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Introduction

Travel accountslteflect d ¢ertainlinderstanding of thelworld, d worldview. Around the World in_Eight)l days
implieslan iinderstanding of thelworld asld globe. Thel dominant worldview! of al given timelhas al ¢rucial
impactlonl thel itravelsl undertaken.[ Inl Christianity. a lcombination lofl beliefl in[ thel Incarnation, the
granting of indulgences, and the ¢ult off relicslislan immediatel explanationl to thel ¢ustoml of visiting| the
places consecrated byl thel presencelofl Christ/ Froml thel¢ightl ¢enturylon,whenl thel practice of imposing
al pilgrimagel in lieu of public penance wasl introduced, the. number ofl pilgrims. increased, sol that
throughout! the. Middlel Agesl pilgrimages. werel organised onl 4 grandl scalel and provided for byl special
ecclesiastical and’ civil legislation.!TAs 4 consequencel the most widespread forml of travel in' medieval
Europe becamel thel pilgrimage.

In[14800and 1483, the Dominican friarl Felix Fabri madel twol pilgrimagesl tol thel Holy Land [ Thel Taterlis
elaboratelyl tepresented in thelaccount Evagatorium. Hel explains in lively detail thelhazardous journeys.
Through' al dailyl log he kept_onlhisljourneys, thel feader is involved in thel storyl of how! hel travelled,
whoml hel met[and Wwhat hel saw. Inllivelyl detail hel explains/ thel manyl events onl thel extended journey
that! tookl himl from Venicel tol the. Holyl Landl from[ thel Holyl Landthroughl thel Arabian Desert to
Mount Sinai from’ Sinail throughl Egypt, a wisit to Cairo‘andl by sail back from Alexandria./After
returning tol histThomel in[ Ulm/ Southern’ Germany, heltrotel Wwhat wasllater! to bel ¢haracterised as_ the
most_elaboratel and personal pilgrimagel account ofl latel medieval times; the Evagatorium 1t 3was hever
awarded withl 4 popularity_comparablel to_other pilgrimage accounts suchlas e.g. #hé Travels of Sir John
Mandeville] hevertheless_duel tolits richness in detailsand its_ personal style, the Ewvagatoriuni offers_ the
modernl teadert aliniquelpossibility tolinderstand the sworldview, andlits telationl tolliteraryl authorities,
in‘thelaccount ofl a highlyleducated Tatelmedieval friar. Thelera inwhich Fabrillivedis ¢haracterised asa

transition between latel Imedieval ICatholicism[and lal ldawning| “naturallIscience. Fabri ffinished his
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account only al few years before. Columbuslsetlsail and discovered a newl ¢ontinent and about thelsame
time’ as_ Copernicus| claimed that thel earth| tevolved around! thel sun: twol eventsl of 4 crucial impact on
presentl day’s_ perception off the geographical world, butl inknown tol Fabri Howt didl 4/ late” medieval
triarf describel thel3vorld?. What werel the literaryl sources for hisl description of thel geographical world?
Andhowldid helsolve the possiblel discrepancieslofl thelliterary authorities?

Today, scienceland teligion arelin many ways seenlas contradictoryl tol éachl other. Presumablylhot many
peopleof todayl wouldl bel able’ tol infold 4 world view onl the spot, and hardlyl without funning into
contradictoryl statements.| Nevertheless, Il presumel that_most people’experience. thel world asl being
meaningful land lorderly. IThis imeaningfulness_lisl lexperienced 'despite, las_ lanl lexample, 'thel Isensory
experiencel of sunsets, which arel contradicted byl ourl belief in the authoritative natural sciencel telling s
thatinl fact, thel earthl tevolves around thel sun, thereby! ¢reating the impression  of al sunset.

Inlanl attempt tol answetl thel above stated questions, Il will_examinel thel literaryl authorities inl Fabri’s
presentation ofl thel geographical sworld, foremostl inl his_ descriptionl of' Jerusaleml as_ the centrel of the
world, secondly inl relation tola broader understanding ofl thel geographical vorld. Finally, I'will analyse
thel relation betweenl different, and  often contradictory,/ literaryl authoritieslin Fabri’sldescriptionl ofl the
physicalworld.

Beforel Ilwill deal tvithl thesel questions, al brief introduction tol pilgrimage accountslas_alliteraryl genrelis
needed.llComparativelJstudies_have lshownJthat Jpilgrimagel laccountsllarel highly! linfluenced byt lone
another.[Copying froml formerf accounts as customary when Wwriting one’s ownlaccount. In thati dense
pilgrimagel laccounts. Ipresent Ja lgreat luniformityl lin theitl Icontents.? Inl laddition| 'tolIthis, lanother
characteristic_in"medieval pilgrimagel_accountsl sl that hational origin[ plays_anlinferior rolel tol social
positionandl status_of education Whenlit_ comes tol thel stylisticlappearancelofl the accounts fromllate
medieval times, theyt arel ¢haracterised by a pronounced subjectivism and anl emotivel descriptive_ power
that is_unknownl tol thesobriety. and observing characterl ofl thel éarlyl medieval accounts. Theselliterary
features ofl pilgrimagel accountslin/ general inakel thel analysisl of 4 singlel pilgrimage account anlimportant
source for a broaderlunderstandinglof thellatelmedieval period.

In‘the Evagatoriunithesel characteristics ofl thellatelmedieval pilgrimage accountslarel visible tolan extent

notl seen’inlany’ othetr' account. Fabri involves himself inl thel descriptions’ofla journey that makes[itan
exhilarating and intriguinglaccount tol tead.
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ThelCentreldfthelEarth

Thel Evagatoriuni presents! thel teaderf withl detailed informationlabout the/ world seen through! theleyes of
Fabril It fevealsid notion[wherel the world isl seenl as'having al ¢entre/ Jerusalem [andl4 periphery.Fabri
thusldemonstrated al hotion| ofl thel placel off driginl of himself and his! fellow! pilgrimslasl the periphery of
thelsworld.[ Inanl extensivel description of 4l processionl tol thel Holyl Sepulchrel and otherl places within
Jerusaleml that' werel considered holy, Fabri explained with thorough! details| thel haturel of those holy
places, theirt meaning andl hisl perception. ofl them.[After having Venerated thel Churchl ofl Calvaryl he

stated:

Solinthis[place e tejoicedwithl éxceedingly great joylthat we had comelfrom thel butermost parts'of thel éarthlto
thelmiddle thereof safeand sound, and after¥ve had o ffered praises to’ God wel teceived indulgences (f).*

This quotationl reveals_al perception. of Jerusalem,/ morel specificallyt Calvary, as thel centrel of the
Earth'and thel placelwherel Fabril ¢comes fromlas thel dutskirts ofl thelworld.

Fabri demonstrates| 4 variety of different Svays of perceiving physical locations and phenomenal in the
world.[This'becomesl| clear inl his discussionl of thel exact! placel of thel central point of thel Farth/Fabri
describeslal big, round opening in’ the high' vaulted domel ceilingl ofl thel Churchl ofl thel Holy Sepulchre.
Therel swasl 4 wayl upl tol thel toplofl thel dome from( the outsidel off thel church[ At the’ toplof thelvault
there[xwasl4_platforml built_ overt thel holelswhere audaciouslpilgrims._could standlin order tol verifyl that
theirl bodies ¢ast_ ho shadowi when  thel sun'shonel directlyl overhead [Almember ofl Fabri’s_party! teadily
conducted thel experiment. and stated that when helhad stoodlin thel exactl centrel of thel platform,he
hadnot cast a shadow. This was byl tegarded somelas proofl that it was  the_ ¢entre of the Farth. But to
Fabri'it gives birthl tol this'comment:

Butt I dolnotl sec the fact that thelsun shines At mid dayldirectly_aboveLmen’sheads so that theirlbodies_cast ho
shadowtis iore true[andl¢certain proof, that the spotwherelitf does solis thel middlelof the Farth,for Thave tead

inl8everal booksabout many! placesiwhere atl certain/fimes men’s’bodies ¢ast iolshadow.. S

Helquoted a humbet ofl both classical_and Christian” authorities tol substantiate his” claim. Foremost
amongl his' examples are’ Ptolemy’s maps, sayingf that' therel are_many such’places'in/ thesel mapsin/both
Asialand Africa and that none of thesel placeslarel tegarded aslthel centrel ofl the Earth[Fabri didn’t deny
Jerusalem[ as’ thel kentreof thel earth, but hel denies! thel explanation thereof, and is thus showing a
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problem! that btherl contemporaryl travellers' would alsol havel tol solve: thel discrepancies. in literary
authorities inl explaining the_ physical world. His'knowledgel of' thel mapslof Ptolemyl madelit impossible
for himl tol accept thel experimental approachl bfl his fellow! pilgrim. Yet his’ Catholicl belief- madel it
impossible for himl tol abandon thel conceptl of Jerusaleml as’ thel centrel of the Earth as seenlin thel first
quotation froml the Ewvagatoriuni_above. Thel account doesl hotl present 4 smoothl and unproblematic
notion off Jerusaleml asl thel centrel of the world, but feveals Fabri’s_ notions[Wwhichl consist off diverging
perceptions! thatt mergel and interact./The few scholars! that havel dealt with his'account'have not ignored

this tension/in/ Fabri’s presentation.

Tain Macleod Higginsl touchesl briefly. onl thel matterlinhislarticle Defining the Earth’s Center in_a Medieval
“Multi Texct” % Hel ¢laims| that Fabri’s discussion of thellocation/ of thel ¢entrel of the Earth[is' temarkable
in the sensel tthat. hel [demonstrated fractures’ between’ thel Catholic’ belief inl thel Biblel asl thel only
authorityl forl inderstanding thel physical Svorld and! the’ contradictory statementsl ofl al dawning/ hatural
scienceland cartography. According to Higgins, Fabrti’s Evagatoriuni diverges fromlothetf medieval travel
accounts by discussing Jerusalem(as_thel centrel of the[Farth, sl seen inl Fabri’s_.comments_on his fellow
pilgrim’s attempt tol I'prove’ thel éxact placelofl thel centrel of thel Farth.

Higginsl Istates, Thowever,[ lthat Fabri lis_ remarkablel Ibecausel Thel lwasl Istating lan Janthropological
reflection_onl the_ humanl heed to thinkl oft bneself as being in’ thel centrel ofl thelsvorld,[and s thus
referring to al temarklby  thelfriar concerning al certain antipodes theory,” swhichl ¢laims that thel centrelis
everywhere;[ 4 theory that' Fabriwas tejecting byl teferring tol St Augustine[and called it vulgar (vulg:
imaginatio).8 JFrom_this response Higgins lconcludes that [Fabri \quitel lsurprisinglyl shook! off ithe
authorityl ofl sciencel and took a position that differed littlel from Jerome’s_al millenniuml earlier,
declaring that Jerusalemis the world’s_¢entre dccordingl tol Scripture.’

According! tol thel glossesUofl [Jerome, thel lcentrel lofl ithe IEarthl becamellconfirmed with[biblical
references_ whereof. thel most important oneslwerel in Psalm 74.12,'% and thel BookLofl thel Prophet
Ezekiel 5.5, and thus legitimised! thel perception of Jerusaleml as| the ¢entrel off thel Earth.Tol Fabri,
these, together With' Genesis 2.9, Leviticus' 26.11[ and Deuteronomy' 7.21,'% tonstituted' thel biblical
references that legitimised thel status'lof Jerusaleml aslthel lcentrel lofl the world.[TThe  threel last]
mentioned biblical references areonlyl found in'the Evagatoriuni and are by Higgins interpreted as

allegorical assertions.
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Anotheri scholati alsol dealing with Fabri’s perception of Jerusalem, Dorothea R. French,!¥describes
Fabri’s account as' ¥. ..thelmost elaboratel and highlyl developed discussion off Mount Calvaryt as_ the
allegorical centrel ofl thel Farthl tolappear inl pilgrimage!literaturelbetween! the fourthland the fifteenth
centuries.”! Frenchl focuses onl thel development ofl thel symbolid meaningf of Jerusalem, which' she
links' ¢loselyt with thel development off thel medieval biblical teadings sensus literalis and sensus allegoricus.
Shel Isees thesel Itwol perceptionsl las  levident! Jin Ipilgrims™ Iguides, liconography, land | Christian
cartography.!¥ Inl conclusion, shel claims| that Fabril wasl rejectingf the sensus Viteralis| to which she
ascribesl thel dawning natural science/ inl favourl of the sensus allegoricus to whichl shel ascribed his
theological éxplanations! derived froml thel Bible.!* These twol articles by Higgins and Frenchlare, to
thelbest of my knowledge, the previous tesearchldonelon Fabri’s Evagatoriuni ¢oncerning theltelation
betweenl secular science and sacred geography. Bothl basel theirf workl onl 4 partial translationl into
English from(latel hineteenth ¢entury.!" Inl thel following article, I will takela closer looklat thel Latin
versionlin"order tol shed newtlight bnthe relation’ betweenl thelliteraryl authorities inl his account.
First/Iwill looklat Fabri’s descriptions_of the holylplaceslin and around Mount Calvary,and argue
for thel theoryl that hisldescriptions derive from al figural interpretationl of thel theological meaningl of
the holyl places.[Secondly, Ilwill Tooklat a descriptionof thel bceanas thel periphery[and thirdly, Ilwill
show how! Fabril felates biblical teferences, antiquel mythological literatureland. hatural sciencelin his
presentation ofl thel physical geographical world.

“Figura”lih[theldescriptiondf(fhelheologicallimeaningdfJerusalem

According tol Erichl Auerbach, figura is a hotion that'is appearing{in texts  froml thel eatlyt tenturies
ADl tol thel latel Middlel Ages.!8 Auerbachl sees it asl al specific_ Christian interpretation ofl biblical
characters.[Christ is'seenlas a fignra and Old Testament ¢haracters, suchlasle.g/JonahIsaac, Moses
and others, arel seenl as_ prefiguring Christ,which[meansl that those individualslarel seen aslhistorical
characterslwhosel symbolic_meaningf arel fully’ revealed in Christ. Both thel prel figuration and the
frgurd Jare acknowledged lasl historical ltruths: beyond thel lchronological Jsetting/ 'a lconnectionliis
established betweenl twol historical_events withoutl questioning thel authenticity of either off them.
The historicall events are thusawarded with'al position[ as $‘real prophesy” [ Thel aim[ of this3vayl of
interpretation/is.mainlyltolinterpret Old Testament ¢haractersin thellight off thel New! Testament.
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Thel difference between figura and allegorid is_ thel fact thatlin thel former, bothl parts off thel concept
arel given historical authenticity, vhereas inl anl allegorical interpretation only’ thel first part is_ given
historical authenticity, and thel latter part is seenl as. fullyl abstract. In 4 figural interpretation Old
Testament characters/ suchl asl Moses, whol strikes watet! from! the tock,!” and Jonah, wholis spit out
ofl thelwhale,?" are seen as prefiguringf thel baptismlof Christ.

Keeping this/inl mind,[ Il will_howt turn tol thel sourcelitself.. After having entered thel wery rockl of
Mount |Calvary,/ Ithel Iplacel lwherel Ithel ICross|lisl said 'tol havel beenl Iplaced, [Fabril Idescribed Ithe
theological meaning bfl thel Grave. The quotation picks  uplright’ after the first’ quotation above,
where[Fabri wasl describing thel Churchl of Calvary as thel centre of thelHarth:

Nolonelwas here whol could withhold himself from[ tears and cries: fotr 3vho  could havel $o hard A heart that it
would'not bel tent'in that' placelwhere Christ ourl God! ¢ried Wwithld loud ¥oice as' He hung uponl thel crossiwhere
likewisel Hel prayed for those[xwho had crucified Him, promised Paradise/ tol the thief commended His deeply’]
sorrowing mother tol the tare” bfl John, andl drankl thel Vinegar mingled with gall{ whenl Hel said that all wwas
finished/yielded Hisl $pirit intol the handsl of the[Father,[and breathed HisTast{where thel soldiet! pierced Hislside
withlhis[Tance, bringing forth'bloodlandWwater [Lo[devout pilgrims,it waslhere[that AbelWwas slain by his brother,
Isaaclxvasi bound! for sacrificel by his father, the brazenl serpent was set upl byl Moses, the paschal lambl<vas slain
according tol thel Law, God Wwasl slain by man, Jesus<wvasl ¢rucified inl the flesh, thy King was hung/ipon’thel ¢ross,
thy Lordxwas ¢ondemned tol death, the'meekland Jowlyland innocent was drenched Wvith[blood; dffering Himself

botlrﬂlsﬁl‘lne@)riesﬁZde]sDiheB'}acriﬁce.21

The descriptions_of thel theological meaning ofl thelHoly Sepulchreland Calvary' demonstratelal tendency
tollocateland inderstand Old Testament' characterslamong thel events of thel crucifixion/in’ the light of
the. New Testament.. [Understanding Ithesel istatementslfiguratively would imean that_ boththel /Old
Testament charactersland Christ arel beingl acknowledged as_historicallyl accurate, and3would linkl the
Old Testament_events__closely_together with_thel event of thel Crucifixion.[Thisl becomes_even more
evident swhenl taking 4 closerllooklat' thel terms ised byl Fabri In hisluse ofl thelsword suspensus for the
brazenlserpent that was set iplby Moses, hellinked it to thel¢rucifixion of Christ wherelhellikewise tised
thelword suspensus|éven thoughl thelverbal form in'Numeri 21.9 of the Vulgate for the brazen serpent is
posuit The samelfigural approachl can'be seen'inlhis description o fl thel Grave:

Inlthis sepulchre/in  this[tiny hut, did  thel eaglel tenewtits youth, the lion toused uplitslcub, thel phoenix tenewed
itslife, Jonah' ¢amel forth"unharmed froml the whale’s belly, thel candlesticklwas clad ¥with'gold/ the tabernaclelof
David,[3whichlhad fallen downl was[ set uplagain, the sunl shonel forth after being behind 4 cloud, thel grain of
wheat,Wwhichhad[ fallenlintol thel éarthland died, became uickened, thel stag again” put forth histhorns/$amson
bore awayl thel gates and brokel fromlhisguards, Josephlwaslbrought forth fromlprison, shaved, gailyldressed [ and
madelord off Egypt[Thelsackcloth” of Christ Jesus wasl ¢ut away; Hel wwas tlothed with gladness, andbesides all
thisJ outl toilsomel pilgrimage [ outi weary wanderings are herelendedland brought toltest/ Here, then[ I praylyou,
lettus Taytasidel outl pious plaints’of sorrow [ out ¢loudslofl grief, and Tet us draw a duiet breathlin‘happiness: Let his
wholhave followed outf Redeemer! tolhis'tomblWwithl sorrow, nowl takel part in theljoy of His[glorious  tesurrection.
Come, then, gatherl yourselves together, knights andl kind pilgrims, entet’ the_most Holyl Sepulchreland seelwvith
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yourl dwnl eyes, feel withyour ownlhands, touch¥with your inouth thel placelwhere the Lord lay.[ Solweljoyously
wentlin onel afterl another, intol thel most precious sepulchre”ofl the Lord Jesus, kissed themost holy bier[and

receivedléntirefand plenary indulgences () for all $ins.>?

Inlthis quotationl thel same figurall approachlis.dominant. Thelmentioning 0f Jonah/David,$amson,and
Josephlare Iclearly linked tol ithel Newl ITestament levent lofl ithel Iresurrection./ IButl Imorel Jallegorical
interpretations_mergel withl thel figural in thel presentation throughl the'mentioning of the  ¢agle, thellion,
and/Ithel Iphoenix.[ I ThislIcould Jprovel I that! Ithel |differencel |between |al I figurall Jand Janl Jallegorical
understandingl would' bel vague. But froml thel following quotation/ it will bel ¢clear! thatl Fabril twas aware
ofthisluselof fignra, and thathel¥vaslverylmuch/interested in/Jocating Old Testament eévents physically  to
Mount Calvary.[Inlal discussionl of Wwherel Isaad was boundl as sacrifice, hel stated that it alsol tookl place
withinl thel precinctslofl thelHoly Sepulchre:

Somesvouldlsay. that' it svasLon' Mount! Seyt_ otf Sardenai byt Damascus. Others[sayl thatl it 3vasiine Mount Morija,
wherel Salomonlafter this built his temple. But' it isl morel Catholicltolsay! this'and it tnakes morelteason too, both

asBﬁguraJ]ndBsﬂruth,&hatﬁlhisBlrvasBihe@lche.23

Fabri himself wasl using the term figura and it isl thereforel plausible’ tol read hisl descriptions_of the
theological_ meaningl of thel Holyl Sepulchrelas_mainly figural In thel quotation abovel Fabri tevealed an
awarenessLofl_contradictory_perceptions, asl alreadyl seenlinl thel discussion_of thel exact placel bfl the
centrel ofl theliworld.[ Fabri twas_aware of diverging perceptionsLof_ thelsvorld,"and argued fort his_own
perception. Inl hisl presentation ofl Jerusalem, thel Biblelis thel dominant! authority in' explaining the
physicalworld. His biblical readings were predominantlyt figural[but his figural interpretation doeslnot,
however, restrict_itself tol Biblical matters.. His_perception_ofl antiquel imythological literature and_its
relation’ to_ Christianityl makes_ forl similar. hermeneutics as_thel figural interpretation. Antiquel mythical
featureslarel seenlas anticipating off Christianity.[ It was  seenl as hegative byl Christians, while Christianity
was__seenasl thel positivel truth,[as_seenlin thel followingl quotation where Fabril described differences
betweenlthelHoly Land and thel Greek Isles:

Justlas'the description” off the Holy Land generates holy stories[ so does the  descriptionl of Greece, thelsea/ and
thelisles inl it generatepoeticl fictions. For justasl theological truths”derive from[ the Holy Land, 5ol did poetic
fictions  derivel from[Greece. Andjust as one. God andlone  truel manlis tevealed in the Holy Land, soldidin these
countries'manyl peoplelappear,and falselgods. And just as the Holy Land had holy  peoplelatits disposal, so have
thesel tountries'had thel most tevolting| people/ df whichlit indeed is'loathsome for me tol talk about, yet when'I

have@)vercomeﬁihe]iisgust,]]]ni]lﬁiteaﬂheﬂnatterﬂs]ﬁrrives.24

This quotation showsl that Fabri juxtaposed thel antique, mythological literature twith the” Christian.
The antiquel and mythical anticipated Christianity, an idea that isCunderscored even further in"a
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discussion’ of’ thel imeaning ofl thel Valleyl ofl Joshaphat. Fabri explained  thel following similarity
betweenl thel Holy Cityland Crete:

Aslbefore[ mentioned, thisis thelopening| tol Helllaccording to thel Christians, for el believel that Hell'is[in the
centrel ofl the[ Farth[andthat the Holy ICityl is[located in the mountains_ontoplof it/ fust as the heathens
considered Cretel tol bel thel centrel off thel Earth[twith[ Hell inderneathl it Thereforel did  thel tears from thelidol,

Whichﬂvasﬁalaced])nl]opE)ﬂ]he[Mountﬂda,RunﬂiownJ]o[HelBsEéxplained@arher.25

Thel quotationl inderscores Fabri’s inderstanding of thel meaning bf thel heathen, antiquelliteraturelas
presupposing IChristianityl inl al similarl gesturel asl the  figural [ as’ seen inl ithel relation between 1Old
Testament Icharacters Jand |Christl lin[ Jthel INewl /Testament [from[ thel Ipreviousl Iquotations. /It Jalso
demonstrates! thel before mentioned andl morel general feature in Fabri’s Ivriting: thel importance given
tolliteraryt sources. Fort Fabri, thelwritten,literaryl exposition  ¢constituted anlauthoritylnot tol be tejected,
butl bnel to' bel incorporated. into_hislinterpretation bf thel constitution of thel physical world.[ Fabri’s
description  ofl thel theological meaning of Jerusaleml affects hisl perception of thel physical world aswell,
and although! thel Biblel wasl his major sourcelinl defining thel centrel of thel Farth/ it wasl hot thel only
literary source tol be taken intol consideration.[Considering/a hotion wherel thelworld hasld centre [ Wwhat
consequences_would that havel tolhow! thel fest of thelsworld is perceived? Thel question is_ ofl al more
overall worldview. Frenchl ¢combined her presentationlwithl Jerusalemlas  thel centrel ofl thelworldlwithlan
examinationl bf medieval cartography./Inl thel firstl quotation” off the article, el werel presented withl 4
notion wherel thel placel ofl originl of thel pilgrims<wasl considered to be theloutskirts ofl thel world [ But in
the very beginningl of the Evagatorium therelis a presentation of thelthree parted nature ofl thelsea,which
canlservelasialmore precise understanding of d broaderiworldviewlin Fabri’slaccount.

The[@ceans@ndhelContinents

The  descriptionlof. thel threel bceans andl thel known world¥wvasl dedicated to informlhis_ fellow! friars.of
histhomel tonvent/ to wwhoml he[3vrotel the[Ivhole account, about the haturel bfl thel $ea.2 Hel described
thelsealas threefold by nature, consisting/ of thelgreat sea, the greateri sea/and thel greatest sea/ Thel great
sea_was thel Mediterranean Sea, thel greater sea thel Ponticl Sea/ and thel greatestl $eal thel Ocean, which
runsltound theworld according tol Fabri. Thel oceans and the heavenslare telated toleachl otherinl the
following mannerfaccording/ to Fabri:
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Yet it seemsmarvellous, seeing thatl there is' suchla great humber ofl tivers tunning there'andl $ol continual, o
almost infinite[d pouring/inof waters,that'the Oceanshould hot'increase thereby. Noris it Tess wondrous  that
thoughlmany(fivers flow from[it inderground, and thel stars drawl al great part of its waterslaway/becauselthesun
and thel otherl$tars dol byl theit fiercel fires'drawl awayl al veryl greattabundance of tvater[and pourit round about
all'thel stars to  temperf thel fieryl parts_of them, et byl these copious.draughts ofl thel stars, thel Oceanlis howise

diminished,becauseas before/mentioned it takes/in as muchasTit Toses by these draughts.?’

His remarks! ofl thel heavens andl thel stars_ drinking watetl froml thel Earthl point atl an Aristotelian
perception of thelworld divided in twol $pheres: al ¢elestial and 4 terrestrial.?8 In an' Aristotelian world |
view_thelheavens are hierarchically shaped shellslsvith! planets andl stars. Thel heavens. werel fevolving
around! the Earth'in'dl perpetual ¢ircular movement. In thelMiddlel Ages, the cosmology ofl Aristotle was
combined withl & Christianl inderstanding off ivaterslinl thel heavensl 5ol thatl beyond! the spherel off the
starswerel thel waters_ known from e.g. IGenesis [7.12. Thel next passagel is_al careful description of
geographical sites according to thelmaps of Ptolemy.?

The  digression mainly. refers tol3works byl Aristotle and Ptolemy withl onlylal fewt scattered quotations
froml thel Bible .30 The biblel s still taken into_ considerationbut subordinated tol the formet $ol that his
description’bfl thel oceans and continentslis. mainly ofl anl Aristotelian’ convictionl incorporated. inl a
Christian[understanding. Froml this_point ofl View! therel seems_tol belal discrepancy inliterary authorities
betweenlhis[presentation  of the centrel of thelworld and the periphery. In his presentation of thel centre
ofl thel earth, thel Bible iwas thel mainl authoritylinl explaining| thel physical 3world, but when[it came_to
presenting thel Irest lof_thel lworld, hel Jmainly referred tol|Aristotle_and IPtolemy. JThis furthermore
indicates that Fabriwas[split between different authoritativeltexts in his attempt toldescribel thel physical
world/ aslalsolpointed dut byl Higgins and French.

Fabri’'s[CategoricalThinking

Higginslstated that Fabriwas shakingl off the’authority ofl science taking al stand that differed little’ from
Jerome’s. 3 Tol French, thel discrepancy $tood between sensus literalis and sensus uallegoriens and shelargues
that Fabri rejected the sensus literalis in favout of sensus_allegoricus. 3> 1Higgin’s_ conclusionis_derived from
Fabri’s discussionlon thel éxact placel off thel centrel ofl theltworld. Fabri teferred tolal certainantipodesl]
theorylthat heltejected byl haming[it vulgar[aslearlief mentioned, and ¢laiming thatalready St. Augustine
denied thel theory Tol Higgins, that" becomeslevidencel bfl Fabri making| al regression”and rejecting
science.. However, there[is"anl anachronistic pitfall in asserting that what to_ thel modernl teaderl seems
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scientificlalsoWvas considered $cientificlinl medieval times.['TolFabri, it certainly didn’t seeml $cientific,
but quite the opposite, as seen from hisl ¢characterisation of the theory.??

Neither does French’s ¢haracterisationl ofl theldiscrepancylinl thel presentation of thel twol teadings, sensus
literalis and sensus_ullegoricus/ in the Evagatorium,| do justice tol thel account. Her uisel of thel terms seznsus
literalis and sensus allegoricus seeml tol beld misinterpretation off thel four senses of medievall éxegesis. Sensus
literalis -and sensus_hllegoricns swerel the mostl important’ and' dominant. ofl thel four senses’ tol thel medieval
exegete. Throughout thel Middle Ages/ 4 changing emphasis_onl thel twol canl bel seen, but they were
related Itollonel Janotherl inl Ja lcomplex fway,[ Jand lcannot bel Junderstood Iseparately. 'Thel Imedieval
perception of Scripturel as inspiration meant anlhinderstanding of thel letter! off thel Biblel asl thel placel of
thel Spirit. Thel Spirit being the allegoria is_ contained in thelletterl and hiddenl therein"Thus Sensus literalis
wasl perceived asl good and hecessary, becausel it contains the sensus ullegoricus| and sensus_allegoricns is
derived froml the sensus literalis"Thel allegorical teading canl onlyt bel feached! through'the literal teading,
which!makes 4 choicelbetweenl ¢ither sensus literalis ot sensus allegoricus impossible.3*

Indisputable, though, is thel factl that' Fabri’s_account teveals_al conflict betweenl literaryt authorities/in
explaining thel physical world. Inld description of whyt seawaterlis  salty' I found systematised, ¢ategorical
thinking/ Wwherelmuch conflicting| evidencelis_ correlated into several categories. The_ quotation_comes
froml 4 digression explaining whylseawater from thelDead Sealis saltierl than normal seawater:

Now [ evenl though Jordanand thel lothetl brooks bring lsweet water intolithat Jplace,/ lit s straightwaymade
exceedinglyfsalty[saltier than the[water of all dtherlSeas, forasmuchlaslit has'd quadruple cause for itssaltiness, to

wit[d natural[d teasonable 4 Catholic/and 4 Divine one.3

Fabri hamed fout teasons’ forl thel saltiness_of thel Dead Sea. Each explanation has its treference The
first| Ithel Inatural ] refers | tol|thel Jworks lof | Aristotle.. ] Thel Ireasonablel ] explanation Irefers_Itol Ithe
contemporary_philosophy, regarded JasIsecular, land inspired Ibyl lantiquel Inatural Jphilosophy. IThe
Catholicexplanationl tefers. tol thel New Testament/ and thellast  explanation, the. Divine, fefers tol the
Old Testament. Fot the. modernl teader, thesel fourl explanations are’ not thorough ot satisfactory The
notablel featureisl how! Fabri managed tol bring togethet variousl literaryt Jauthorities throughl four
explanations| for! thel samel phenomenon.[ It is only in thisl part of thel pilgriml account that theylappear
together but thel lnext quotation Iclearly lshows that it is" fundamental tol his_ way lof interpreting

authoritative writings. Theliext quotation' summarises_the  teasons for the saltiness' of thel Dead Sea:
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Natural philosophers, theologians andthe ancient poetslallegel different reasonsl forf this saltiness. The hatural
andtheological teasonsare set forthin Part 1. [page[43 ;IDhave[kepﬂ])21ckl]lrle@)oetic}:1useEhntiHlow.3 6

Fabri referred back tol thel previous. explanations for thel briginl bf thel saltiness’ ofl the Dead! Sea. He
divided! thel fourl previous. éxplanationslintol twol categories: thel hatural and the theological. Thesel two
terms_have, onl several previous_occasionslinl his accounts,/ beenl ised tol explain’ various. phenomena.
Fabri mentioned one more explanation, that ofl thel poetical. Tol thel poetical explanation, hel assigned
thel earlierl quoted! referencel of thel differences between thel Holyl Land and thel Greekl Isles sol that the
poetical ¢auselincluded thelantique'heathenlTiterature, whichlalsol played anlimportant part to Fabri.

Fabri’s_ perception’ of the world is_ thereforel al conglomeration of severall authoritarian twritings,[Wwhich
helincorporates intol al fewl ¢ategories. According tolhis Catholicl faithland! trustlinl thel Bible! Jerusalemlis
perceived! as! the centrel ofl thel Earth.According tol hisl knowledgel off rediscovered sworksl of ancient
philosophers.suchlas/ Aristotleland Ptolemy, and d belief in'd “dawning’ natural science his perception
ofl thel continentsland the oceanslarel mainlyl off anl Aristotelianl nature. Even ancient pagan literaturelis
taken lintol Jaccount, Jall lcombined withJal Icritical lsense towards! Jpersonal lexperiencesl Jofl Iphysical
phenomenal inl thel world [[As"al result[ his Evagatoriuni becomes| thel witness_ of 4 medieval, religious
individual’siattemptiatlintegratingf faith [knowledge, and sensory éxperience.

Published[sources:

Evagatoriumi_in_Terra S anctw \Arabia_et Egypti_peregrinationens| Fratris Felicis Fabri yol 11111 ed.[ Cunradus
Dietericus Hassler, Stuttgart 1843[49.

Bibliography:

Auerbach[Erich' (1938),“Figura”, Transfigurationno. 2] transl. by AntonJergensen, Copenhagen'1999.

French,/ Dorothea R. Journeys td_thd Center of the_Earthi Medieval and Renaissancd Pilgrimages td Mount Calvary,
infJourneys toward God” [ed. Sargent Bauer, Kalamazoo,/Michigan1992.

Ennenlja hyt 4/20041>>>Thttp:/ /www.ennenjanyt.net/ 4 04/ wille.pdf


http://www.ennenjanyt.net/4-04/wille.pdf

12

Higgins, lTain Macleod, Defining théd Earth’s |Center lin la \Medieval 1 “Mult fexct | 1*“Text land[ Territory,
Geographical Imagination’ inl thel European Middlel Ages” ed.[ By Sylvia_Tomaschl and Bealyl Gilles,
Philadelphia1998.

Khattab Aleya, Das Hgyptenbild i der dentschsprachigen Reisebeschreibungen dert Zeif vori 12851500, Frankfurt
am[Main[1982.

Lubac, Henri de, Medieval Excegisis voll T 1Thé_four Senses of Scripture] transl[ byl Markl Sebanc, Edinburgh
1959.

Pedersen, Olaf & Kragh[ Helge, Frd Kaos til Kosmos, verdensbilledets bistorié_ gennend 3000 tr] Copenhagen
2000.

Thd Oxford Dictionan of thd Christian Church{ Oxtord 1997.

Wiegandt/ Herbert, Felixt Fabril Galeeré ind Karawane/| Pilgerreisé ins Heiligd 1_and, Zum S z'mz@na@mﬂ{gypz‘eﬂ
1483 Stuttgart Wienl Bern[1996.

Notes

U Thd Oxford Dictionarybf #hd Christian Church{ Oxford 1997 [ passim.
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Stuttgart 1843(49.
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230.

4 Inthoclérgollocolsingulari quodam gaudiol éxultavimus [ prol¢o/ quod salutel ¢t prosperitatel deléxtremis mundi partibus
mundi mediumlattigimus, ¢t fTaudibus Dominolsolutis'indulgentiasiaccepimus (). Evagatoriuni~vol. A p.307C8.

5> Anlautemlhod sit Verum et évidensisignum, quodlocusLille sit'in medio terrae, ubilin meridie sol splendens sic directe
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aliquoltemporelhon teddanthimbram... Evagatorinnixol I p[307.

¢ Higgins, Tain Macleod[“Defining the Earth’s. Centetlinla Medieval Multi text’lin Text and Territory Geographical Imagination
in_thd Enropean Middld Ages| ed [ Sylvia Tomaschland Sealyl Gilles. Philadelphia1998.

TThe Antipodes theoryisla theory wherelit is assumedl that peoplellivel onthe dther sidelof the globelwithl theit feet opposite
ours. Umberto Ecolhas' éemphasised in‘histbook Serendipities that past traditionall denial ofl the theory s not a denial of the
Earthlas/d globe, but only dltejection/ of thelhypothesis'that man’ ¢couldliveldntheldtherside Umberto Eco, Serendipities,
Langunagd and 1 unacy]Columbial University Press' 1998 [p.[6L7.

8 Bvagatoriun[vol 1 pI307L8 Thelteference tolStL Augustinelis Dd Civitatd Deil XVI1,[9. This ¢ouldlonly beltead as al tejection
of thelideal of thel dther sidelof thel globelbeing/inhabited by man, hot'a tejection of the Farth'ds' such being a globe. This
correspondsltol thelargument in the abovel mentioned bookl by Umberto Eco.

9 Higgins 1998,/ p.[39.
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according tolthelHebrew: Deus duteni_text ineus abiinitid operatust salutes in medid errae.*

UThe Bookl ofl thelProphet Ezekiel 5.5 T his dity_of Jerusaleni I bavd_set among nations| witlh other dountriesaround ber.” The Vulgate
version: Fstd ést Jerusalem| ininedio gentinmi posui_éam et in_circuitul éjus terram.”

12 Genesis 2.9:). . and i the middld of theGarden_be_sef thd_tree of life.” N ulgatel ™. . Jignuni étiani bitad innedid_paradisi”’Leviticus
26 1V L il éstablisi iy Tabernacld among you.” N ulgate: I ponani tabernaculuni nennt in inedid vestri.” Deuteronomy 7.21:L7. .. fort the
Lord yourt God is i Jour nidst.” N ulgatel™ ... quid Dominus Dens tuns in nedid tni ést.”

¥ French/Dorothea R[¥Journeys tolthel Centetl of thel Earthi Medieval and Renaissance Pilgrimages o Mount Calvary’Lin
Journeys doward God, éd [Sargent Bauer,Kalamazoo, Michigan1992.

4 French1992/p45.

¥ French1992/p45.

14 French1992/p/75.

7 Thé W anderings bf Felisd Fabril Aubrey Stewart. Palestine/ Pilgrims Text society”/ London 1896.

1% Auerbach, Erich[(1938) Fignra/“Transfiguration”1999 no/2 transl byl Anton Jergensen.

Y Exodus[17.6.

2Booklof Jonahll2.1.

2! Nulluslibil erat, quilse_posset d Tacrymisl et gemitibus_¢ontinere; quis_énim tam duruml ¢otl haberel posset, quodinon
scinderetutrlinlloco, ubil dculisSuis Videt scissaml petram durissimam? Quislibilnonletiam altolgemitul fleret,iibi Christus
Deuslnhoster'in ¢rucelsuspensus’altal et magna vocel émissa clamavit oravit etiaml prol ¢rucifixoribus/Jatroni paradisum
promisit/matreml moestissimam Johanni' ¢commendavit, felle’ ét'acetol potatus fuit/dbmnia ibi consummata éssel dixit/Spiritum
infmanus! patrisicommendavit,étd exspiravit Tatusléjusimiles Tancea aperuit,/sanguineml et aquamlibi fudit. Ecce,peregrine
devotehic Abel'occisus’alfratre, Isaacligatuslal patreserpens’aencusisuspensus'a Moyse/agnus'paschalis immolatusinlege,
Deusloccisuslab’homine, Jesus[¢rucifixus'¢arne/ tex/ tuussuspensus’¢ruce, Dominus  tuus' ¢ondemnatusimorte, mitis ét
humilislét innocenslperfusus¢ruore/sacerdos et hostia offerensiSese. Evagatorinmi~ol 1] pl299.

2 In hochamque sepulchrolet ¢xiguoltugurioltenovatal ést juventus aquila,/leol¢atulumlsuscitavit, phoenix tevixit, Jonas'de
ventre_ ¢cetilillaesus.éxivitVestitum est candelabrumlaurotabernaculum David/quod cecidit/ suscitatumlést/ tefulsit sol, qui
priuserat inhubilo/vivificatumlést granuml frumenti, quodiin/terram’¢adens'mortuum/ fuerat,/ ¢ervus/ tesumsit' ¢ornua,
Samson/ tulit portas_ et evasit petf ¢ustodias, Josephleductus_del carcereltonditurf ¢t decoraturl ¢t dominus Aegypti ¢onstituitur.
Saccus Christi Jesulconciditur, ¢t Tactitial ¢ircumdatur, et ¢umhis’omnibus hic hostra laboriosa peregrinatio et taediosa
evagatio finitutl ¢t quietatur. Deponamuslergoldbsecrolin hodlocol piisimas.tristitiac querelas, ac fiubila moeroris, (119 A) ¢t
inlTaetitia tespiremus.serenum, ¢t dui funera tedemtoris hostri prosecuti sumus¢um’ dolore, nunc delipsius tesurrectionis
gloriajocundemur. Venitel¢érgoladsimul ¢onglobemini milites et peregrini humani,sepulchrumlsanctissimumlingredimini et
videtemanibusltangite, orel¢ontingitelocum,[iibi positus érat Dominus. Itaquel¢umllactitia ingressi sSumus hinusipost alium
inldulcissimum Domini Jesu sepulchrum et Toculuml8anctissimumldevotissimeldeosculati sSumus/ et indulgentias'plenissimae
(P temissioniscomniuml peccatorumiaccepimus. Evagatoriuni~vol I p[310.

23 Aliil tamenl dicerel volunt/quodiin monte Seyrivel Sardenai prope Damascumsit factum. Caeteri dicunt/ quodiin/monte
Moria/inlquo Salomonl post ¢al templuml construxit, sit factum. Sed nostruml dictuml magis_ést catholicum, et tationi
consonum, ut figura ¢t veritas, etiaml quoad locum, ¢onvenientiaml haberent. Evagatorium|~ol 1 p.[318.

24 Sicutl éniml descriptio_terrac sanctac ¢omplectituri sacras historias/ sicldescriptio Graeciae, taris ¢t insularuml ¢jus fictiones
implicat poeticas. Namlsicutlinl terral sancta ¢xortael sunt veritates theologicae, siclin Graecia ortaelsunt fictiones poeticae. FEt
sicut in/terral sancta apparuit inus Deuslét homolverus,siclin terristhisiapparuerunt pluresThomines,dii falsi. Et sicut terra
sancta habuit homines sanctos,sic terralillaclhabuerunt homines spurcissimos, delquibus.quideml tacdet me dicere, sed
superato taedioloccurrentia de his'tangam. Evagatoriuni~vol 111/ p.[270.

25 Exlquolpatet,)quodlibil¢st oslinfernidecundum Christianos, quial ¢redimus,linfernuml ésselin ¢entrolterrae, ¢t ¢ivitatem
sanctamlsupralin montibusllocataml esselinl terracl (B) medio, sicutl gentiles ¢t poetaclaestimaverunt, Cretaml insulaml esse
mundi medium ¢t sublea ¢sselinfernum. Ideolin Ydo monte de Ydololibi posito fluebant Tacrymae hisquelin infernum [ut
patet fol. 17.A.P.IL. Evagatorinm/bd.11p.158.

26 Epagatorinmi~ol I pp[107(114.

27 Mirumlautemhoc videtur, cuml tantus fiumerus fluminumlillucl currentiuml sit fluctusquel taml perpetuus. cursus, taml fere
infinitus/quomodolindelnonlaugeaturl deeanus? Ned tinus mirum cumimultal¢x ¢o procedant subterranea fluminal multam
quoquel partemlillius stellaruml haustusl auferat, quia sol et alial sideral del ¢ol maximamlabundantiam/ aquaruml( Suis
intensissimis/ignibus hauriunt/ et ¢circum dmnia sidera fundunt eas, it ¢al temperentur, quael del se sunt ignea,hiec perldiderum
copiosissimum_haustuml ¢t attractionem dceanus minuitur, quia ut dictumlest/ tantuml tecipit/ quantum! perf effluxumlet
haustuml perdit. Evagatorinmi~ol A p.[108.

28 Pedersen Olafl & Kragh[Helge, Fra Kaos til Kosmos, berdensbilledets bistorid genneni 3000 dr] Copenhagen 2000, p. 84.

2 Ptolemy’s.Cosmographia, containing 32 aps_ofl thelworld wasl printed inl Ulm, which had nolless than 200{printing/ |
housesbetween 1470.and 1490 Wiegandt, Herbert Felixt Fabril Galeerd und Karawane/| Pilgerreise_ins Heiligd 1and) zuni Sinaidind
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nach Agypten 1483 Stuttgart Wien Bern[1996.p. 3281t is thereforellikely' that Fabriwas| teferring to anl édition of Ptolemy’s
maps[fromhisThometown.

M Gen[7.11/Psalm[23.2/Psalm[103.9 the Book 6f Job[38.8.

3[See thel teferencelinfootnote 8.

3 French1992,[pp. 74L75.

3 As earlier mentioned in connection to footnotel 10 Fabri ¢haracterised thelantipodes_theory asivulgar, and teferred to St.
Augustines| tejection ofl thelantipodesl theory in Dd Civitatd Deil Augustineldoes hot teject the idea o ff the[world aslal globelas
muchlds'he tejectsl thelidea that the other side ofl it would bel populatedby mankind. Dd Civitatd Dei] XV1]9.

S Lubac/Henrilde, Medieval Exegisis voll 1 The four:Senses df Scripture/transl by Markl Sebanc,[Edinburghl1959 [pp.[225[227.

% Quamvisldutem Jordanislet alii torrenteslaquam’dulcemJocolinferant/statim/ tamen(salsissimal efficitur,hltra. dbmnes aquas
salsas_¢auterorumimarium, dquia duadrupliceml ¢ausamlhabet suaclsalsedinis [Scilicet haturalem [ tationalem, ¢atholicalemlét
divinalem. Evagatoriuni~xol d1p.[157.

3 Salsedinis autemlilius  ¢ausas alias_ ponunt naturaleslphilosophi, alias theologi, alias poctaclantiqui. Causaclnaturales et
theologicales patent P.1fol. 43. Causa autem/ poeticalislest'huclteservata. Evagatoriuni~vol 11 p.L532.
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