl duties sincel theyl did hot havel anyl rolelin aintaining| thel peacel and theyt did
notl poseldl threat tol thelleague. However, thel fact that! the/league alsol took! themlintol thel community
ofl thel peacelis ofl great significance. It namely. shows|_that thelleague’slaim twas hot onlyl tol $tabilise
theltelationshiplbetweenlitsimembers but thosel of thelWwholel society inl general This  taski waslwell in
balancel with! lits_ icharacter las’ la Jpowerful Jpolitical Jand imoral lcorporation.[ At lleasti lin lits lself
understanding the/ league wasla prominent forcelin/ maintaining thel peace.

Thelown(leagues(ds coniurationes?

TheMiddle[Rhineldegionih[1254

ThelRhenishlleagueltvas_preceded byl small leagues_of townsLofl thel Middle[Rhinel tegion./ Mainzand
Worms formed al leaguel in Februaryl 12540 thus_ making anl end  to an’ bld tension between! the
towns.”” Thisl league is' 4 significant indication of the transgressing| of thel borders of Endkampf der
Hobenstaufer| astWormslhad supported the dynastyland Mainz the[pope/ Theltowns promised to help
eachl otherlifl onelwvaslattacked[ and gavel mutual tights[forl theirl burghers Thesel kinds of decisions
arelquite_.commonlin townlleagues. However, Mainzland Wormslalso founded alhew! juridical seat to
solvel reciprocal disputesl_that shows_unusually_advanced brganisational form andl emphasisel the
towns will to grasp thelsocial problems themselves without the help of a tulet ot lords.”

InlApril Mainz, Worms_ and Oppenheim formed. al hew! league. As_is_ bftenl thel casel with town
leagues! this was/ hot $imply an enlargement of thel previousleaguel but 4 totally new one.” Alsol here
the_central issuelwas_mutual helplin thel casel that onelof thel threel towns would belattacked. The
leagueladopted theljuridical seat froml thel previousloneland developedit further Mainz formed.still
one morel townlleague, this time in thel énd of May with/ Bingen.*®

Thel formationl of thesel leagues shows_inl general hotl only thel townsT needl forl peacefull conditions
but_indirectlyt also thel causel forl thisl heed, hamely_ thel ruler’s_ powerlessness_in enforcing| thel peace
andjurisdiction. As selfl helpluinions theselleagues! tried tol restrict thelusel ofl ¥iolence Therexvould
notthavelbeen need for thislif theltuler had been  capable of doing/ this himself.
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Thelleaguel ofl April mentioned. for thel first timel $ocial teasons.as an explanation! for thel formation
ofl_thel league. JAnd inl thel samel iway  aslin[ thel Rhenishl leaguel alsol herel thisl social reasonl was
accompanied by another, one that has d Christian base, hamely Jesusl as pacis buctore.”” The most
surprising andl fadicallaspect of theleaguel of April waslits understanding oflitsl standing/ inl telationl to
thel maintenancel off peace. Thelleaguel promised! tol protect! alwide  rangel of infreel people. Thislwas
inlessencel thel corel of thel Rhenish' league. Therelwverel alsolimportant differences. Thel townl leagues
ofl thel springl 0fl 1254 heverl called thel peacel f‘the holy. peacel orf the general peace,” bothl common
concepts_inl thel Rhenishl league/ Secondly townl leagues_could not take new members_without
formingl lal newt leaguel whereasl thel lstructural flexibilityl lofl ithel Rhenishl leaguel lenabled. lits_ fast

enlargement.

Therelis hol doubt that thel townlleagues of $pringl 1254 %vere coninrationes Their formation fulfils'all
the mainl characteristics_of coniuratio. Thelleaguesl built al special peacel that was based onla mutual,
voluntary. oath' off thelmembers_and distinguished. thelleaguel froml thel test ofl thel society. Thelequal
membersl sworel mutual helplagainst TIordsland promised tolwork! for thel peace.

Strasbourg(1261-1263

ThelbishopsLofl Strasbourgf gavel juridicallandl economic privileges tol thel burghers froml thel second
half of the[ 12" centuryl onwards.” This happened in mutual iinderstanding tntil 1260 vhenl al hew
bishop, Walterl of Geroldseck,wanted toltegain somelofl the. powetthis predecessorsthad given away.
Inl order tol dol that hel accused_ thel leading burghers! that_ they swerelinterested_only! inl theitt own
wellbeing and that they misgoverned thel town.’ The burghers'denied the accusationswhichlled to'a
conflict between! thel communeland the bishop.[In[ thelbeginningitl concerned theladministration of
thel townl butl wasl quickly expanded tolal regional ¢lashl as bothlsides formed alliances_andlattacked
thelsupporters of the enemy in thel countryside.

Strasbourg formed! the! first league with| four powerful lords in  September 1261.% In thel hext two
months! thisl was| followed byl threel town leagues, namely iwith Neuenburg, Colmar and Basle.”
These  four leaguesiverel political and military. alliancesLanswering forf 4l certain’ social situation. The
solel teasonl for! theirf existencel and action was  tol opposel bishop Walter, his family' and supporters. >*
Inla juridical sensel thesel leaguesl iwerel clearlyillegal andl thel associates were awarel off this. This
explainslJthe [formulationl fwith fwhich[ Ithel leaguesl werel Jput_outsidel lofl_lecclesiastic/land Isecular
jurisdiction.” Thisl shows! thel problematic jjuridical standing/ Ibut lalso the! division fintol lusl (the
associates) and theml (thel test of thelSociety), whichlwas al typical featurel of town leagues.
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Somelofl ithel associates_hadl 4 lcentral rolel in thel run ofl ithel conflict. In’ this respect thel most
important_ one wasl count. Rudolfl of Habsburg onel of thel fourl lordsl of thel first league[Rudolf had
supported Waltet! before, butl afterl joining Strasbourg’s_ causel hel becamelits_most_prolific_military
ally However/according to Bellun W altherianuniitwas! the burghers of Strasbourg wholachieved the
decisivel victorylin thel battlel ofl Hausbergen infl Marchl 1262. Thel defeat ofl Walter! inl Hausbergenl ¥was
solgreat that it effectivelyl ended the military conflict and forced thel bishopl toltecognise! thel power
of the commune and its allies in anl armistice/inl Marchl and 4 peace treatylin July. However, inl the
eyesl of thel burghers not evenl this' temoved. thel threat oft Walter. Thus| Strasbourgl and' somel of its
allies' formed fivel hew! leagues betweenl July and Augusti 1262.”

Thellast phaseloff thel conflict: started swith| the deathl ofl bishop Walter inl February 1263/ Not_even
thisl madel thel leagues tinnecessary.. Al month afterf thel deathl Strasbourg formed three morelleagues.
Twolof thesel promised mutual helplagainst thel familyl off Geroldsecklinl thel samel Wway as_ thel éarlier
leagues_had.[Anotherl main themel inl thel leagues_swasl thel electionof! thel bishop. In’ twolleagues
Strasbourg promised! tol swearl loyaltyl only tol a_hew! bishopl whol promised tol act according/ tolhis
rights.[ This was_meant tol showt 4 united front of thel towns and tolémphasise_ that thel bishoplhad to
pay.attention  tollaws.

Onel canl alsol call thesel leagues conznrationes They twerel ¢learly based onl 4 mutual oath of ¥oluntary
and_equal participantsiswhol formed a moral and political_corporation. The will_of this_corporation
was_shownl[in[ thel founding documents.JAll thel statutes_ werel concerned with onel themeonly,
namelylthe. oppositionlof the bishop Walter. Thelwhole existencelofl thelleaguesiand alsol their action
was__based on’ the principlelofl mutual helplagainst thel bishop.In_my opinion the/leagues saw! their
existencelandl actionl as_a wayl ofl preserving! thel peace. The formation_ off thelleaguel meant! that the
associates_formed_Ja_lspecial lpeace. IThis Ipeacel was_larbitrary_ landIthis[ was lemphasised Jalmost
comically throughlal series’ of mutual promises of thel concerned parties.

It is"alsolinteresting| to_ see thatl thel leagues_did hot try! tol strengthen! theitl political and juridical
standing[ by $peaking of thel maintenancelof thel peacelin thelsamelwvaytas the Rhenishlleaguel did.[As
farf as I knowl thel burghers never evenl answered! tol thel accusations_madel byl Walterlin thel summer
ofi 1261 Neitherf did thelleagues appeal tol Christ as al procuratot ofl peacel otf éven blame Walter for
misusing hislpowet as 4 reason forl forming thel league [ Thislsupports_thel claiml that theljurisdiction
ofl_thel Hohenstaufen dynastyl did_not_havel any! greatl significancel anymore. However, thel main
reason wasl thel special character of thel conflict. Froml thel start till thel end it swasl crystal clear to
Strasbourg andlits allies_ that their’ enemies[3werel Walter,[ hisl familyl and supporters[In othet svords
thelleagues did not fight'against general inrest.
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1273

King/Richard ofl Cornwall died in England in’ April 1272[and thel tealm/ heededld newt king. Richard,
whol had visited Germanyl foutl times between 1257 ‘and 1262 had succeeded in stabilising his
standing above_ all in thel Rhineland.” He had wonl the support ofl the towns| of thel region quite
quicklyl after his homination. Froml thel standpointl off thel towns hisl death” andl the_ election of the
new! king tesembled! thel situation &f 1256.

On[]FebruarthhDMainz L Worms[Oppenheim/ Frankfurt/Friedberg[Wetzlarland Gelnhausen formed
twolleagues.[ In thel firstt onel thel towns_decided! tol sweatl inconditional loyalty to_anl tinanimously
elected king. However/ifl thel princel electors would elect morel thanl onel king/ thel townswould hot
support ¢éither of them.” This tesembled the  actionl that the Rhenishl Teague took beforel thel previous
election However, thel differences between 1256 and 1273 are quitel revealing. Onlyt thel Rhenish
leaguel wanted tol send! fepresentatives tol control thel election. Thel most striking differencel3was of
coursel thelwillingness of the Rhenishl league tol protect! thel tealm until it would have a new! king.*

Thel otherl leaguel thel same’ eight! townsl formed onl thel samel daylwas 4 typical militaryt alliancel that
guaranteed_mutual defensivel help_ifl lonel ofl thel townslwasllattacked.. Thel agreement does_not
mention_anyt enemiesllikel thel leagues_off Strasbourg had done. However,| onel canl separatel_two
groups_ofl enemies. Firstlyl thel agreement promised helplinl casel that d lord ot al knight tried to build
al castlel tool close  tol 4 town. This kind ofl actionltwas_against the bannmeilerecht of the towns and the
peoplelmost_likelyl tol breakl thisl rulel werel those whol wanted tol_challengel thel autonomyt bfl the
towns. Secondlytit is quitel¢lear that thisleaguelwas formed tolsupport the towns’ ¢auselofl thelother
leaguel off the same day. Thuslit seems_likely that the townsswerel afraid ofl thel pretendersland. their

41
supporters.

Thel communal characterl off thel leagues_ofl 1273 is_ somewhatl hard tol ¥erifyl as_ thel $carce sources
consist.only of thel twol foundingldocuments. Ilamlinclined to  callalso theselleagues coniurationes The
leagues_quitel ¢learlyt fulfil thel twolmost important aspects.of coniurationes First oflall they werelbased
onla mutual vath of voluntaryland équal associates/ Secondly  theylorientated towards peace, evenlif
they onlyl concerned themselves with thel election of thel kingf and defensivelhelpltespectively The
formeriswasl essential inl tespect ofl thel social standing ofl thel townslinl telationl tol thel fuler and the
realm.[The latter strengthened the message off thel formerland alsol guaranteed that nhol townhad to
encounter anlattack bytitself.
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Conclusions

Inl this article TThavel touched onl thel question_ ofl thel haturel off thel Rhenishlleaguel and townl leagues.
Myt aiml hasl beenl to’ showl that! they canl be portrayed asl coniurationes. Thel analysis_has centred
mainlyl onl thel selfl imagel off thelleagues_asl thel scarcel sources makel it impossiblel to looklin detail at
how! outsiders| teacted! tol theirl formation. Ihavelinterpreted coninratid asla sworn association ofl équal
and/Ivoluntaryl Jassociates! |that |constitutes_|al Ispecial Ipeace. 11 believel Ithatl Ithis Jkind Jofl Iwide
interpretation’ allows_one tol seel thel structural similarities betweenlinstitutionsllikel townlleagues_and

communes| thatl sSeeml at first glance quitel different.

It is_ ¢lear that' thel Rhenishlleagueltvasia coniuratidinl thiswiderl senselof thelconcept/It was based on
almutual oath' of equal and voluntarylmembers.,In4 sensel everylleaguel meeting meant rel $wearing
and_prolongingf bfl thel original bath[i.e. acceptance ofl thel aims and actionsLbfl thel league. The
Rhenishlleague preserved thel basicl featurel of equalityl and. free will despitel thel problems. caused by
its_ divisions_and rapid_expansion. It did suffer! froml being divided into_ twol blocksl of towns and
lords tespectively, but it still did not modifylits basiclstructure o1 constitution.

Twolcentral issues_concerning thel actionl ofl thel Rhenishl leaguelswerel the heed forl innerl inityl and
thel felationshiplswithl thel test of’ thel society. Thesel constituted.thel twofold hature of thel arbitrary
peace’ that thelleaguel executed. Bothl ofl theselwere of ittermost importance, as neither thelking nor
thelpopel could prevent social disorder._ As thel old juridical systeml svaslinl 4 ¢risis_ thel leaguel had to
formla hewlwaylofl dealing withl problems. The mostimportant issue/wasl tolstabilise_thel relationship
betweenl Ithel Imembers, li.e. lto lconstitutel Ibasicl lrules lfor ‘theirl Imutual lcol operation. Thel Imost
important aspect_of this naturally wasl thel promiselofl mutual helplin’ casel thatl bnel off thelmembers

wasldttacked.

Thel relationshiplofl thel Rhenishl leaguel_andl thel rest off thel society wasl thel secondl tentral issue
concerningf its_action.[ Thisl also_echoesl thel second characteristic featurel 0f thel abstract paxt jurata,
namelyt thel bipartition_ of’ thel society.[ Thel leaguel sawt enlargement as 4 ¢hangel tol gain’ strengthl and
thus thel members had tol try. tol et theitl neighbours” tol join it From thel point of viewl bfl the
outsiders this'action Wwaslillegal and ¢éndangered thel prevailing{social order/and sSometimes(their down
standing.[ Onel clear indicationl ofl ithel actual reasons_behind thel objections_is_ described byl bne
chronicler, according tol swvhoml it Wwas_especially thel lords whol madel their living[ off thel instable
conditions_thatl dbjected to Rhenish league.
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Evenlifl thel sources_concerning the townl leagues_are scarcel and profound. comparisons between
themland thelRhenish/leaguel arel thusldifficult tol makel I wwould call alsol them! coniurationes. All the
leagues_formed al community! that tinited towns tol carryl out. one ot morel tasks.[ Thesel tasks varied
froml thel promise! tol sweatf loyalty tol 4 king tol thel promisel tol guard thel tealml3vithout king[They
werel alll based on al imutual oathl thatl bound’ thel voluntaryl and equal associates together. They
formedla moral and political ¢orporation that worked throughlstatutes.¢reated together.

When! thel Rhenishl leaguel andl townl leagues_arelinterpreted.as comiurationes it is_easyl tol seel that the
differencesbetween them ¢oncernl thelsizel ofl thel leagues, hot their quality. They werelall formed.on
thel promisel lofl mutual helpand lon al strict bipartition Jofl thel societyl into iImembers! and non’
members_ of in otherl words_ intol us_ and them. Thesel werel thel characteristicl features! thatl were
inherited fromlthelabstract idea of paxiiurata and that were.commonltolall coniurationes.

Thusl thel earlyl communesl 0fl Northernl Ttaly[ Northern Francel and Flanders - svhichl have, as_ the
bringers_ofl horizontal social brder, been givenl 4 central tolel in studies concerning the  historyl of
medieval towns [[Thave somelinteresting parallelsiwithl the townlleagueslstudied inl this article Even
from 4 lrather small iscale comparison_onel canl lobserve profound similarities_inl fthel wayt lthese
institutions  sawl theirlstanding in thelSociety/ howl theyl acted tol fulfil their tasks, ¢tc.

Thelexplanation(is that communes, town leaguesiaswell aslother coniunrationes/were based ondlsimilar
waylof understanding peace. Inl their ¢coreltheylall had thelabstract idea of paxtiiurata that guaranteed
mutual helpand divided thel society between members_and hon membersi.e.lintol 1s and them.
Thesel twol characteristic features_ofl communal social ordetl explain’how! thel activelmemberslcould
see theirf actionlinl 4l positivellight ¢ven thoughliti was against thel prevailing/ social order and law.
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